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REPORT  FOR  1979  Edited  by  John  R.  Mather 

During  1979,  270  species  were  recorded  in  Yorkshire  including  three  which  were  new  to  the 
County  list.  The  first  of  these  was  a Slate-coloured  Junco  seen  by  J.  Hornbuckle  near 
Rotherham  on  1st  January.  The  bird  was  well  seen  and  was  associating  with  House  Sparrows. 
This  native  of  the  New  World  has  been  seen  on  eight  previous  occasions  in  Britain,  all  during 
April  and  May.  Its  mode  d’arrivee  can  only  be  conjectured  and  the  possibility  of  captive  origin 
cannot  be  ruled  out.  The  second  was  a Melodious  Warbler  seen  at  Flamborough  by  D.  1.  M. 
Wallace  on  26th  May  and  later  caught  and  ringed  by  Andrew  Lassey  and  Miss  Irene  Smith.  A 
Ring-billed  Gull  seen  by  John  Dale  at  Blackmoorfoot  Reservoir  on  23rd  December  was  the  third 
edition.  This  Nearctic  gull  had  been  claimed  on  two  previous  occasions  during  the  year,  in 
August  and  October  but  neither  was  considered  acceptable  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

A feature  of  the  early  part  of  1979  was  the  cold  weather  which  badly  affected  Europe  during 
February  and  March.  On  16th  March,  one  had  to  go  as  far  south  as  Italy  to  avoid  the  severe 
conditions  which  were  the  worst  since  1962/63.  Many  divers  and  grebes  came  across  the  sea  onto 
the  east  coast  during  mid-February  and  were  much  in  evidence,  particularly  Red-necked 
Grebes.  Several  reached  inland  waters  and  some  were  found  dead  along  the  coast.  In  contrast, 
Easter  was  the  warmest  for  30  years  with  a warm  airstream  from  the  Mediterranean  but  May 
started  off  as  the  coldest  since  at  least  1931  with  heavy  snow  in  the  West  Country.  Northerly 
airstreams  on  the  3rd  brought  sleet  and  snow  to  many  parts  of  the  county.  July  was  a warm,  dry 
month  and  was  remarkable  for  the  vast  hoardes  of  aphids  which  swarmed  in  great  numbers 
particularly  along  the  coast  where  at  Scarborough,  holidaymakers  were  forced  off  the  beaches  by 
the  inconvenience  as  ‘millions’  of  greenfly  descended  and  at  Scalby  Mills,  Black-headed  Gulls 
were  seen  picking  aphids  from  the  rocks.  I am  indebted  to  Ron  Appleby  for  supplying  the 
meterological  notes  above. 

Details  of  all  the  species  recorded  during  the  year  appear  in  the  list  which  follows  and  I would 
like  to  thank  the  very  many  observers  who  have  sent  in  their  notes.  I am  also  grateful  to  R.  G. 
Hawley  and  F.  J.  Watson  for  their  drawings  and  to  my  colleagues  on  the  reports  committee  for 
their  co-operation  during  the  year. 

John  R.  Mather,  Chairman  Reports  Committee,  October  1981 


SLATE-COLOURED  JUNCO 

New  World  species  which  was  seen  by  J.  Hornbuckle  near  Rotherham  on  3rd  January  1979.  This 
is  the  ninth  record  for  the  British  Isles  and  the  first  for  Yorkshire.  Captive  origin  cannot  be  ruled 
out  but  there  was  nothing  in  its  behaviour  to  suggest  such. 
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Classified  List 

All  the  rare  and  unusual  species  in  this  report  have  been  considered  by  the  Reports  Committee 
and  found  acceptable  on  the  written  evidence  supplied  by  the  observers  and  have  also  been 
accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  where  applicable.  The  sequence  and 
nomenclature  used  is  that  of  Voous  K.H.  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (1973  and  1977) 

B.O.U.  1977. 

R.  G.  Hawley  drew  the  Goosander,  Grey  Plover,  Little  Gull,  Waxwing,  Bearded  Tit,  and 
Barn  Owl. 

F.  J.  Watson  drew  the  Slate-coloured  Junco. 


Red-Throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

At  Spurn  the  majority,  although  logged  as  divers  sp,  would  be  this  species  and  occurred  in 
every  month,  June  and  July  producing  only  single  figures  on  a few  dates.  Maxima  were  127  on 
10th  March,  105  on  11th  and  61  on  13th  April.  46  on  22nd  September  was  the  first  noteable 
autumn  count  with  69  on  11th  November,  93  on  15th  December  and  304  on  31st  December. 

Numbers  elsewhere  along  the  coast  included  245  south  at  Filey  on  7th  January,  196  north 
there  on  13th,  when  130  were  seen  off  Flamborough,  149  off  Burniston  on  10th  January,  168 
north  at  Filey  and  105  at  Flamborough  on  25th  February.  In  autumn,  numbers  were  smaller  with 
76  at  Flamborough  on  16th  November  and  67  on  20th  December,  54  off  Filey  on  8th  December 
and  50  off  Scarborough  on  21st  December  as  maxima. 

Inland  occurrences  were  relatively  numerous  during  the  early  months,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
extreme  conditions  in  Europe  which  brought  divers  and  grebes  onto  the  east  coast  in  large 
numbers.  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  20th  to  23rd  January  was  oiled  (PJI),  one  at  Bubwith  on 
24th  March  (DIMW),  one  flying  inland  over  Old  Goole  on  27th  January  and  one  found  dead 
there  on  3rd  February,  two  at  Damflask  Res.  on  24th  and  25th  February  (A  & BH)  and  one  from 
28th  February  to  15th  March  (DH.  DSM)  One  at  Worsborough  Res.  from  25th  February  to  7th 
March,  singles  at  Southfield  Res.  from  28th  February  to  5th  March  and  17th  March  to  1st  April 
(CW.  et  al),  one  at  Nostell  Dam  on  18th  and  19th  March  (GS.  et  al).  One  flew  over  Follifoot, 
near  Harrogate  on  7th  February  (AO’N). 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica 

In  the  early  months  Spurn  had  singles  on  4th  February,  1st,  12th  and  29th  April.  Birds  were 
recorded,  mainly  singly,  off  Withernsea,  Hornsea,  Barmston,  Bridlington,  Flamborough,  Filey, 
Burniston,  and  Whitby  with  seven  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  January,  eight  on  14th,  and  five  at 
Barmston  (one  dead)  on  28th  January  (HTJ)  as  maxima.  Flamborough  had  four  on  29th  April 
and  nine  flying  into  Bridlington  Bay  on  20th  May  (PAL.  IS.  HJW).  Singles  at  Flamborough  in 
full  summer  plumage  on  21st  July  and  4th  August  and  Filey  on  14th  August.  Spurn  had  one  on 
9th  September,  two  on  22nd  and  singles  on  seven  dates  to  year-end  with  two  on  11th  December. 
Small  numbers  occurred  off  the  Holderness  coast  north  to  Flamborough  during  the 
autumn/winter,  mainly  singly  but  two  on  three  September  dates  and  on  21st  November  and  three 
at  Flamborough  on  2nd  December. 

Inland  occurrences,  like  the  last  species,  were  more  numerous  than  usual:  singles  occurred  at 
Wintersett  Res.,  Blacktoft  Sands,  Elland  G.P.  (2),  Southfield  Res.  and  Damflask  Res.,  during 
January/February,  one  staying  at  the  latter  locality  to  18th  March.  One  in  full  summer  plumage 
at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  18th  May  (GDM),  and  one  at  Ardsley  Res.  from  25th  to  31st 
December  (JM). 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

Singles  occurred  on  12  dates  during  January  to  April  from  Hornsea  north  to  Burniston  with 
two  at  Flamborough  on  1st  January  and  three  on  i3th  (PAL.  IS).  One  at  Filey  on  5th  May 
(HJW),  two  at  Hornsea  on  20th  (WFC)  and  singles  at  Flamborough  on  26th  and  27th  (PAL. 
DIMW).  Autumn  produced  more  than  usual:  one  south  off  Spurn  on  1st  September  and  another 
on  9th  were  the  first  whereafter  there  were  singles  at  Flamborough  on  12th  and  23rd  September 
when  one  was  also  at  Bridlington  and  singles  on  ten  dates  at  Flamborough  from  October  to 
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year-end  and  singles  at  Spurn,  Filey,  Bridlington,  Withernsea,  and  Scarborough  during  the 
period.  Three  were  at  Flamborough  on  23rd  December  and  again  on  29th  (PAL.  IS). 

One  was  inland  at  Eccup  Res.  on  25th  November  (TED.  DJP.  SPS.  et  al),  one  at 
Ingbirchworth  on  23rd  December  (PDB.  DJS)  and  one  at  Marshall  Res.  from  24th  to  29th 
December  which  was  considered  to  be  the  one  from  Ingbirchworth. 

Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

One  on  the  sea  at  Barmston  on  6th  January  during  the  cold  weather  (IF).  One  at  Flamborough 
Head  on  15th/16th  December  where  the  species  is  scarce. 

A marked  decrease  in  breeding  numbers  in  V.C.  63  compared  with  1978.  Bradford  area;  one 
pair  bred  near  Keighley,  Halifax  area;  no  breeding  recorded,  Huddersfield  area;  no  breeding 
recorded,  Barnsley  area;  nine  pairs  reared  19  young  (including  Wath  Ings),  Doncaster  area;  17 
pairs  bred,  Southfield  Res;  two  pairs  bred,  Sheffield/Rotherham;  nine  pairs  bred,  Mickletown 
Ings;  five  broods  totalling  nine  young. 

Autumn  gatherings  of  20-30  birds  occurred  at  Southfield  Res.,  Fairburn  Ings,  Knotford  Nook 
and  Mickletown  Ings  with  54  at  Denaby  Ings  on  5th  September  as  maximum. 

Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 

The  January/February  freeze  up  drove  birds  from  most  waters  in  V.C.'s  63  and  64.  Ca  15  pairs 
had  14  young  in  V.C.  61  including  Hornsea  Mere  where  12  pairs  raised  only  5 young.  Ca  27  pairs 
produced  51  young  in  V.C.  63  and  25  pairs  reared  40  young  to  the  flying  stage  in  V.C.  64.  Two 
pairs  reared  four  young  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P. 

The  coastal  assembly  off  Barmston/Fraisthorpe  comprised  53  birds  on  7th  January  (VAL)  and 
30  on  3rd  February  (SML).  Ten  were  in  Filey  Bay  on  3rd  February  increasing  to  25  on  4th  with 
nine  remaining  on  22nd  February. 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Exceptional  numbers  in  the  early  months  when  the  Continental  freeze-up  drove  birds  over  to 
Britain,  the  main  influx  being  during  the  third  week  of  February. 

V.C.  61:  Single  records  on  nine  dates  during  January  from  four  coastal  localities  and  one  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  27th.  After  singles  at  Bridlington  on  2nd  February  and  Flamborough  on 
9th,  birds  were  seen  at  several  places  from  the  17th:  Filey  had  two  on  17th  and  19th,  four  on  20th 
and  one  on  25th.  Singles  at  Easington  and  Hornsea  Mere  on  18th,  Fraisthorpe  on  20th, 
Flamborough  and  Spurn  on  25th  and  26th.  Two  were  on  Easington  Lagoons  from  20th  to  24th. 
One  was  inland  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  24th.  Three  at  Filey  on  3rd  March,  one  remaining  on  4th. 
One  on  the  Pocklington  Canal  on  25th  March  and  one  on  Ellerton  Ings  on  8th  April.  Hornsea 
Mere  had  one  from  18th  to  22nd  April  and  one  in  full  summer  plumage  at  Filey  on  28th  April. 
One  on  Hornsea  Mere  on  1st  May  and  one  in  summer  plumage  at  Filey  on  19th/20th  May.  Apart 
from  one  at  Spurn  on  12th  November,  Flamborough  produced  the  only  records  at  the  year-end 
with  singles  on  four  September  dates  (two  on  23rd)  and  on  three  December  dates. 

V.C.  62:  One  in  Scarborough  Harbour  from  11th  to  21st  January  and  on  11th  February. 
Singles  at  Whitby  on  20th  February  and  Burniston  on  26th  with  three  in  Scarborough  Harbour 
on  23rd  where  one  remained  to  3rd/4th  March  and  there  were  four  on  11th  March  and  one  on 
27th. 

V.C.  63:  Southfield  Res.  had  singles  on  25th  January  (CF),  20th  to  24th  February  (ML)  and 
8th  to  21st  March  (CW).  One  on  the  River  Loxley  on  31st  January  and  1st  February.  Singles  at 
Elland  G.P.  from  18th  February  to  4th  March  (JED)  and  Nostell  Dam  during  the  same  period 
(GS).  Singles  at  Newington  flash  from  21st  February  to  4th  June  (CF.  ML.  et  al),  Denaby  Ings 
from  26th  February  to  12th  April  (JL)  and  Treeton  from  19th  to  30th  March.  One  was  at 
Newington  Flash  on  31st  December  (CHW). 

V.C.  64:  One  on  the  River  Ure  at  Givendale,  near  Ripon  from  17th  to  24th  February  (SW), 
one  on  the  River  Ouse  at  Fulford,  York  from  22nd  to  24th  February  (BGP),  one  on 
Leventhorpe  Ash  Pond  on  10th  and  11th  March  (TK.  SPS.  CSVY).  One  was  at  Fairburn  Ings 
from  16  March  to  16th  April  (PJC.  et  al)  and  Malham  Tarn  from  23rd  to  30th  March  (BSh.  SR.  et 
al).  One  at  Swillington  Ings  on  20th  October  (JW). 

The  long  stay  of  most  of  the  inland  birds  is  noteworthy.  At  least  four  birds  were  found  dead  on 
the  coast  during  February. 
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Slavonion  Grebe  Podkeps  auritus 

Another  species  obviously  brought  in  by  the  Continental  cold  period. 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Easington  Lagoons  on  6th  January  (NAB),  Filey  on  7th  (NAB), 
Flamborough  on  20th  (DIMW),  Hornsea  Mere  on  21st/22nd  (NAB.  RGH.  KR)  and  one  dead  at 
Easington  Lagoons  on  31st  January  (MT).  One  was  found  alive  in  a field  at  Roos  on  29th 
January  and  taken  to  Hornsea  where  it  was  released  on  the  sea  (per  RGH).  February  produced 
one  at  Spurn  on  5th,  singles  (or  a single)  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  14th,  18th  and  26th  with  two  on 
24th  and  25th  (RGH.  IF),  Filey  on  22nd  (PJD)  and  Wheldrake  Ings  on  25th  (KM).  One  at 
Flamborough  on  10th  March  (PAL,  IS)  and  Hornsea  Mere  on  8th  and  18th  April  (RGH).  The 
only  records  at  the  year-end  were  one  at  Spurn  on  1st  November  and  one  at  Flamborough  on 
14th. 

V.C.  62:  One  found  dead  at  Scarborough  on  28th  January  (Mrs  JW.  JRM).  Singles  in 
Scarborough  South  Bay  on  24th  February  and  31st  March  with  two  on  2nd  April  (DIMW). 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Broomhead  Res.  on  2nd  January,  Farnley  Res.,  Bramley  on  22nd  January 
(CGV)  and  Wintersett  Res.  from  11th  October  to  5th  November  (PS)  and  25th  November  to 
15th  December  (PS.  et  al), 

V.C.  65:  One  in  full  summer  plumage  was  on  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  9th  September 
(GDM). 

Black-necked  Grebe  Policeps  nigricollis 

One  in  Filey  Bay  on  13th  January  (JB.  SH).  One  on  the  Humber  at  Skeffling  on  18  February 
(MT),  Singles  were  on  Hornsea  Mere  from  31st  March  to  8th  April,  lOth/llth  April  (AMA. 
RGH),  7th  and  9th  September  (SCM.  DH).  One  was  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  13th  September 
(PJL  KR).  Two  at  Ulley  Res.  on  26th  January  and  one  from  18th  to  20th  March.  Single  birds  at 
Wintersett  Res.  on  19th  August  (PS.  et  al),  Fly  Flatts  Res.  from  21st  to  23rd  August  and  8th 
September  (NO.  NC.  et  al)  and  Mickletown  Ings  on  12th  and  14th  August  (BT). 

Fulmar  Fulmarus  giaciaiis 

More  passing  birds  were  recorded  off  Flamborough  than  off  Spurn  which  is  generally  Jhe  case; 
the  former  locality  had  maximum  counts  of  1470  (north)  on  29th  January  (PAL.  IS),  1900 
(south)  on  3rd  February  (DIMW),  2005  on  26th  September,  2500  on  15th  November,  2840  on 
16th  December  (PAL.  IS),  6120  (north)  on  18th  December  (AG)  and  8500  (north)  on  20th 
December  (AMA.  DIMW).  Spurn’s  maxima  were  161  (north)  on  17th  March,  520  (south)  on 
7th  August  and  484  (north)  on  22nd  September.  Several  ‘blue  phase’  birds  were  seen,  usually 
low  single  figures  but  ten  at  Flamborough  on  14th  March  and  88  on  16th  March  (DIMW).  1100 
flew  north  in  31/2  houis  off  Scarborough  on  19th  December,  a period  of  much  movement  (see 
Flamborough  above). 

Two  flew  over  Catwick  G.P.  on  28th  May  (BR),  one  flew  west  over  Mexborough  Ings  on  27th 
May  (JL.  CR),  one  flew  over  York  on  9th  June  (PR)  and  one  flew  south-east  over  Broomhill 
Flash  on  15th  August  (NWA). 

Cory^s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 

One  flew  north  at  Flamborough  on  13th  April  (PAL.  IS),  eight  (1:6:1)  flew  south  at  Grimston 
on  17th  August  (AWW.  SGW),  one  flew  north  off  Flamborough  on  14th  September  (PAL.  IS). 
Addition  to  1977  Report:  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  11th  and  26th  June  (DIMW). 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  One  at  Flamborough  on  31st  August  (AG.  SR),  two  on  3rd 
September  (PAL.  DIMW)  and  three  on  1st  October  (PAL.  IS.  DIMW). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Correction  to  1978  Report:  The  one  at  Spurn  on  16th  September  was  not  accepted  by  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Great  Shearwater  Puffinus  gravis 

On  25th  August  off  Hornsea  two  flew  north  at  0730  hours,  two  flew  north  at  0745  hours  and 
one  at  0830  hours  (CH.  EMW).  Could  the  same  birds  have  been  indulging  in  a circular 
movement  before  moving  out  to  sea  again  as  none  was  seen  elsewhere? 
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Sooty  Shearwater  Puffinus  griseus 

The  spectacular  numbers  seen  during  autumn  1978  were  not  repeated  but  there  were  relatively 
good  numbers  nonetheless.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  13th  May  and  Spurn  on  15th  June  were 
followed  by  one  at  Filey  on  7th  July  and  one  at  Flamborough  on  12th  before  the  passage  started 
in  early  August.  Spurn  had  ten  on  26th  August  as  its  maximum  for  the  month  but  16  flew  north 
off  Hornsea  and  38  off  Flamborough  on  26th  with  41  at  the  latter  on  28th.  Spurn  had  very  few 
records  during  September  except  for  135  on  22nd  when  585  passed  Flamborough  (AMA.  PAL. 
IS)  and  68  were  seen  off  Filey.  In  contrast,  Flamborough  had  337  flying  north  on  15th  (only  four 
at  Spurn)  and  smaller  numbers  on  several  other  dates.  A few  records  in  October  with  maximum 
of  three  at  Filey  on  13th.  Singles  at  Spurn  on  10th  November  and  Flamborough  on  16th  and  one 
flying  north  at  Scarborough  on  20th  December  (MDW). 

Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus 

Traditionally  scarce  during  the  spring  and  three  early  singles  at  Filey  on  18th  February  and 
Flamborough  on  3rd  and  4th  March  were  all  of  the  race  P.p.mauretanicus.  A few  nominate  birds 
occurred  from  March  before  366  flying  north  at  Flamborough  on  16th  June  when  254  were 
counted  passing  off  Filey.  On  24th  June,  93  flew  south  at  Withernsea  and  165  were  off 
Flamborough  (PAL.  IS.  SML.  et  al).  Spurn  did  not  record  any  before  26th  May  and  had  no 
evidence  of  the  large  numbers  above. 

Flamborough  had  its  best  ever  autumn  passage  and  this  was  reflected  at  other  watch-points 
along  the  coast.  200  flew  north  off  Hornsea  on  4th  August  (CH.  EHW).  On  18th  August,  305 
flew  north  off  Flamborough  (AMA),  726  flew  south  off  Scarborough  (and  76  north)  (RHA. 
MDW)  and  406  flew  south  at  Filey  with  86  south  at  Grimston  (SGW.  AWW).  In  addition  to 
those  moving  through  at  Scarborough  there  were  three  rafts  of  birds  on  the  sea  totalling  240 
(60:80:100). 

Scarborough  had  good  numbers  on  the  17th  and  19th  with  at  least  165  in  three  periods 
totalling  four  hours  on  17th  and  spanning  0630  to  1900  hours  indicating  passage  all  day  with 
further  evidence  of  this  at  Burniston  when  104  passed  in  late  afternoon,  a period  not  checked  at 
Scarborough.  116  flew  north  there  on  19th  (MF). 

The  movement  continued  throughout  August  with  smaller,  but  still  relatively  large  numbers 
involved;  (259  north  at  Flamborough  and  273  north  at  Filey  on  25th  and  191  north  at 
Flamborough  and  591  north  at  Filey  on  28th).  Spurn  had  birds  during  the  same  period  but  daily 
maximum  of  only  58.  In  September,  Flamborough  recorded  566  on  15th,  463  on  21st  and  790  on 
22nd.  These  movements  were  not  seen  off  Filey  but  Spurn  had  175  on  22nd. 

A few  were  recorded  in  November  and  December:  one  at  Spurn  on  10th  November,  two  at 
Flamborough  on  16th  November,  one  on  5th  December,  and  two  on  23rd  December  (PAL.  IS). 
One  flew  north  off  Scarborough  on  31st  December  (MDW). 

Birds  showing  characters  of  the  race  P.p.mauretanicus  were  recorded  fairly  regularly  off 
Flamborough  and  less  so  off  Filey.  One  or  two  birds  were  usual  but  six  at  Flamborough  on  14th 
September  and  three  on  22nd  (AMA.  PAL.  IS). 

Single  birds  considered  to  be  of  the  race  yelkuoan  were  off  Flamborough  on  2nd  and  24th  June 
(DIMW)  and  22nd  September  (PAL.  IS). 

One  flew  around  the  Trent/Ouse  confluence  on  15th  September  (AG)  and  was  seen  over 
Whitton  Sands  (DIMW) 

Little  Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis 

One  flew  north  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  June  (DIMW).  One  flying  north  on  29th  September 
was  considered  to  belong  to  the  race  P.a.baroli  (PAL.  IS) 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  One  at  Flamborough  Head  on  21st  July  (DIMW). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus 

Singles  flew  north  at  Spurn  on  17th  March  and  15th  and  22nd  September.  One  flew  south  at 
Filey  on  7th  October  (T  & VN).  One  was  found  dead  on  an  oil  rig  off  Withernsea  in  late 
November  (BRS.  JRM). 

One  found  injured  near  Brighouse  on  14th  August  died  later.  It  had  been  ringed  on  Skokholm 
in  1978  (per  B.T.O.  Bulletin).  One  was  found  dying  in  Sheffield  on  23rd  October. 
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Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa 

Four  flew  north  off  Spurn  on  22nd  September  and  one  flew  south  on  22nd  October.  One  was 
over  the  Humber  estuary  on  24th/25th  September. 


Gannet  Sula  bassana 

The  Bempton  colony  increased  yet  again  with  about  Vs  of  the  nests  not  visible  from  the  cliff 
top.  The  warden  reported  ca  240  pairs  rearing  ca  200  chicks,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent  on  1978. 

Coastal  movements  occurred  off  the  major  watch-points  with  maxima  of  329  at  Flamborough 
on  27th  April,  the  only  large  number  seen  in  the  early  months,  520  on  22nd  July  and  550  on  14th 
September  (PAL.  IS)  when  Filey  had  263  north  and  635  south  in  3‘/2  hours.  3200  were  off 
Flamborough  on  22nd  September  and  1100  on  30th.  Maxima  at  Spurn  were  100  on  24th  August, 
137  on  28th  August  and  358  on  22nd  September  (Flamborough’s  biggest  day).  A few  (eight 
individuals)  mainly  immatures,  were  seen  up  the  Humber  estuary  as  far  as  Blacktoft,  mainly  in 
September.  A juvenile  flew  east  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  15th  September  and  one  flew  east  over 
Fairburn  Ings  next  day  (same  bird?). 


Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

The  Hornsea  Mere  roost  held  its  usual  numbers  with  maxima  of  54  on  6th  January  and  ca  50 
on  24th  December  (RGH). 

25  nests  with  74  birds  on  ledges  to  the  north  of  Filey  Brig  on  23rd  June  (HJW)  and  95  were 
off-shore  there  on  28th  August,  65  were  at  Flamborough  on  19th  August  and  95  on  10th 
September  (PAL.  IS). 

The  usual  sprinkling  of  birds  at  inland  localities  in  most  months,  mainly  during  April  — early 
June.  Sheffield  had  ten  south  over  Wincobank  and  32  north  over  Parson’s  Cross  on  10th  June.  17 
were  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  7th  April.  A white-headed  bird  was  in  Whitby  Harbour  on  3rd 
March  and  another  at  Wath  Ings  on  19th  March.  Spurn  had  single  birds  with  white  heads  (all 
adults  in  breeding  plumage)  on  18th  March,  11th  April,  13th  April  and  12th  May. 


Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

Ten  to  12  pairs  bred  on  the  headland  at  Flamborough  (PAL.  IS)  ca  15  pairs  bred  at  Bempton. 
Counts  at  Flamborough  showed  maxima  of  65  on  27th  January,  93  on  29th  April,  140  on  12th 
August,  120  on  15th  September  with  160  next  day,  140  on  23rd  September  and  up  to  60  during 
November/December.  90  flew  south  at  Hornsea  on  14th  September  (IF)  and  30  north  there  on 
30th  September  (CHW.  EHW).  Regular  at  Filey  in  small  numbers  with  maximum  of  20  on  18th 
February,  but  no  breeding  in  area  (HJW). 

Five  single  birds  occurred  inland  in  January  (2)  and  November/December  (3). 


Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

Reported  regularly  from  Hornsea  Mere  during  9th  January  to  10th  March;  one  was  found 
dead  on  1st  February  and  two  were  seen  eating  small  mammals  in  grassland  and  small 
invertebrates  in  ice-free  drains.  (RGH.  et  al).  One  was  found  dead  in  an  emaciated  state  near 
Lambwath  Stream,  Withernwick  on  13th  January  (per  BSP).  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  17th 
January  was  very  confiding,  presumably  through  hunger  (PJI).  Another  was  there  on  6th/7th 
October  (BR).  One  was  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th  January  (SCM).  Singles  at  Mickletown  Ings  on 
20th  and  28th  October  (BT)  and  Wath  Ings  on  17th  December  (NA.  PBW). 

See  British  Birds  74,  pp  1-10  for  full  details  of  the  effect  of  the  severe  cold  spell  on  this  species 
during  early  1979. 


Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 

An  immature  bird  was  flushed  from  the  top  of  the  Warren  Heligoland  trap  at  Spurn  at  0630 
hours  on  19th  September,  eventually  flying  off  north  (NP  Senior).  Another  immature,  probably 
the  same  bird,  was  at  Flamborough  Head  on  23rd/24th  September  (JED.  et  al). 

Both  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


8 

Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides 

One  was  present  on  a small  farm  pond  near  Easington  from  30th  May  to  at  least  16  June 
(HMF.  AP.  BRS.  et  al). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

The  first  record  in  Yorkshire  since  1902. 

Great  White  Egret  Egretta  alba 

One  was  feeding  in  the  River  Esk  at  Whitby  on  15th  July  and  was  well  seen  before  it  flew  off 
down-stream  (Mr  and  Mrs  A.  R.  Elliott). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  The  second  record  for  Yorkshire  this  century, 
the  other  being  at  Scaling  Dam  in  1974. 

Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

No  breeding  reports  from  V.C.  61.  In  V.C.  62,  there  were  20  occupied  nests  at 
Sleightholmedale  (GWF)  and  successful  single  nests  at  Mowthorpe,  near  Scarborough  and 
Ellerburn  (MF.  HOB),  the  latter  having  large  young  in  the  nest  on  the  very  late  date  of  14th 
July.  One,  possibly  two  pairs  bred  in  the  Sheffield  area.  The  V.C.  64  heronries  at  Coniston  Cold 
and  Healaugh  were  not  counted. 

Reported  as  becoming  scarcer  at  Hornsea  Mere  with  sightings  on  only  12  dates  during  the 
year,  singly  except  for  two  on  three  dates.  (RGH). 

Two  at  Spurn  on  4th  September  and  three  at  Filey  on  8th  September  with  a few  other  singles 
around  this  time  may  have  come  in  over  the  sea. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 

An  immature  flew  north  at  Filey  Brigg  on  2nd  August  (TH). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia 

An  adult  flew  north  along  the  River  Hill  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  9th  May  (PJI).  One  came  into 
Wath  Ings  from  the  west  on  3rd  June  and  stayed  for  six  hours  (NWA,  JH). 

Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

Two  at  Flamborough  on  21st  January  were  unusual  and  were  no  doubt  there  as  a result  of  the 
severe  weather  (DIMW).  One  flew  north  at  Burniston  on  29th  January  (MF)  and  an  adult  and 
five  immatures  flew  north  there  on  18th  February  (MF).  The  moulting  assembly  at  Hornsea 
Mere  peaked  at  120  in  July.  Ten  flew  in  over  Scarborough  North  Bay  on  13th  July  and  continued 
inland,  probably  making  their  way  to  Hornsea  Mere  (Miss  JW). 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

The  Lower  Derwent  attracted  the  usual  herds  with  47  on  21st  January  followed  by  56  on  28th 
(19  Wheldrake,  36  Aughton,  1 Bubwith  — frozen  over).  After  smaller  numbers,  the  next  peak 
was  80  on  4th  March  and  106  on  11th  at  Bubwith  (DIMW).  The  last  of  spring  were  two  at 
Bubwith  on  22nd  April  (DIMW). 

18  (only  three  juvs.)  returned  to  Bubwith  on  23rd  November  (DIMW)  with  52  on  16th 
December  as  maximum  (J  and  AD). 

Elsewhere,  numbers  were  small  but  widespread,  the  maxima  occurring  during  the  arrival  in 
late  November/December  when  16  were  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  24th  November,  40  at 
Ingbirchworth  Res.  on  13th  December  and  25  at  Ringstone  Edge  Res.  on  15th  December  with 
26  on  26th.  First  of  the  winter  were  one  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  four  at  Wath  Ings  on  26th  October 
with  three  adults  at  Hornsea  on  29th  and  no  doubt  the  same  three  adults  at  Spurn  on  31st. 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

The  Aire  Valley  and  foothill  waters  of  V.C.  63  are  the  stronghold  of  this  species  in  the  county. 
Maxima  were  38  at  Fairburn  Ings  in  early  January  increasing  to  59  by  the  month-end.  38  on  22nd 
December  was  the  year-end  peak.  19  at  Eskholme  on  2nd  and  11th  February  and  20  at 
Mickletown  Ings  on  18th  with  22  on  3rd  March  and  up  to  20  to  month-end.  Up  to  23  were  in  the 
Birkin/Beal  area  from  February  to  April  and  20  there  on  13th  November.  18  were  at 
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Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  22nd  November  and  smaller  numbers  on  other  dates  from  11th 
November  to  year-end.  20  were  at  Almholme  on  lOth/llth  November.  Smaller  herds,  mainly  up 
to  ten,  occurred  at  several  other  waters  in  these  areas  during  the  winter  months. 

Bean  Goose  Anser  fabilis 

A remarkable  year  with  more  records  than  ever  before: 

V.C.  61:  Two  at  Flamborough  on  2nd  January  (PAL),  two  at  Fraisthorpe  (with  37 
Whitefronts)  on  25th  January  (JRM),  four  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  29th  January  (MT)  and  17  at 
Kilnsea  (with  one  Pink-foot)  on  23rd  and  24th  February  (SML.  BSP.  et  al).  In  addition,  six  flew 
north  at  Spurn  on  the  latter  date.  18  came  into  Hornsea  (no  doubt  the  Kilnsea  party)  on  25th 
February  with  34  Whitefronts  (CS)  and  remained  next  day  (RGH).  18  at  Barmston  on  1st  March 
(SR)  and  39  near  Skeffling  in  the  morning  on  5th,  25  of  which  were  still  present  in  the  afternoon 
(MT).  16  were  still  in  the  Kilnsea/Skeffling  area  on  10th  March  (SML)  on  which  date  five  were  at 
Muston  (HJW.  etal).  Two  were  at  Hornsea  on  1st  April  (DB.  RL)  and  a single  on  20th,  28th  and 
29th  April  (RGH.  KR).  Four  flew  over  Barrow  Haven  on  19th  November  (GPC). 

V.C.  62:  One  at  Great  Langton  with  33  Greylags  and  a Whitefront  on  25th  March  (CB). 
V.C.  63:  Eight  on  Swinefleet  Common  on  28th  January  (STH.  TE). 

V.C.  64:  Two  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  with  three  Whitefronts  on  30th  December 
(RE.  PTT) 

Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

Spurn  had  one  on  24th  February  with  six  Bean  Geese  (q.v.).  The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge 
had  only  small  numbers  during  January  with  108  on  23rd  as  maximum.  An  influx  in  February 
with  743  on  8th  whereafter  numbers  remained  fairly  static  but  1170  on  24th,  the  highest  count  of 
the  year.  600  remained  by  2nd  March  and  520  on  4th. 

Ten  at  the  Refuge  on  14th  September  were  the  first  of  autumn  increasing  to  50  next  day,  280 
by  21st  and  510  on  22nd.  Numbers  fluctuated  between  300  and  800  during  October  and  ca  3-400 
during  November  with  597  on  16th  December  and  570  on  21st. 

The  usual  skeins  were  reported  crossing  V.C.’s  63  and  64  during  the  winter,  mainly  during 
January  and  November/December. 

White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

The  four  Hornsea  birds  from  December  1978  remained  until  26th  February  (see  1978  Report). 
23  were  along  the  Humber  during  the  Estuary  Count  of  7th  January.  37  (only  one  juvenile)  with 
two  Beans,  were  at  Fraisthorpe  on  25th  January  (JRM)  and  ca  40  were  at  Hornsea  on  31st  were 
no  doubt  the  same  party.  22  were  at  Sunk  Island  on  5th  February  (MT)  and  34  at  Hornsea  during 
the  last  week  of  February. 

Singles  were  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  28th  April  and  1st  June  with  three  on  1st  August  and  18th 
September  and  on  five  other  dates  to  14th  October.  Two  adults  flew  into  Scarborough  from  the 
south-west  on  28th  January  and  one  was  at  Great  Langton  with  33  Greylags  and  one  Bean  on 
25th  March.  One  bird  of  the  Greenland  race  was  in  the  Leeds/Harrogate  area  with  Canada’s 
from  1st  January  to  7th  May  and  three  flew  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  with  two  Bean 
Geese  on  30th  December  (RE.  PTT). 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

V.C.  61:  Bred  at  Hornsea  Mere,  Rise  Park,  Burton  Constable,  East  Park  Hull,  and 
Wheldrake  with  numbers  increasing  in  all  areas.  Hornsea  holds  the  largest  population  with  ca 
210  on  15th  September  (SML),  17th  October  and  25th  November  with  130  at  year-end  (RGH). 
18  in  the  Lower  Derwent  on  2nd  June  and  25  there  on  9th  December  (HOB.  A & JD).  Nine 
were  at  Fraisthorpe  on  9th  July  and  60  flew  west  at  Market  Weighton  on  10th  August  (DIMW). 
Up  to  seven  were  on  the  Humber  Refuge  on  a few  autumn  dates. 

V.C.  62:  33  were  at  Great  Langton  on  25th  March  (see  Whitefront  and  Bean). 

V.C.  63:  Very  few  recorded,  eight  at  Blacktoft  on  5th  February  being  the  only  number  over 
one. 

V.C.  64:  A pair  hatched  seven  goslings  at  Azerley  Pond,  near  Ripon.  Six  were  at  Givendale 
on  22nd  February  and  seven  on  28th  December. 

V.C.  65:  37  were  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  2nd  January. 
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Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

One  at  Hornsea  Mere  from  28th  April  to  at  least  13th  May  (RGH.  et  al).  One  at  Filey  Brigg  on 
19th  May  (HJW.  et  al).  A blue  phase  bird  was  at  Hornsea  Mere  from  30th  April  until  the 
autumn.  One  at  Blacktoft  with  Canada’s  on  7th  June.  A ‘blue’  bird  was  with  the  Canada  flocks 
on  the  Nidderdale  waters  from  January  to  September  and  a ‘white’  bird  was  at  Angram  on  22nd 
July. 

Published  with  the  usual  escape/feral  proviso. 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Continues  to  thrive  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  the  population  in  the  Nidderdale/Uredale/ 
Wharfedale  areas  remains  high.  The  largest  gatherings  were  886  at  Givendale,  near  Ripon  on 
16th  January  and  600  at  Harewood  on  6th,  584  at  Nosterfield  on  30th  August  and  595  at  Staveley 
Lagoon  on  14th  October. 

Post-breeding  flocks  returned  to  the  Knaresborough  area  waters  earlier  than  usual  and  several 
birds  were  from  the  Midlands,  no  doubt  en  route  from  the  Beauly  Firth  moulting  grounds  to  their 
natal  area.  The  Settle  area  had  more  than  ever  before  due  to  a good  breeding  season.  Bretton 
Park,  V.C.  63’s  main  breeding  water,  produced  46  young.  Several  skeins  of  up  to  60  were  noted 
on  the  move  during  June,  mainly  flying  north  and  no  doubt  to  the  Beauly.  62  were  on  the  Lower 
Derwent  floods  at  Wheldrake  on  9th  December  (J  & AD)  and  smaller  numbers  occurred 
elsewhere  in  the  area.  Reported  from  the  Humber  more  than  formerly  with  three  on  the  Refuge 
on  9th  January,  two  at  Sunk  Island  on  30th  March  and  five  at  Whitton  Sands  on  31st  August. 

Hybrid  Canada  x Greylag  were  present  at  Hornsea  Mere  (2)  and  Wheldrake  Ings. 

Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

In  addition  to  single  birds  at  several  waters  during  the  year  there  were  four  on  the  Humber 
Refuge  on  5th  September  (probably  the  birds  seen  previously  at  Hornsea  Mere)  and  up  to  four 
in  the  Wharfedale  waters  and  Staveley  Lagoon  from  January  to  April  and  September  to 
year-end.  All  the  above  records  are  no  doubt  of  captive  origin.  Seven  flying  north  at  Filey  on 
24th  October  sound  more  genuine  (TIC.  DC). 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

Spurn  had  birds  almost  daily  up  to  14th  April  with  maxima  of  84  on  5th  January,  108  on  22nd 
February,  100  on  25th,  110  on  21st  March  falling  to  ca  20  in  early  April,  the  last  being  one  on 
14th.  First  of  autumn  was  a family  party  of  five  on  29th  September  which  left  to  the  north 
off-shore  after  circling  the  area  briefly.  Three  on  the  Humber  mud  on  6th  October  then  daily  to 
year-end  with  48  on  26th,  115  on  28th  and  140  on  31st.  Treble  figures  remained  throughout 
November  with  maxima  of  186  on  2nd,  209  on  9th,  219  on  24th  and  248  on  30th.  280  on  1st 
December  (the  area’s  largest  flock)  and  178  on  3rd.  The  flock  of  215  on  24th  November  included 
75  birds  of  the  year. 

The  colour-ringed  bird  from  1978  (qv)  was  present  in  January/February  and  from  30th 
October  to  8th  December.  A second  marked  bird  was  seen  on  24th  and  27th  March.  This  had 
been  ringed  in  Norfolk  in  1974  and  had  been  seen  80  times  since  then  at  Norfolk  and  Fohr  in 
West  Germany.  A third  colour-marked  bird  appeared  in  late  March  and  this  had  been  ringed  in 
May  1977  at  Terschelling  in  the  Netherlands.  A fourth  colour-ringed  bird  was  seen  in  October 
which  had  been  ringed  in  December  1973  on  Foulness  Island,  Essex.  This  latter  was  at 
Morbihan,  N.  France  in  December  1976. 

Some  birds  of  the  pale  bellied  form  B.b.hrota  were  seen  at  Spurn  with  eight  on  2nd  January, 
two  on  23rd  February  and  singles  on  25th  February,  22nd  October,  4th  and  9th  December. 

Very  scarce  away  from  the  Humber  with  only  four  records:  one  flying  north  at  Burniston  on 
7th  January  and  two  on  9th,  one  in  Whitby  Harbour  on  14th  January  and  four  north  off 
Scarborough  on  16th  December.  One  was  at  Wyke,  Horbury,  near  Wakefield  on  10th  March. 

Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 

A pair  at  Sutton-on-Derwent  on  24th  March  (DIMW).  Four  flew  south-west  at  Wath  Ings  on 
6th  August,  including  one  immature.  One  was  seen  in  the  Ribble  Valley  at  Settle  on  14th 
January  and  2nd  February.  Two  flew  into  Staveley  Lagoon  on  18th  April  (PTT). 

Published  with  the  escape/feral  proviso. 
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Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna  ferruginea 

Two  adult  males  in  the  vicinity  of  Broomfleet/Faxfleet  during  April  were  eventually  killed  by  a 
train  (DBC.  KR).  A female  was  seen  at  Whitton  Sands  on  several  dates  from  11th  July  to  30th 
October  (TE.  DIMW.  et  al).  One  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th  September  (AG). 

Published  with  the  escape/feral  proviso. 

Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Now  firmly  established  as  a breeding  species  in  the  Lower  Derwent  with  a pair  on  every  Ing 
from  Bubwith  to  Wheldrake. 

980  adults  and  60  juveniles  at  Whitton  Sands  on  8th  July  (DIMW)  was  the  highest  count.  The 
Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  held  maxima  of  880  on  11th  October,  800  on  13th  and  20th  October 
and  628  on  12th  September  and  584  on  1st  November,  numbers  falling  thereafter  to  100-140 
during  December  (ACh). 

Recorded  inland  in  every  month  from  many  localities,  mainly  single  figures  away  from  the 
Upper  Humber.  Exceptions  were  14  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  20  at  Knotford  Nook  on  13th 
December  and  an  unprecedented  flock  of  153  flying  east  over  Whiteholme  Res.  on  23rd  July.  A 
pair  reared  young  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  and  a second  pair  was  present. 

Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

Two  drakes  along  a beck  at  Sleightholmdale,  near  Kirbymoorside  from  29th  April  to  7th  May 
(GWF). 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  even  more  than  in  1978  when  numbers  peaked  in  early 
February  with  8000  on  4th.  7100  on  8th  dropped  to  ca  1900  by  mid-month  to  increase  again  to 
3650  by  the  month-end.  1630  were  present  in  early  March  when  counts  ceased.  Autumn  numbers 
peaked  at  4480  on  18th  November  with  3400  on  28th  December.  Blacktoft  had  a big  influx  onto 
the  river  systems  during  the  hard  weather  early  in  the  year  with  900  on  31st  January,  1100  on  8th 
February  and  1600  on  21st  February. 

The  Lower  Derwent  had  the  usual  high  numbers  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  Hornsea  Mere  had 
maximum  of  325  on  23rd  December  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  had  440  on  24th  January  and  460  on 
18th  February.  Numbers  at  other  inland  localities  did  not  exceed  ca  70  except  for  696  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  25th  February  and  107  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  3rd/4th  November. 
Birds  were  present  during  the  summer  at  Hornsea  Mere,  Tophill  Low  Res.  and  the  Derwent 
Valley  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding.  A female  and  two  fledged  young  were  at  Whitton 
Sands  in  the  summer. 

Spurn  had  160  on  1st  April  but  generally  much  lower  figures.  138  flew  south  off-shore  on  3rd 
October  and  smaller  numbers  on  several  other  dates,  mainly  during  September/October. 

Gadwall  Anas  strep  era 

Breeding  proved  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  (1  pair),  Mickletown  Ings  (1  pair,  7 young),  Wintersett 
Res.  (3  pairs  attempted),  Newmillerdam  (2  pairs,  1 pair  hatched  8,  reared  4). 

The  favoured  water  is  Hornsea  Mere  which  again  produced  the  majority  of  records.  Present  in 
every  month,  not  exceeding  ten  until  May.  A steady  increase  to  60  by  9th  July,  down  to  40  in 
September,  70  to  90  during  October  except  for  160  on  14th  and  then  ca  110  during 
November/December.  Fairburn  Ings  had  maxima  of  only  13  in  February  and  44  in  November. 
Widely  scattered  records  from  many  waters  did  not  exceed  16  (Mickletown  Ings  in  late 
December)  and  were  usually  much  fewer. 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  Single  pairs  bred  successfully  at  Wintersett  Res.  and  Mickletown 
Ings. 

Teal  Anas  crecca 

The  Humber  Refuge  had  maxima  of  600  on  2nd  September,  1000  on  22nd  September,  1300  on 
29th  September  and  1100  on  7th  October  with  ca  300  to  month-end.  Blacktoft  Sands  had  650  on 
22nd  September,  1000  on  12th  October,  650  on  11th  November  and  350  on  3rd  December. 
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Inland  waters  had  the  usual  autumn  influx  with  100  to  300  occurring  at  several  places  in  V.C.s 
63,  64  and  65.  470  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  4th  October  and  500  at  Potteric  Carr  on  7th  December 
were  the  maxima. 

Breeding  reported  from  Wheldrake  and  Aughton  Ings  and  Skipwith  Common.  Pairs  bred  at 
seven  moorland  localities  in  V.C.  63  and  at  eight  lowland  places  with  12  pairs  on  Hatfield  Moors. 
12  broods  in  V.C.  64  included  nine  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  totalling  51  ducklings  and  one  at 
Bleamoor,  Ribblehead,  1650  feet  above  sea  level. 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  400  at  Wath  Ings  on  30th  December  and  750  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
4th  October. 

Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

One  at  Eskholme  floods  on  1st  April  and  three  on  3rd  April  with  one  to  two  birds  at  several 
other  waters  mainly  in  V.C.  63  and  mostly  during  periods  of  passage.  Fairburn  had  most  birds 
with  11  on  19th  July  and  six  on  25th/26th  August.  A pair  possibly  bred  there.  Tophill  Low  Res. 
produced  a good  series  of  records,  one  pair  probably  nesting  (present  from  7th  May  to 
mid- August). 

One  to  two  occurred  along  the  coast  at  Hornsea,  Flamborough,  Bempton  and  Grimston  in 
April  (5  dates)  and  August/September  (3  dates)  in  addition  to  which  an  immature  lingered  at 
Flamborough  from  23rd  September  to  14th  October. 

Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Very  few  breeding  records:  two  pairs  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  two  pairs  (11  young)  at  Wath  Ings, 
one  pair  at  Potteric  Carr  and  eight  broods  reported  from  V.C.  64.  Fairburn  Ings  had  25-30  from 
January-April  and  130  on  20th  August,  280  on  27th  September  and  180  on  14th  October  as 
maxima.  42  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  2nd  October.  Hornsea  Mere  held  maxima  of  30  in  January, 
15-20  during  February  to  June,  25  in  July,  40  by  end  of  September  and  55  by  early  October.  60 
on  25th  November  was  maximum  at  year-end.  Potteric  Carr  had  70  on  6th  October  and  80  on  4th 
November.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  fewer,  not  exceeding  40  and  usually  fewer  at  many 
widespread  localities  mainly  during  autumn. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

A female  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  13th/14th  April  and  again  on  14th  June  (RGH).  A female  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  23rd  December  (GDM). 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

The  cold  weather  during  the  early  months  affected  duck  numbers  at  many  waters:  Hornsea 
Mere  had  2400  on  6th  January  but  only  200  on  19th  and  a maximum  in  February  of  only  120  on 
21st.  The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  between  1000  and  2430  in  January  but  under  100  on 
22nd/23rd  and  29th,  the  2430  being  on  25th  as  birds  came  in  from  presumed  frozen  waters.  Of 
the  many  inland  waters,  Fairburn  and  Harewood  were  the  favourites  in  the  early  months  with 
1400  at  the  former  on  14th  January  and  1453  at  the  latter  on  same  date. 

Numbers  at  the  year-end  were  more  normal  with  1000  to  2000  at  the  two  above  waters  and 
Leighton  Res.  and  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  Hornsea  also  had  high  numbers  with  1050  on  21st 
October,  2300  on  24th  November  and  2000  on  15th  December. 

Pintail  Anas  acuta 

Apart  from  the  Humber  estuary,  Tophill  Low  Res.  and  the  Lower  Derwent  floods,  numbers 
did  not  exceed  11  birds  and  most  of  the  widespread  records  were  of  low  single  figures.  Cherry 
Cobb  Sands  had  100  on  7th  January  and  85  on  4th  February  when  the  whole  estuary  count 
produced  only  95.  25  on  the  Lower  Derwent  on  11th  March  was  the  highest  count  there. 

Autumn  numbers  at  the  Humber  Refuge  were  17  on  11th  September,  78  on  7th  October  with 
30  on  31st  October  and  22  on  1st  December.  70  flew  west  at  Whitton  Sands  on  13th  October. 

50  flew  east  at  Flamborough  on  7th  October  and  22  came  in  over  the  sea  at  Kilnsea  on  14th 
October. 
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Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

Usual  concentrations  at  the  larger  waters  with  maxima  at  Fairburn  Ings  of  190  in  January,  315 
on  19th  February,  150  in  June/July,  200  in  August,  265  in  September,  230  in  October,  165  in 
November,  and  129  in  December.  Southfield  Res.  had  212  on  21st  February  and  250  on  6th 
October. 

Hornsea  Mere  held  very  few  in  early  months,  35  at  end  of  March  being  most.  Maximum  at 
year-end  was  240  on  28th  December.  256  were  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  23rd  December. 

Bred  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  and  near  Aughton  and  possibly  at  Hornsea  Mere.  12  pairs  produced 
41  young  in  V.C.  63.  In  V.C.  64,  Fairburn  Ings  had  nine  broods  totalling  44  young,  Mickletown 
Ings  had  six  broods  totalling  18  young  and  Swillington  Ings  had  one  brood  of  four. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

Tophill  Low  Res.  had  its  regular  drake  on  27th  January,  18th  and  25th  February,  4th  and  15th 
April  and  17th  November  (KR.  PJI,  JHL.  et  al).  Hornsea  Mere  had  what  was  probably  the  same 
drake  on  31st  March.  19th  to  24th  April,  9th  and  20th  August  (RGH.  DPS.  et  al). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 

Breeding  reported  as  follows:  V.C.  61:  nested  at  Bubwith/Aughton  and  probably  at  Hornsea 
Mere.  V.C.  62:  one  pair  at  Seamer  Road  Mere  (six  young)  and  six  young  were  on  the  River 
Derwent  at  Brompton.  V.C.  63:  bred  at  15  sites  including  Wentworth  Park  which  had  seven 
broods  totalling  54  young.  V.C.  64:  86  broods  totalling  500  young  from  20  waters. 

The  usual  winter  flocks  at  most  suitable  waters  with  maxima  of  ca  550  at  Fairburn  Ings  in 
January/February.  Tophill  Low  Res.  had  a record  count  of  830  on  6th  February  (PJI).  Other 
totals  were  mainly  below  350.  24  were  on  Easington  Lagoons  on  13th  January  and  the  Humber 
Refuge  had  more  than  usual  with  a maximum  of  50  on  4th  February. 

Scaup  Aythya  marila 

Movement  along  the  coast  in  early  January  with  70  north  at  Flamborough  on  1st  and  42  on  2nd 
(when  50  passed  north  at  Spurn).  194  flew  north  next  day  and  40  on  6th  (PAL.  IS).  200  were  on 
the  sea  at  Barmston  on  7th  January  (VAL)  and  24  flew  north  at  Easington  on  13th  (KR). 
Jackson’s  Bay,  near  Scarborough  had  48  on  13th  January  and  72  on  21st  (RHA)  and  80  were  in 
Cornelian  Bay  on  14th  January  (A  & JD).  200  were  in  the  Humber  at  Spurn  in  late  January  and 
February  with  maxima  of  365  on  4th  February  and  320  on  24th.  70  were  present  on  18th  March. 
At  the  year-end,  the  only  record  of  note  was  22  flying  south  at  Filey  on  22nd  October  (TIC). 
Inland  records  came  from  26  waters  in  V.C.s  63  and  64,  mainly  during  the  autumn  but  in  most 
months.  One  to  two  birds  were  mostly  involved  but  six  at  Eccup  Res.  on  12th  November  and  five 
at  Worsborough  Res.  on  13th. 

Eider  Somateria  mollissima 

Records  in  every  month  at  Spurn,  mainly  low  single  figures  but  seven  on  the  Humber  in  early 
February,  14  flying  south  on  28th  September,  14  flying  north  on  30th  October,  ten  on  Humber 
on  15th  December  and  14  on  22nd.  20-30  were  in  the  Filey  area  during  January-March  with  37 
on  5th  February  with  the  same  number  in  the  Bridlington  area  during  the  same  period.  52  were 
at  Flamborough  on  6th  January.  Up  to  30  were  in  Cornelian  Bay  during  January.  Three  were  at 
Bridlington  on  14th  May,  five  on  11th  June  and  two  on  13th  July.  Nine  were  at  Filey  on  22nd 
October,  eight  at  Bridlington  on  24th  November  and  nine  off  Flamborough  on  8th  December.  15 
flew  north  off  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  22nd  December. 

A drake  was  inland  at  Treeton  Dyke  Res.  on  23rd/24th  December  (PW.  RP). 

Long-tailed  Duck  Clangulahyemalis 

A female  was  on  Hornsea  Mere  on  six  dates  between  I7th  and  20th  October  and  on  four  dates 
between  3rd  and  11th  November  (RGH). 

A few  records  of  single  birds  along  the  coast  in  the  first  three  months  with  two  at  Filey  on  22nd 
February,  Flamborough  on  3rd  March  and  Bridlington  on  24th  March. 

In  autumn.  Spurn  had  singles  on  five  dates  from  18th  October  to  1st  December  with  four  on 
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11th  November  and  three  on  15th.  Three  at  Flamborough  on  16th  November  (PAL.  IS),  six  at 
Bridlington  on  24th  November  (SML),  four  at  Bridlington  from  30th  November  to  6th 
December,  six  at  Filey  on  15th  December  and  three  on  28th  (TIC.  HJW.  et  al).  One  to  five  birds 
were  in  Scarborough  South  Bay  between  2nd  November  and  4th  December  (CEW). 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

Numbers  along  the  coast  were  not  high  and  the  maximum  was  320  in  Filey  Bay  on  17th/18th 
February,  otherwise  numbers  did  not  exceed  200  (Spurn  — July)  and  were  usually  much  fewer. 

Three  were  on  the  Lower  Derwent  floods  on  8th  April  (GWF).  Occurred  at  nine  inland  waters 
in  V.C.  63  mainly  during  April  and  July  to  September  and  at  11  waters  in  V.C.  64  during  the 
same  periods.  One  to  four  birds  mainly  involved  but  six  at  Broomhead  Res.  on  7th  April,  eight 
at  Widdop  Res.  on  29th  July  and  five  at  Ringstone  Edge  Res.  on  23rd  September.  Four  were  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  (V.C.  65)  on  30th  December  (GDM). 

Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

Recorded  at  Spurn,  Flamborough,  Bridlington  and  Filey  during  the  winter  months  with  nine 
flying  north  at  Filey  on  6th  January  and  nine  in  the  bay  on  2nd  March  and  eight  next  day  as 
maxima  in  the  early  months.  15  were  at  Flamborough  on  23rd  September  (PAL.  IS)  and  smaller 
numbers  were  recorded  at  Filey,  Barmston,  Withernsea  and  Hornsea  during  the  last  three 
months. 

Four  were  inland  at  Langsett  Res.  on  7th  January  (MT),  a drake  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th 
February  (JM)  and  a drake  was  at  High  Green,  near  Barnsley  on  28th  November  (PBW). 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Hornsea  Mere  had  maxima  of  95  on  26th  February,  175  on  31st  March,  230  on  8th  April  falling 
to  116  by  17th  and  25  by  2nd  May,  the  last  being  on  13th  May  (RGH).  Tophill  Low  Res.  had 
maxima  of  50  on  14th  January,  70  on  6th  February  and  35  on  18th  March  with  the  last  on  24th 
May  (PJI).  50  in  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on  18th  January  and  72  on  21st  (JW.  RHA).  40 
were  at  Welton  on  18th  March  (PH).  Singles  at  Broomfleet  Pits  on  20th  May  and  Hornsea  Mere 
on  9th/10th  June  (BSP.  RGH).  Fairburn  Ings  had  maxima  of  33  in  February,  50  in  March  and  60 
on  7th  April. 

First  of  autumn  and  early  was  at  Fly  Flatts  Res.  on  12th  September,  the  main  return  being 
between  20th  and  27th  October.  Fairburn  Ings  had  maxima  of  25  in  December  and  Gouthwaite 
Res.  had  33  in  December. 

Several  birds  were  on  the  rivers  during  the  cold  spell  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  with  20  on  the 
River  Ure,  near  Ripon  on  14th  January  and  45  on  the  River  Wharfe  between  Arthington  and 
Keswick  Flatts  on  10th  February. 

An  immature  drake  was  at  Knotford  Nook  from  10th  June  to  30th  September  and  two  drakes 
were  on  Fly  Flatts  Res.  from  13th  to  15th  June.  A drake  was  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  1st  July 
(GDM). 

Smew  Mergus  albellus 

A drake  in  Burniston  Bay  on  8th  January  (MF).  Two  at  Kilnsea  on  10th  January  (one  drake) 
and  one  there  from  18th  to  23rd  February  (JRS.  MT.  SML).  Singles  at  Sunk  Island  from  2nd  to 
4th  February  (MT),  Flamborough  on  10th  February  (DIMW),  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  25th 
February,  Hornsea  Mere  on  25th  March  and  on  six  dates  between  1st  and  10th  April  (AMA. 
RGH)  and  Filey  on  31st  March  (HJW).  Spurn  had  singles  on  31st  January  and  4th  to  11th 
February. 

Fairburn  Ings  had  four  (one  drake  and  three  redheads)  from  3rd  January  to  20th  April  and  a 
redhead  returned  on  19th  November  and  stayed  to  year-end.  Four  (including  two  drakes)  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  24th  January  and  three  (one  drake)  on  27th  (AG).  Wintersett  Res.  had 
singles  on  1st  January,  9th  to  11th  April,  17th  to  24th  November  and  23rd  to  26th  December  (PS. 
et  al).  Two  were  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  15th  March  (BT)  and  one  at  Southfield  Res.  on  19th 
October  (CF).  One  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  25th  March  (GDM). 

One  at  Hornsea  Mere  from  27th-30th  October  and  two  on  4th  November  (RGH).  A drake 
flew  north  at  Flamborough  on  21st  December  (DGH)  and  a drake  was  on  Butlin’s  Lake,  Filey 
on  28th  December  (RHA).  All  redheads  except  where  stated. 


15 


Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  senator 

One  pair  bred  at  Stocks  Res.  Records  came  from  23  waters  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  in  all  months, 
mainly  during  February/March/ April.  Low  single  figures  mostly  involved  but  13  at  Southfield 
Res.  from  20th  February  to  3rd  March  and  up  to  seven  at  Worsborough  Res.  during  February 
and  March. 

Occurred  along  the  coast  during  the  winter  months  in  small  numbers  from  most  watchpoints 
with  13  at  Filey  on  7th  January  and  14  on  3rd  November  being  maxima.  Five  were  on  the 
Humber  Refuge  on  24th  February. 

Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

In  V.C.  65,  present  in  the  breeding  season  along  the  Rivers  Ure,  Tees  and  Dee  with  proof 
from  only  near  Hutton  Magna  where  one  nest  failed.  Nine  broods  of  young  were  reported  in 
V.C.  64. 

Eccup  Res.  was  the  best  water  with  maxima  of  176  on  25th  January,  139  on  24th  February,  141 
on  8th  March,  54  on  19th  April  and  91  on  30th  December.  The  peaks  in  January  and  February 
no  doubt  included  continental  birds,  coinciding  as  they  did  with  influxes  into  Britain  due  to  hard 
weather.  A total  of  221  birds  was  involved  with  112  redheads  and  109  drakes  (PS).  118  were  on 
the  River  Wharfe  between  Arthington  and  Harewood  on  23rd  February  (Eccup  Res.  frozen),  74 
at  Leighton/Roundhill  Res.  on  11th  March  with  59  on  16th  December.  45  on  the  River  Wharfe  at 
Ben  Rhydding  on  1st  January  and  43  at  Ilton  Res.  on  7th  May.  31  were  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th 
February.  52  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  9th  February  was  the  highest  number  by  far  in  V.C.  63  and 
no  doubt  consisted  of  immigrants.  Otherwise  the  V.C.  had  small  numbers  at  18  localities  during 
January  to  March  and  one  or  two  through  April,  one  in  May  and  one  on  17th  June  and  up  to  six 
at  ten  waters  from  October  to  year-end. 


Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 
A drake  on  the  river  at  Dewsbury  S.F.  on  4th  February  (CB). 

Singles  at  Newington  Flash  from  11th  to  19th  February  (CH.  EHW),  Wintersett  Res.  on  8th 
March  (CJS),  Wath  Ings  on  27th/28th  April  (JH.  JMT),  Morehall  Res.  on  14th/15th  September, 
two  at  Southfield  Res.  on  6th  October  (ML.  CW)  and  one  to  23rd  December.  One  at  Seamer 
Road  Mere,  Scarborough  from  13th  to  24th  November  (MF).  Singles  at  Knotford  Nook  from 
9th-llth  March  (DMP  et  a/),  22nd  October  and  17th  to  20th  November  (PJC.  et  al)  and  at  Paul’s 
Pond,  Leeds  on  1st  November  (DJS). 
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Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus 

One  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  24th  May.  A dark  bird  flew  south-west  over  Mappleton  on  7th 
June  (WFC).  One  at  Deffer  Wood  (V.C.  63)  on  28th  July  (PB)  and  one  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands 
on  3rd  September  (AG). 

Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans 

One  flew  down  the  River  Derwent  at  Bubwith  on  19th  May  (Miss  JF.  HOB). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

One  over  Skidby,  being  mobbed  by  a Carrion  Crow  on  8th  July  (HOB)  was  not  accepted  by 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

One  was  at  Spurn  on  8th  January.  One  flew  south  over  Easington  Lagoons  and  later  down  the 
Humber  at  Spurn  on  19th  April  (MS.  IW).  It  is  interesting  that  a Red  Kite  was  seen  flying 
south-west  at  Saltfleetby  in  Lines,  later  the  same  day. 

Addition  to  1973  Report:  One  in  Farndale  during  June  was  last  seen  on  28th  (M. Brewer  et  al). 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

Good  numbers  were  again  reported: 

V.C.  61:  A series  of  records  from  12th  July  to  the  month-end  at  one  locality  and  food  passes 
seen  on  occasions.  Any  breeding  attempt  would  have  been  upset  by  agricultural  activity.  Four 
creamcrowns  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  11th  May,  a male  on  12th  May  and  single  creamcrowns  on 
28th  May  and  14th  June.  One  flew  south  on  5th  October.  One  was  at  the  Humber  Refuge  on 
20th  February  (ACh)  and  single  creamcrowns  were  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  25th/26th  March  and 
13th  and  19th  April  (DB.  RGH).  One  came  in  over  the  sea  at  Filey  on  13th  April  (TIC.  HJW.  et 
al).  One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  7th  May  and  one  came  in  off  the  sea  at  Mappleton  on  8th.  Filey 
had  one  on  12th  May,  one  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  14th/15th  when  one  flew  north  across  the 
Humber  near  the  bridge  on  15th  (GPC).  Singles  at  Hornsea  on  23rd  and  30th  with  one  at  Tophill 
Low  Res.  on  30th/31st.  Three  birds  passed  through  the  Lower  Derwent  valley  in  July/August. 
Two  males  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  30th  June/lst  July  and  again  on  12th  August  (RGH).  A pair  was 
at  Lissett  on  1st  September  (AMA).  Single  female  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  13th  September  (KR) 
and  one  at  the  Refuge  on  20th  (ACh). 

V.C.  62:  Two  creamcrowns  flew  south  at  Burniston  on  13th  April  (MF).  A pair  was  present  at 
a locality  in  the  north-east  during  May. 

V.C.  63:  At  Blacktoft  Sands,  a single  creamcrown  from  24th  February  to  8th  March.  12 
individuals  passed  through  from  12th  April  to  29th  June  and  six  in  autumn  from  5th  August  to 
end  of  September  (AG).  A pair  present  during  the  breeding  season  (male  from  14th  May  to  19th 
October,  female  from  22nd  May  to  2nd  October)  with  nest  building  by  male  from  late  May  and 
female  carrying  nest  material  in  early  June.  No  further  evidence  of  successful  breeding  but  male 
fed  female  to  late  July.  Both  in  wing  moult  in  June  (AG). 

V.C.  64:  One  at  Swillington  Ings  on  5th  May  (JW)  and  a creamcrown  there  on  23rd  September 
(SP)  and  one  at  Knostrop  on  7th  October  (SPS.  CSVY). 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

V.C.  61:  The  two  ringtails  of  late  1978  at  Spurn,  remained  in  the  area  until  4th  April  and  one 
to  21st.  In  addition  a male  on  28th  February  and  one  ringtail  flew  south  on  18th  April.  A male 
flew  south  on  8th  August  and  another  was  present  on  26th  October  and  a ringtail  next  day  with 
another  on  1st  November.  Elsewhere,  there  were  numerous  reports  of  singles  from  13  coastal 
and  estuarine  areas  in  the  early  months,  all  of  single  birds  except  two  at  Kilnsea  on  2nd  January 
and  two  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  13th  January.  At  the  year-end,  reports  of  singles  came  from  five 
places  in  addition  to  which,  five  were  present  in  the  estuary  count  of  30th  December  (four 
between  Goole  and  Faxfleet  and  one  between  Faxfleet  and  Brough)  per  DBC. 

V.C.  62:  Two  at  Burniston  between  20th  January  and  18th  March  (MF).  Singles  at  Brompton 
Carr  on  23rd  January,  Cromer  Point  on  2nd  February,  Commondale  Moor  on  2nd  March  and 
Newby  on  20th  March.  There  were  records  in  April  from  Bransdale  (2),  Commondale, 
Westerdale,  Danby  Low  Moor,  Stony  Marl  Moor,  and  Fylingdales  Moor.  One  at  Ravenscar  on 
17th  October. 
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V.C.  63:  Up  to  six  birds  frequented  Thorne  Moor  during  February/March,  the  last  being  on 
16th  April.  Up  to  five  at  Blacktoft  Sands  in  January  with  seven  on  17th  February  and  last  one  on 
2nd  May.  Up  to  four  on  Hatfield  Moor  January/March  with  one  on  14th  April.  Two  on  Halifax 
Moor  up  to  13th  April  and  two  on  the  south-western  moors  in  January  when  snow  cover  pushed 
them  off  and  one  on  22nd  April.  Singles  at  Potteric  Carr  and  Wintersett  Res.  on  12th  and  19th 
April  respectively.  A ringtail  remained  throughout  the  summer  at  one  locality. 

In  the  autumn  Thorne  Moor  had  up  to  four,  Blacktoft  Sands  up  to  four,  Hatfield  Moor  up  to 
three,  Halifax  Moor  up  to  two  and  the  south-western  moors  up  to  four.  One  at  Wath  Ings  on 
22nd  October. 

V.C.  64:  Frequently  reported  from  widely  scattered  localities  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  usually 
singly  but  a roost  held  up  to  five  birds.  A pair  reared  two  young  at  one  site  in  the  north-west  and 
another  pair  was  present  all  summer  at  another  (the  latter  now  in  Lancs.). 

V.C.  65:  Eight  records  of  singles,  all  ringtails. 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

A male  at  Grimston  on  16th  May  and  another  male  there  on  30th  May  with  a female  on  29th 
July  (AWW.  SGN).  One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  16th  September  (RGH). 

A ringtail  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  24th-27th  May  (AG).  A female  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  27th 
May  (SCM.  JL)  and  a male  near  Greenhow  Hill  on  28th  July  (PJC). 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Stamford  Bridge  on  21st  August  (TMC).  A very  pale  adult  male  at 
Flamborough  from  3rd  to  5th  October  was  thought  to  belong  to  the  race  butoides  (PAL.  IS).  An 
adult  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  November  (PAL.  IS).  An  adult  female  at  Mappleton  on  30th 
December  (WFC). 

V.C.  62:  A male  on  Strensall  Common  on  11th  February  (J.  and  MA). 

V.C.  63:  One  at  Hatfield  Moor  on  23rd  and  31st  December  (RAM.  ML).  Birds  were  present 
during  the  breeding  season  at  some  localities. 

V.C.  64:  Recorded  singly  at  five  localities  and  a pair  present  at  another  throughout  the  year. 
Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

Widespread  and  increasing  in  the  Sheffield  area  with  evidence  of  continued  spread  to  former 
sites  in  the  east  of  the  area.  Many  reports  from  suburbia  and  built-up  areas  in  several  areas 
indicates  a high  population.  Increase  reported  from  most  parts  of  the  county  with  several 
successful  nests  located. 

Some  passage  at  Spurn  and  Bempton/Flamborough  and  Filey  in  spring  and  autumn  mainly 
ones  and  twos  but  four  at  Flamborough  on  11th  November  and  one  to  four  at  Spurn  during 
23rd-31st  October. 

Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

V.C.  61:  A dark  individual  in  the  Hornsea  area  from  4th  January  to  4th  March  (JH.  RGH.  et 
al).  Singles  at  Dane’s  Dyke  on  14th  January  (VAL),  Bessingby  on  21st  January  (DIMW), 
Bridlington  (high  to  north)  on  25th  February  (CS),  Flamborough  on  11th  March  (PAL.  IS)  and 
singles  on  1st  April  (in  off  sea)  and  19th  May  (IF.  HJW).  One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  20th  April 
(RGH),  Wheldrake  on  14th  May  (BJB),  Haverfield  Ponds  on  20th  August  (WFC)  and  Tophill 
Low  Res.  on  9th  September  (BR).  One  at  Hornsea  on  27th  October  killed  a Moorhen  (RGH). 

V.C.  62:  One  over  Forge  Valley  on  11th  March  (MC),  one  over  Newby  on  24th  April  (MF) 
and  one  in  Troutsdale  on  16th  October  (MF). 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Langsett  on  5th  March,  Cawthorne  Park  on  11th  March,  Haworth  Moor  on 
25th  August,  near  Midhope  on  15th  September,  near  Sheffield  on  2nd  October,  and  Marley  S.F. 
in  November. 

V.C.  64:  Eight  spring  and  23  autumn  records,  all  singles  except  four  drifting  east  at  Staveley 
Lagoon  on  22nd  September.  One  pair  reared  three  young  in  Upper  Wharfedale  (CH). 

V.C.  65:  Singles  at  Grimesgill  on  23rd  February,  Muker  on  6th  November  and  Redmire  on 
30th  December. 
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Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  4th  February  (RGH.  RGS)  and  one  flew  north  there  on 
20th  April  (RGH.  MC).  A very  pale  bird  was  at  Spurn  on  28th  October  and  at  Easington  later  in 
the  day  (MCov.  AG.  KR.  et  al). 

V.C.  62:  Two  over  Kildale  Moor  on  31st  March.  One  in  Bransdale  on  8th  April  and  one 
roosting  there  on  15th  April  (DJB).  A dead  buzzard  found  in  Baysdale  on  7th  May  had  a pale 
tail  with  a dark  terminal  band  (per  BEP). 

V.C.  63:  One  at  Ewden  Heights,  near  Langsett  on  13th  January  (RW),  one  on  Thorne  Moor 
on  22nd  March  (CF.  PF)  and  one  at  Blacktoft  on  19th  April  (AG). 

V.C.  64:  One  in  the  Gouthwaite  Res.  area  from  3rd  February  to  25th  March  and  on  31st 
December  (JEA.  PJC.  KM.  et  al).  One  near  Goldsborough  on  24th  February  (RE.  DRJW). 

Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos 

An  adult  was  at  Long  Grain  Beck,  Lunedale  on  20th  May  (B. Unwin.  P.Gill). 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  25th  March  (RGH.  DBr),  Wheldrake  Ings  and 
Cranbeck  on  the  River  Derwent  on  15th  May  (BJB.  CAStG),  Hornsea  Mere  on  19th  May  (NH. 
RGH)  and  Wansford  from  3rd  to  29th  October  where  it  frequented  a trout  farm  (HTJ.  KR.  et 
al).  One  at  Walford,  near  Bridlington  on  14th  October  (GWF). 

V.C.  62:  Addition  to  1978  Report:  One  at  Hartoft  on  10th  June  (MB).  The  Newburgh  Priory 
dates  should  be  27th  August  to  10th  September  (not  4th  August  to  7th  September). 

V.C.  63:  One  at  Ardsley  Res.  on  16th  April  was  the  only  spring  bird  (JM).  Singles  at  Wath 
Ings  on  15th  July  (PBW),  Dewsbury  S.F.  on  12th  September  (NPS),  Walkley,  Sheffield  on  4th 
October  (JF),  Bretton  Park  on  6th  October  (NL),  Eden  Valley  on  8th,  13th  and  14th  October 
and  Digley  Res.  from  27th  October  to  6th  November  (AR.  JED). 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Follifoot,  near  Harrogate  on  10th  April  (AO’N),  Fairburn  Ings  and 
Staveley  Lagoon  on  14th  April  (GJH.  PTT),  Studley  Park  on  16th  June  (EK)  and  on  the  River 
Ure  at  Ripon  on  19th  June  (BG). 

Lesser  Kestrel  Falco  naumanni 

An  adult  male  flew  west  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th  June  (SCE.  SCM).  The  fourth  record  for 
the  county  and  the  first  since  1909. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 
Occurred  normally  throughout  the  county. 

Passage  recorded  along  the  coast.  Maxima  were  seven  at  Spurn  on  7th  and  11th  September,  22 
on  21st,  nine  on  27th  and  eight  on  14th  October.  Flamborough  had  ten  on  29th  September. 
Small  numbers  were  evident  from  late  July  to  November. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus 

Adult  male  at  Hornsea  on  21st  May  (RGH).  Adult  male  at  Flamborough  on  27th  May  (PAL. 
IS).  Adult  female  south  at  Mappleton  on  22nd  August  (WFC). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  except  for  the  Hornsea  bird. 


Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

Three  pairs  proved  breeding  in  V.C.  63;  one  pair  reared  four  young,  one  had  eggs  stolen  and 
one  pair  reared  two  young.  Only  one  pair  proved  in  V.C.  64,  with  a second  pair  present  at  a site 
during  the  summer. 

Widespread  records  of  single  birds  during  the  winter  months  with  four  on  Hatfield  Moor 
during  January  to  March  and  three  during  December,  six  on  Thorne  Moor  during 
January/February  and  five  in  March  with  four  in  November  and  six  in  December.  Three  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  18th  February. 
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Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

42  sightings  in  the  county  from  all  V.C.s  except  V.C.  65.  14  records  were  in  May/June  and  the 
remainder  from  mid-July  to  end  of  October.  Most  records  were  from  V.C.s  61  and  63  (ie  the 
southern  half)  and  some  were  along  the  coast  indicating  passage.  There  were  nine  records  of 
singles  from  Filey,  Flamborough,  Mappleton,  Hornsea,  and  Spurn  from  13th  May  to  25th  June 
and  12  records  of  singles  from  Filey,  Flamborough,  Grimston,  Hornsea,  and  Spurn  from  13th 
August  to  29th  October. 


Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

V.C.  61:  Spurn  had  one  on  7th  and  17th  April,  one  on  13th  September  and  one  on  4th 
November.  Single  birds  at  Filey  on  27th  January,  Hornsea  on  11th  April,  Filey  on  12th  and  23rd 
March  and  Hornsea  Mere  on  3rd  May,  17th  October  and  11th  November  juvenile).  One  at 
Flamborough  on  23rd  December  and  a male  at  Filey  on  23rd  December  came  in  over  the  sea. 

V.C.  62:  A juvenile  at  Osmotherly  on  30th  September. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Thorne  Moor  on  6th  January,  Penistone  area  on  10th  February  and  22nd 
March,  Wintersett  Res.  on  1st  April  and  18th  November,  Whiteholme  Res.  on  4th  September 
and  Queensbury  on  16th  September. 

V.C.  64:  18  reports  of  single  birds  from  the  Settle  area  and  four  from  the  lowlands.  Singles  at 
Fairburn  on  4th  February,  near  Knaresborough  on  17th  March,  Knotford  Nook  on  18th  March 
and  Swillington  Ings  on  16th  April. 

V.C.  65;  Singles  at  Richmond  on  20th  February.  Colsterdale  Moor  on  14th  August  and  Reeth 
on  28th  October. 


Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus 

The  severe  weather  and  poor  breeding  season  combined  to  give  a very  poor  year  on  many 
moors.  No  shooting  was  undertaken  on  moors  in  the  Settle  area.  In  contrast,  the  keepers  on 
Langsett  Moor  claim  the  largest  bags  for  over  three  years.  Birds  came  down  from  Pott  Moor  into 
lower  fields  on  22nd  January  in  wintry  conditions  and  were  noted  feeding  on  hawthorn  berries 
(PY).  Concentrations  after  heavy  snow  totalled  1000  on  Broomhead  Moor  on  3rd  January  and 
1000  on  Jenny  Common,  Langsett,  on  1st  with  500  on  27th  and  4th  February.  300  were  on 
Barden  Moor  on  25th  January  and  400  on  28th. 


Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix 

At  least  three  broods  reared  on  Angram  Pastures.  Up  to  16  males  on  the  Greenfields  area  in 
Langstrothdale  in  spring,  one  of  the  county’s  strongholds.  Numbers  in  the  Settle  area  were  down 
compared  with  recent  years.  Recent  afforestation  in  the  upper  dales  of  V.C.  65  has  attracted 
small  numbers  as  follows:  Tow  Hill,  up  to  six  males  in  March;  Downholme,  near  Richmond,  up 
to  six  males;  Mickletown  Moor  (now  in  Durham)  up  to  five  males;  Stang  Forest,  pair  on  3rd 
March;  Baugh  Fell  (now  Cumbria),  female  with  eight  eggs  on  3rd  June;  Leighton  Res.,  female 
on  23rd  February;  Pott  Moor,  female  on  15th  September;  Sourmire  Moor,  male  on  12th 
October. 


Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

Common  in  the  lowlands  of  V.C.s  61  and  63  with  40  pairs  on  Halifax  Moor  and  a covey  of  54 
on  31st  December.  More  records  from  the  Huddersfield  area  in  recent  years.  One  near  Hawes  in 
late  May  was  unusual,  so  far  up  the  dale.  Very  few  in  the  Hutton  Magna  area  after  the  hard 
winter. 


Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

No  apparent  change  in  status  with  a few  large  coveys  from  V.C.  63,  the  maxima  being  80  near 
Wentworth  in  February  and  December,  76  at  Wintersett  on  17th  February.  Ca  35  were  on 
Hatfield  Moor  during  the  summer.  62  were  in  Ripley  Park  (V.C.  64)  on  3rd  January  and  59  were 
at  Acomb,  York  on  4th.  30  were  at  Leighton  Res.  on  1st  January. 
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Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

V.C.  61:  One  calling  near  Hornsea  on  7th  June  (WFC). 

V.C.  62:  One  calling  from  barley  at  Wilton  on  28th  July  (Miss  JF.  HOB).  One  seen  and  heard 
near  Brandsby  on  18th  September  (per  PH). 

V.C.  63:  Singles  heard  at  Whitley  Common  on  19th  May  and  9th  June,  Ingbirchworth  on  5th 
and  9th  June  and  at  Skellow  on  23rd  and  26th  June. 

V.C.  64:  One  calling  from  a hay  field  near  North  Rigton  on  27th  and  30th  June  and  1st  July 
(JF).  One  calling  from  barley  at  Marton-cum-Grafton  during  July  and  early  August. 

Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

Occurred  commonly  throughout  all  suitable  parts  of  the  county,  numbers  being  augmented  in 
early  autumn  as  usual  by  birds  reared  for  ‘the  shoot’. 

Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

Bred  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  two  pairs  present  in  the  summer  at  Blacktoft  Sands.  Winter 
maxima  were  ca  30  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  2nd  January  and  20th  October  with  ca  35  on  15th 
December,  25  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  25th  February.  Reported  from  many  other  areas  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  months.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  1st  and  27th  January  and  at  Spurn  on 
8th,  20th/21st  January  and  10th  and  25th  February  as  well  as  in  March/April.  Only  three  records 
at  Spurn  in  the  autumn. 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  A brood  of  five  at  Old  Denaby. 

Corncrake  Crex  crex 

One  calling  in  Loxley  Valley  (V.C.  63)  on  29th  May  (HB),  one  flushed  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
10th  August  (PS  et  al)  and  one  calling  at  Ossett  on  16th  August  (GC). 

Coot  Fulica  atra 

Numbers  at  Hornsea  Mere  were  much  reduced  by  the  severe  weather  in  the  early  months  but 
a good  breeding  season  followed.  600  were  present  on  23rd  September,  1900  on  21st  November 
and  2000  on  16th  December  (RGH).  The  hard  weather  pushed  birds  into  the  littoral  and  there 
were  singles  at  Filey  and  Barmston  on  6th  January  and  eight  in  Bridlington  harbour  on  same  day 
and  seven  there  on  11th  January  and  1st  February  (NAB.  CJS).  100  were  in  Scarborough  North 
Bay  on  5th  January  (Mrs.  JW)  and  22  were  on  the  sea  at  Jackson’s  Bay  on  6th  January  (RHA). 
Spurn  had  one  on  the  sea  on  14th  January  and  one  to  six  regularly  on  the  Humber  shore  area  up 
to  25th  February. 

Numbers  inland  in  the  autumn/winter  were  normal  with  a maximum  at  Fairburn  Ings  of  1250 
during  September.  595  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  30th  December  was  the  highest  number  for 
the  site.  A pair  attempted  to  breed  at  Blacktoft  Sands  for  the  first  known  time. 

Crane  Grus  grus 

One  flying  north  over  Hornsea  Mere  on  27th  May  (RGH).  One  was  in  the  Lissett  area  from 
ca  15th  to  23rd  August  (MC.  KR).  One  was  at  Burniston  from  ca  20th  to  28th  April  (TH.  PJD. 
FJT).  One  in  the  Newington  area  from  20th  June  to  1st  July  (DJB.  CHW.  et  al).  One  on  Thorne 
Moor  from  26th  October  to  11th  November  (MH.  ML.  WHP.  et  al). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

One  seen  in  flight  near  Gate  Helmsley  on  10th  June  (PD)  was  not  accepted  by  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee. 

Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Three  to  four  pairs  bred  along  the  Lower  Derwent  valley  between  Bubwith  and  Wheldrake 
(HOB)  and  a pair  bred  near  the  Pocklington  Canal  at  Melbourne  (HOB). 

Inland  passage  occurred  as  usual  at  most  waters  and  in  all  months.  Maxima  were  57  at 
Masham  G.P.  on  11th  March  and  42  in  the  Ribble  Valley,  near  Settle  on  15th,  42  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  25th  and  32  on  14th  April.  Westerly  movements  at  Blacktoft  Sands  in 
spring  and  autumn  with  1186  counted  on  18  days  between  23rd  July  and  9th  September  with 
daily  maximum  of  352  on  3rd  August  (AG). 
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Numbers  wintering  on  the  Humber  at  Spurn  have  increased  in  recent  years  and  3400  in 
November  and  3120  in  December  are  the  highest  counts  in  the  last  30  years.  700  were  in 
Cornelian  Bay  on  5th  October. 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta 

One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  3rd  April  (AMA)  and  one  came  into  Spurn  from  the  north-east  on 
same  day  probably  the  same  bird.  One  at  Sandsfield  G.P.  on  4th  May  (EWR.  WFC.  RGH). 
One  on  Easington  ponds  on  11th  May  (SML).  One  south  off  Hornsea  on  4th  August  (CHW. 
EHW).  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  18th  August  (PJD).  Two  at  Whitton  Sands  on  2nd 
September  (TE)  and  11  flying  south  in  one  party  off  Hornsea  on  4th  September  (WFC).  Two  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  flew  up  the  River  Trent  on  8th  July  and  there  were  two  there  on  2nd  and  7th 
September  (AG).  An  unprecedented  series  of  records. 

Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrim  dubius 

The  first  of  spring  was  one  at  Arthington  on  10th  March  which  was  well  ahead  of  the  next  birds 
at  Potteric  Carr  and  Wath  Ings  on  27th.  Not  generally  distributed  until  the  second  week  of  April. 
Maxima  in  the  autumn  were  15  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  15th  July,  20  at  Wath  Ings  on  isth 
August,  and  16  at  Mexborough  North  Ings  on  11th  July  and  20  at  the  month-end.  One  at 
Knostrop  S.F.  on  29th  September  was  the  last. 

Breeding  was  sporadically  reported:  single  pairs  at  three  sites  in  V.C.  61, 17  pairs  at  12  sites  in 
V.C.  63  and  two  pairs  in  V.C.  65  (Bolton-on-Swale  G.P,  and  Great  Langton  on  river  shingle). 

Ringed  Plover  Charadrim  hiaticula 

Inland  breeding  occurred  at  one  site  in  South  Yorkshire,  single  pairs  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  and 
Masham  G.P.  with  two  pairs  at  Nosterfield  G.P.,  one  pair  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.,  and  one 
pair  near  Catterick. 

Marked  passage  through  V.C.  63  during  May  with  27  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  15th,  10  at  Wath 
Ings  on  21st,  28  at  Newington  Flash  on  8th  and  31st  and  at  Mexborough  North  Ings  there  were  16 
on  12th,  41  on  19th  and  35  on  22nd  with  one  to  three  at  six  other  sites. 

V.C.  61  had  80  at  Wilsthorpe  on  3rd  February,  87  at  Bridlington  South  Beach  on  20th 
February  (SML)  and  50  at  Whitton  Sands  on  14th  and  19th  May  (TE.  STH).  20  were  at  Bubwith 
on  19th  May,  54  at  Welton  on  12th  July  and  100  on  the  foreshore  there  on  11th  August  (EWL). 
Spurn’s  maxima  were  83  on  18th  August,  109  on  30th,  114  on  3rd  September  and  65  on  22nd. 

Kentish  Plover  Charadrim  aiexandrinm 
Addition  to  1976  Report:  A female  at  Spurn  on  22nd  August  (HJW). 

Dotterel  Charadrim  morinellm 

One  on  Whitley  Common,  near  Ingbirchworth  on  26th  April  (FJW),  Six  at  Spicer  House 
Lane,  near  Ingbirchworth  on  20th  and  21st  May  with  two  on  22nd  (CB  et  al).  One  flew  over 
Kilnsea  on  12th  September. 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  Three  at  Nawton  Mulgrave  in  V.C.  62  on  20th  and  21st  May,  one 
being  killed  by  a car  on  latter  date  (KR.  DR). 

Golden  Plover  Pluviaiis  apricaria 

V.C.  61:  The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  regularly  had  up  to  1500  during  October-December 
with  2250  on  7th  October,  6000  on  28tli  November,  4400  on  1st  December  and  ca  8000  on  8th 
December,  the  largest  flock  ever  recorded  in  the  vice-county  (AC.  BSP.  et  al).  Elsewhere  there 
were  1250  near  Howden  on  10th  October  (DIMW)  and  400  to  600  at  five  other  localities. 

V.C.  62:  200  at  Cayton  Carr  on  11th  November  was  the  largest  flock  reported  (MF). 

V.C.  63:  Large  flocks  occurred  at  13  localities  in  both  spring  and  autumn/winter.  Flocks  in 
excess  of  1000  were  1300  at  Southfield  Res.  on  31st  March  and  2000  there  during  early  April, 
1500  at  Todwick  on  5th  April,  2500  at  Wadworth/Loversall  on  25th  November,  1000  at  Wath 
Ings  on  4th  December  and  1200  at  Southfield  on  12th  December.  Many  showing  characters  of 
the  Northern  race  were  evident  in  April/May. 

V.C.  64:  1400  at  Wharfe  Ings  on  15th  April,  1250  at  Ryther  on  22nd  April  and  1200  at 
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Appleton  Roebuck  on  5th  May.  In  autumn  there  were  1200  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on  6th 
September,  1000  in  Penny  Pot  Lane,  Harrogate  on  18th  November,  2000  at  Thorner  Lane  End, 
Leeds  on  3rd  December  and  1000  near  Wetherby  on  6th  December. 

V.C.  65:  519  near  Catterick  on  30th  December  was  the  largest  flock. 

Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

ca  100  along  the  Humber  on  the  Estuary  Count  of  7th  January.  118  flew  south-east  at  Stone 
Creek  on  15th  May  and  another  90  were  at  roosts  in  the  fields  (SML).  100  at  Cherry  Cobb  Sands 
on  10th  August  (BSP). 

Reported  from  13  inland  waters  in  V.C.  63  and  four  in  V.C.  64,  mostly  from  July  to 
December,  mainly  singly  but  four  at  Wath  Ings  on  4th  October. 


Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 
Flocks  were  large  with  the  following  maxima: 

V.C.  61:  4500  at  Bubwith  on  7th  December  and  7500  at  Aughton  on  9th  December  (DIMW). 
V.C.  63:  Up  to  5000  in  the  Southfield  Res.  area  during  early  December.  3500  at  Wath  Ings  on 
9th  December  and  3000  at  Pugneys  G.P.,  Wakefield  on  8th  December. 

V.C.  64:  13  flocks  of  over  1000  to  2000  with  2500  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  4th  August  and  3000 
in  the  Ribble  Valley  during  August/September. 

Knot  Calidris  canutus 

The  Estuary  Count  on  7th  January  showed  23,300  along  the  Humber,  mainly  distributed  as 
follows:  13,000  Stone  Creek  — Patrington  Haven,  8,000  Patrington  Haven  — Easington,  1,800 
at  Spurn.  Ca  100,000  were  present  on  4th  February  and  5,350  on  30th  December  (per  DBC). 

Reported,  mainly  singly  from  nine  inland  localities  mostly  in  September.  At  Hay-a-Park  G.P. 
on  9th  September,  two  were  down  and  18  flew  north-west  and  eight  were  at  Fairburn  Ings  from 
12th  to  14th  September.  50  flew  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  August.  40  fed  in  the  inner 
harbour  at  Whitby  on  14th  January  (GWF). 
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Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

The  numbers  along  the  sands  of  Bridlington  Bay  south  to  Barmston  were  150  on  22nd 
January,  417  on  3rd  February  and  275  on  24th  November.  35  in  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on 
26th  March  and  23  on  6th  December.  Scarce  in  the  Upper  Humber  and  four  at 
Faxfleet/Broomfleet  on  16th  May,  at  Welton  Water  on  19th  and  three  at  Whitton  Sands  on  19th 
could  be  the  same  birds.  Four  were  again  at  Whitton  Sands  on  22nd  August.  One  at  Bubwith  on 
the  Lower  Derwent  on  7th  May  (HOB).  Inland  records  came  from  11  sites  in  V.C.  63  and  eight 
in  V.C.  64,  mainly  singly  and  mostly  in  May.  Five  at  Pugneys,  Wakefield  on  30th  July  was  the 
maximum. 

Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

Fewer  than  last  year  although  records  came  from  several  coastal  and  inland  localities,  mainly 
during  May  and  August  to  October.  One  at  Bubwith  on  18th  April  (DIMW)  was  the  only  bird  in 
that  month.  May  produced  one  to  three  at  Whitton  Sands,  Easington  Lagoons,  Hornsea  and 
Blacktoft  Sands  with  two  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  6th  June,  one  remaining  on  7th. 

Recorded  from  17  places,  both  coastal  and  inland  between  19th  July  and  mid-October  mostly 
low  single  figures  but  maxima  at  Blacktoft  Sands  of  15  on  7th  October  and  at  Wath  Ings  of  13  on 
30th  September.  One  was  on  the  Humber  between  Goole  and  Faxfleet  on  30th  December. 

Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 
One  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  19th  May  (AG). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

One  at  Spurn  on  12th  September  was  caught  on  13th  and  stayed  until  22nd.  It  was  joined  by  a 
second  bird  on  19th  which  stayed  to  5th  October.  One  at  Wath  Ings  from  13th  to  18th  September 
(JH.  NWA.  JMT.  et  al).  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  15th  September  (DEM.  et  al). 

Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

The  only  spring  record  was  one  in  summer  plumage  at  Whitton  Sands  on  19th  May.  A few 
records  at  eight  inland  sites  and  six  coastal/estuarine  sites  from  July  to  early  October,  mainly  low 
single  figures  but  seven  at  Whiteholme  Res.  on  12th  September.  Blacktoft  Sands  had  a good 
passage  with  peaks  of  40  on  9th  September  and  20  on  19th.  20  were  on  Whitton  Sands  on  6th 
October. 

Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

Spurn  had  one  to  two  birds  on  five  dates  in  April,  July,  October  and  November.  40  at 
Bridlington  on  6th  January,  72  on  25th  January  (CJS)  and  90  on  3rd  February  (IF.  SML).  Filey 
had  230  on  7th  January,  2^  on  8th,  200  on  several  February  dates,  250  on  3rd  March  and  255  on 
1st  April  and  100  on  23rd  October  and  3rd  November.  Bridlington  had  88  on  24th  November 
and  80  on  1st  December  (SML.  CJS).  39  in  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on  14th  January  and  64 
on  the  Marine  Drive  on  29th  November  (Mrs.  JW). 

One  inland  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  11th  November. 

Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

The  Humber  Estuary  counts  gave  totals  of  23,580  on  7th  January,  16,060  on  4th  February  and 
7,500  on  30th  December  (per  DBC).  5,000  were  at  Cherry  Cobb  Sands  on  10th  August  (B  and 
SP).  Smaller  gatherings  were  at  several  other  estuarine  and  coastal  localities. 

Occurred  in  all  months  at  most  inland  waters,  mainly  at  times  of  passage,  maxima  being  21  at 
Mickletown  Ings  on  14th  May,  17  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  18th  July,  15  at  Mexborough  North 
Ings  in  late  July,  38  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  17th  August  and  12  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  8th 
September.  35  were  at  Southfield  on  the  River  Went  on  4th  February. 

Blacktoft  Sands  had  220  in  early  January,  650  on  15th  May,  220  in  September,  800  on  20th 
October,  500  roosting  on  6th  November  and  300  in  December. 

Few  breeding  sites  checked  but  known  to  have  nested  at  the  usual  sites  west  of  Huddersfield 
and  Sheffield. 
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Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

One  at  Burniston  on  7th  January  (MF),  a female  at  Whitton  Sands  on  11th  February  (DIMW) 
and  two  at  Newington  Flash  on  4th  February. 

Spring  passage  was  light  during  April/May  with  one  to  five  occurring  at  ca  12  coastal  and 
inland  (mainly  the  latter)  localities.  The  Lower  Derwent  attracted  up  to  12  during  April/May 
(HOB.  DIMW). 

More  in  autumn  with  records  from  several  inland  and  estuarine  sites,  mainly  low  single  figures 
but  Wath  Ings  had  ten  on  26th  August  and  eight  in  early  September.  Maxima  of  12  at  Farnham 
G.P.  on  19th  August,  16  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  29th/30th  August  and  ten  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  1st 
September.  Blacktoft  Sands  had  monthly  maxima  of  21  on  19th  August,  22  on  20th  September, 
19  on  17th  October,  14  on  2nd  November  and  12  on  2nd  December  with  the  last  two  on  16th 
(AG).  Ten  were  at  Whitton  Sands  on  15th  September  and  20  on  5th  October  (DIMW).  33 
passed  south  at  Spurn  on  19th  August. 

Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

Fewer  than  usual  reported  from  V.C.s  61  and  63.  One  at  Grimston  on  17th  April  and  one  at 
Knotford  Nook  G.P.  were  the  last  of  spring  except  for  one  at  Spurn  on  28th. 

One  at  Spurn  on  19th  September  was  the  first  of  autumn  followed  by  singles  at 
Adwick-le-Street  and  Thrybergh  Tip  on  23rd  and  one  at  Filey  on  24th. 

Wath  Ings  attracted  six  on  6th  October  and  9th  December  and  five  were  at  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  on  1st  December.  The  bulk  of  records  were  of  single  birds. 

Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

Flamborough  had  48  on  6th  January,  coinciding  with  a targe  influx  of  Woodcock  (qv) 
(DIMW).  92  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  16th  November  was  the  largest  concentration 
in  V.C.  61. 

V.C.  63:  Wath  Ings  attracted  100  on  2nd  January,  150  during  March,  300  on  10th  April;  200  by 
end  September,  250  on  6th  October,  300  on  4th  November  and  200  on  2nd  December.  Nowhere 
else  did  numbers  exceed  120  except  for  163  at  Went  Ings  on  8th  April. 

V.C.  64:  The  largest  count  was  125  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  12th  September  with  120  at  Fulford 
Ings  in  late  March. 

V.C.  65:  141  at  Hutton  Magna  on  1st  April  and  162  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  11th 
November. 

Dowitcher  sp.  Limnodromus  griseusiscolopaceus 
Two  flew  south  along  the  Humber  shore  at  Spurn  on  9th  September  (JC.  DP.  JMT). 

Not  yet  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

A very  large  influx  along  the  coast  south  of  Filey  during  first  six  days  of  the  year  with  46  at 
Flamborough  on  1st  and  96  on  6th  with  50  on  14th  (PAL.  IS).  Ca  100  in  the  woods  at  the  western 
end  of  Hornsea  Mere  during  3rd  to  6th  (RGH).  Ca  50  were  shot  at  Winestead  on  the  week-end 
of  13th/14th  (per  MT).  Coastal  numbers  remained  high  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  with  20 
at  Flamborough  on  26th  January  and  22  on  4th  February  and  Hornsea  had  40  in  mid-February 
and  28  were  at  Grimston  on  3rd  March.  Spurn  had  only  up  to  eight  during  the  first  five  days  of 
January  and  up  to  three  during  the  rest  of  the  month.  Ten  were  in  Mulgrave  Woods,  Sandsend 
on  6th  January.  An  influx  of  23  at  Flamborough  on  26th  October  was  not  reflected  elsewhere. 

Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

V.C.  61:  Three  at  Bubwith  on  13th  April  (DIMW)  and  six  in  breeding  plumage  flew  down  the 
Ings  and  split  into  three  pairs  on  21st  (HOB).  Seven  were  in  the  Aughton/Ellerton  stretch  on 
22nd  April  (A  & JD)  with  singles  at  North  Duffield  on  26th  April  (HOB)  and  Wheldrake  on  8th 
August  (A  & JD).  Singles  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  22nd  to  24th  and  30th  April  (PJI.  NAB. 
KR),  Mappleton  on  8th  May  (WFC),  Cherry  Cobb  Sands  on  10th  August  (B  & SP)  and  Whitton 
Sands  on  ISth  August  with  three  there  on  26th  September  (DIMW).  Singles  at  Spurn  on  7th 
July,  7th,  19th  and  27th  August  and  28th  October. 
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V=C.  63:  Two  at  Wath  logs  on  7th  April  and  singles  on  9th/10th  April  and  7th  and  26th  July 
with  four  on  28th  July,  one  of  which  stayed  to  18th  August.  Three  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  10th 
April  and  one  on  14th/15th  with  singles  on  26th  July  and  30th  September.  Two  at  Southfield  Res. 
on  2nd  May  and  singles  on  9th  May  and  4th  August.  Singles  at  Mexborough  N.  Ings  on  9th  June 

and  13th  July. 

V.C.  64:  Two  at  Tadcaster  on  8th  April.  Fairburn  had  singles  on  4th  April  and  7th  May  with 
two  on  14th  May,  8th  July,  18th/19th  July  and  one  from  25th  July  to  6th  August  with  seven  on 
7th  August.  One  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  from  11th  to  18th  July  and  three  on  25th  and  29th.  Two  at 
Flay-a-Park  G.P.  on  27th  August  and  one  at  Knostrop  S.F.  on  22nd  August. 

All  records  listed. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  iapponica 

The  Estuary  count  (Spurn  to  Goole)  gave  figures  of  276  on  7th  January,  325  on  4th  February 
and  223  on  30th  December,  mainly  in  the  lower  reaches  (per  DBC).  Outside  the  mid-winter 
period  birds  were  more  frequent  in  the  upper  reaches  with  75  at  Whitton  Sands  on  23rd  July  and 
130  on  19th  September  (TE.  STH),  180  on  26th  September  and  170  on  5th  October  (DIMW).  90 

were  at  Stone  Creek  on  15th  May  (SML). 

Birds  passed  inland  at  several  waters  from  April  to  October  mainly  during  April  and 
September.  Maxima  were  53  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  7th  July,  42  at  Whiteholme  Res.  on  4th 
September  and  32  on  6th,  30  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  3rd  September.  In  addition,  Blacktoft  Sands 
had  good  numbers  with  westerly  movement  from  17th  July  to  4th  September  during  which  213 
flew  west  on  23  dates.  A roost  on  spring  tides  during  September  held  maxima  of  50  from  5th  to 
9th  and  60  on  7th. 

Whimbrel  Numenim  phaeopus 

The  usual  spring  and  autumn  passage  at  most  coastal  watchpoints  and  at  many  inland  areas. 
Maxima  were  55  south  in  one  flock  at  Mappleton  on  26th  July,  33  south  at  Filey  on  29th  July  and 
22  south  at  Flamborough  on  30th,  44  at  Flamborough  on  18th  August  and  88  south  in  one  flock 
at  Grimston  on  same  day,  15  at  Bempton  on  2nd  September  and  24  at  Filey  on  3rd.  Spurn  had 
autumn  passage  from  6th  July  to  4th  September  with  daily  maxima  of  37  on  14th  July,  29  on  15th 
July  and  33  on  8th  august.  28  moved  west  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  14  dates  between  1st  July  and 
22nd  September  with  ten  on  10th  July  as  maximum.  Maxima  at  inland  sites  were  21  at  Elsecar  on 
15th  August,  11  over  Fairburn  logs  on  17th  August  and  15  over  Markington  on  4th  September. 

Curlew  Numenim  arquata 

The  Estuary  count  (Spurn  to  Goole)  showed  140  on  7th  January,  930  on  4th  February  and 
1170  on  30th  December  (per  DBC).  2000  at  Cherry  Cobb  Sands  on  10th  August  (B  & SP).  The 
Ribble  Valley  flocks  numbered  300  on  11th  March  and  250  on  5th  September.  Spurn  had  many 
passing  during  mid-July  to  mid-October  with  daily  maxima  of  125  on  4th  September  and  500  on 
21st  October.  Birds  passed  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  60  dates  between  11th  June  and  15th 
September  totalling  1544. 

Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

A few  winter  records:  Wath  Ings  had  singles  from  6th  to  13th  January  and  3rd  to  8th  February, 
Thorngumbald  on  4th  February,  Cherry  Cobb  Sands  on  23rd  February  and  Kilnsea  on  18th 
November.  Spring  passage  at  several  inland  localities  involved  many  single  birds  during  April  to 
June  and  in  autumn  the  situation  was  similar  from  July  to  October,  but  Fairburn  Ings  had  up  to 
five  in  August,  four  in  September  and  three  in  early  October.  Five  flew  west  at  Grimston  on  14th 
September. 

Redshank  Tringa  totanm 

Estuary  Counts  (Spurn  to  Goole)  gave  totals  of  2440  on  7th  January,  2000  of  which  were  at 
Patrington  Haven  and  1100  on  4th  February  (per  DBC).  A roost  at  Blacktoft  Sands  held  100  on 
20th  October  and  110  on  6th  November.  Wintering  birds  in  the  Ribble  Valley  peaked  at  28  in 
January  and  ten  in  December. 

Ca  20  pairs  bred  in  the  Sheffield  area  reflecting  the  recent  increase  as  a breeding  species. 
400  were  at  Cherry  Cobb  Sands  on  10th  August  and  141  were  in  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough 
on  4th  March. 
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Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

A light  spring  passage  from  8th  March  but  more  in  autumn.  16  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  22nd  July. 
Reported  from  many  areas,  mostly  from  V.C.  63,  and  mainly  during  August/September, 
maxima  being  11  at  Fisherman’s  Channel  (V.C.  61)  on  12th  August,  15  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
18th  with  ten  at  Wath  Ings  on  six  dates  and  12  on  30th.  In  September,  Wath  Ings  had  15  on  18th 
and  11  on  19th  and  there  were  16  at  North  Ings  (V.C.  63)  on  8th  and  ten  on  a few  other  dates  and 
also  at  Denaby  Ings  from  13th  to  16th.  One  at  Wath  Ings  from  1st  to  3rd  November. 

Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Recorded  in  every  month  in  V.C.  63  where  there  were  singles  at  seven  sites  in  January  with  up 
to  three  at  Wath  Ings  and  five  sites  in  December  with  up  to  three  again  at  Wath  Ings. 

Widespread  passage  occurred  during  July  to  October  with  maxima  of  18  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
27th  July  and  up  to  ten  at  a few  other  sites,  mainly  Wath  Ings. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  9th  May;  one  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  16th  May,  two  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  17th  and  20th  and  20th  to  22nd  May  with  one  at  Catwick  on  20th.  Singles  at 
Hornsea  Mere  on  4th  August,  Fisherman’s  Channel  on  12th,  Whitton  Sands  on  18th  and 
Flamborough  on  19th.  Singles  at  Spurn  on  17th  June  and  20th  August. 

V.C.  62:  One  at  Seamer  on  2nd  September. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Wath  Ings  on  15th/16th  May  and  21st  to  24th  May,  Mickletown  Ings  on 
14th  May  and  25th  July,  Darton  S.F.  from  14th  June  to  5th  August,  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th,  19th 
to  23rd  and  30th  August  and  Catcliffe  from  7th  to  12th  August. 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  four  localities  in  spring  and  seven  in  autumn,  with  four  at  Fairburn  Ings  in 
July. 

V.C.  65:  One  near  Great  Langton  from  16th  to  20th  May. 

All  records  listed. 

Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

The  Farnham/Hay-a-Park  G.P.  bird  of  December  1978  was  seen  on  1st  January  but  not 
subsequently.  One  at  Beighton  in  V.C.  63  was  the  first  of  spring  with  the  next  at  Southfield  Res. 
on  11th  and  at  several  places  from  the  12th.  Very  few  in  V.C.  61  during  the  autumn  and  the 
maxima  were  three  at  Hornsea  Mere  in  August,  five  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  9th  August  and 
eight  on  19th,  with  20  on  the  foreshore  at  King  George  Dock,  Hull  on  16th  August.  Blacktoft 
Sands  had  16  on  8th  August  and  Gouthwaite  Res.  had  an  autumn  peak  of  70  on  12th  July. 
Singles  at  Worsborough  Res.  on  18th  and  28th  November. 

A pair  reared  one  young  at  Treeton  in  V.C.  63,  a scarce  breeder  here. 

Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

Spurn  had  peaks  of  250  on  25th  April,  100  on  27th  July,  243  on  30th  August,  211  on  3rd 
September  and  120  on  20th  October.  57  were  on  Bridlington  beach  on  3rd  February,  108  were 
on  the  Humber  between  Kilnsea  and  Easington  on  8th  September  and  71  between  Bridlington 
and  Fraisthorpe  on  24th  November. 

Inland  records  came  from  19  localities  from  February  to  May  and  July  to  September,  mainly 
singly,  but  three  at  five  places  and  13  flying  west  at  Southfield  Res.  on  17th  September. 

Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius 

One  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  5th  October  (BJB).  One  at  Flamborough  on  16th  November  (PAL. 
IS).  One  frequented  the  Barmston/Bridlington  area  from  28th  December  into  1980  (RHA.  CH 
& EHW.  et  al). 

One  at  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  from  3rd  to  13th  November  (RHA),  one  in  Scarborough 
harbour  on  20th  December  and  North  Bay  on  29th  (MDW.  RHA). 

Pomafine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 

One  frequented  the  Humber  in  the  Barrow/Hessle  areas  up  to  13th  January.  Singles  at 
Flamborough  on  17th  March,  19th  May,  16th  June  and  four  dates  in  July.  Frequent  during 
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August  to  October  at  Filey  and  Flamborough  with  three  on  eight  dates  and  four  on  23rd 
September  at  the  latter  (PAL.  IS).  Two  were  at  Flamborough  on  25th  November  followed  by 
several  December  records:  one  on  9th,  three  on  14th  and  singles  on  18th,  20th  and  23rd  (AMA. 
PAL.  IS.  DIMW). 

Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

One  in  the  Humber  Estuary  near  Hessle  Haven  on  7th  January  (per  DEC).  Three  flew  south 
at  Filey  on  11th  February  and  one  was  there  on  11th  March.  Spurn  had  singles  on  8th,  15th  and 
17th  April,  9th  and  27th  May  and  two  on  10th  June.  Singles  were  also  seen  in  April  and  May  and 
two  dates  in  June  at  Filey,  Flamborough,  Hornsea  and  Mappleton.  One  was  in  the  Humber 
estuary  at  Whitton  Sands  on  18th  May.  Autumn  passage  was  evident  from  7th  July  to  October,  a 
few  birds  passing  to  year-end.  The  favoured  watch-points  at  Scarborough,  Filey,  Flamborough 
and  Spurn  had  some  good  days  mainly  during  August  with  some  maxima  as  follows:  131  at  Filey 
and  225  at  Spurn  on  24th,  105  at  Filey,  129  a Flamborough  and  100  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  155  at 
Filey  and  168  at  Flamborough  on  27th.  92  off  Flamborough  on  21st  September  was  the  largest 
count  for  that  month. 

Inland  records  were  four  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  10th  August  and  three  west  on  19th 
September,  singles  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  26th  August  and  Wintersett  Res.  on  1st  September 
and  two  west  at  Southfield  Res.  on  8th  September. 

Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 

Adult  at  Flamborough  on  27th  July  (PAL.  IS),  two  north  off  Hornsea  on  8th  August  (WFC. 
RGH)  and  one  at  Flamborough  on  same  day  (AMA).  One  at  Staithes  on  21st  August  (GR.  Mrs. 
JVH).  One  at  Flamborough  on  10th  September  with  two  on  14th  September  (PAL.  IS)  and  one 
on  24th  October  (SCM.  etal),  a juvenile  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  October  (DIMW),  one  off  Long 
Nab,  Burniston  on  2nd  September  (AB)  and  one  off  Scarborough  Marine  Drive  on  13th  October 
(RHA). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua 

One  south  off  Burniston  on  20th  January  and  one  at  Filey  on  25th  February.  Reported  singly 
in  spring  from  Flamborough,  Bempton  and  Filey.  Augumn  passage  occurred  from  21st  July 
through  to  September/October  with  small  numbers  passing  in  November  and  December. 
Flamborough  had  good  numbers  with  19  on  22nd  and  27th  July,  30  on  26th  August,  60  on  4th 
September,  94  on  21st  September  and  58  on  23rd  September  (AMA.  PAL.  IS).  26  on  15th 
September  was  Filey’s  highest  count.  Spurn  had  maxima  of  35  on  22nd  September,  12  on  23rd, 
17  on  21st  October  and  20  on  22nd.  In  December,  one  to  two  passed  off  Filey,  Flamborough, 
Bridlington  and  Spurn  on  several  dates. 

Singles  were  up  the  Humber  off  Barrow  Haven  on  27th  August,  12th  September  and  13th 
October  with  three  on  19th  September  (GPC). 

Singles  were  inland  at  Worsborough  Res.  on  1st  September  (JL)  and  Blacktoft  Sands  where 
one  flew  west  on  14th  September  (AG). 

Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

V.C.  61:  The  Bridlington  bird  of  1978  (first-year)  was  present  throughout  the  whole  of  1979 
being  seen  on  numerous  occasions  and  once  at  Flamborough  and  Filey.  Birds  other  than  the 
‘resident’  were  at  Bridlington  on  14th  May  (2nd  s.)  (WFC),  an  additional  first-summer  on  15th 
July  (NWA)  and  an  adult  on  2nd  September  (GWF)  and  9th  and  16th  December  (VAL).  Single 
adults  at  Flamborough  on  31st  March  (AMA),  29th  June  and  22nd  September  (PAL.  IS)  and  a 
second-winter  on  24th  October  (SCM).  Two  first-summer  birds  at  Filey  on  17th  July  (PJD)  were 
no  doubt  the  two  from  Bridlington  on  the  15th.  One  first-summer  at  Welton  on  14th  May  (PH) 
and  a first-summer  at  Wheldrake  Ings  from  8th  to  12th  July  (DB.  HJW).  Second-winter  at  Filey 
on  23rd  December  (HJW).  An  adult  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  26th  February. 

V.C.  62:  First-year  at  Whitby  on  10th  April  (MH),  a first-year  and  a second-year  at  Scalby 
Mills  on  14th  April  (DJB.  RHA)  with  a different  second-year  on  28th  April  (DJB).  Adult  south 
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at  Burniston  on  20th  September  (MF)  and  a second-year  at  Scalby  Mills  on  24th  November 
(RHA). 

V.C.  63;  First-year  at  Wath  Ings  on  3rd  February  (JMT.  et  al)  and  an  immature  on  12th  April 
(PBW).  One  at  Fenby  Fields,  Bradford  on  25th  March  (KM.  PR). 

V.C.  64:  First-year  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  1st  June  (CW). 

All  records  listed. 

Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

Coastal  areas  had  a few  birds  during  early  January  with  an  influx  from  19th  when  four  were  at 
Flamborough  and  nine  at  Filey  next  day  and  13  on  21st  (AB.  HJW.  et  al). 

Spring  numbers  along  the  coast  were  small  but  the  autumn  produced  good  records.  The 
build-up  started  in  early  August  with  26  (all  second-year  birds)  at  Mappleton  on  5th,  20  at  Filey 
on  10th,  29  at  Flamborough  on  12th  and  80  off  Hornsea  on  16th  (PAL.  IS.  WFC). 

Numbers  on  the  sea  off  Hornsea  increased  from  58  at  1430  hours  on  4th  September  to  113  at 
1630  hours,  birds  approaching  from  the  south  and  from  the  Mere  (WFC).  18  at  Flamborough  on 
25th  September  and  27  on  28th. 

The  Mere  at  Hornsea  had  a few  birds  in  May  and  from  28th  June  to  3rd  October.  The  first 
juveniles  were  three  on  11th  August  and  numbers  built  up  to  30  on  13th  August  and  peaked  at  57 
on  18th  September  dropping  to  38  by  25th.  Spurn’s  maximum  was  16  on  31st  August  in  addition 
to  which  52  flew  north  in  three  parties  on  1st  November. 

Occurred  inland  at  nine  waters  in  V.C.  63,  three  in  V.C.  64  and  one  in  V.C.  65,  mainly  singly 
and  from  April  to  September,  the  peak  months  being  May  and  August.  Maxima  were  four  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  10th  May,  five  at  Farnham  G.P.  on  8th  August  and  four  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
9th  September. 
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Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini 

An  immature  flew  north  at  Filey  on  23rd  February  (CSVY)  — an  unusual  date.  One  north  at 
Spurn  on  11th  June  and  a juvenile  south  on  19th  August.  Adult  at  Filey  on  8th  August  (DB. 
TIC.  HJW.  et  al).  Adult  north  at  Mappleton  on  25th  August  and  an  immature  south  at  Hornsea 
later  same  day  (WFC).  Adult  south  off  Flamborough  on  19th  September  (VAL).  Immature  off 
Hornsea  on  30th  September  (CH  & EHW). 

Correction  to  1978  Report:  The  bird  at  Knotford  Nook  G.P.  on  5th  September  was  the  third 
inland  record  for  the  County  — not  the  first  as  stated. 

Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

The  Estuary  counts  were  12,700  on  7th  January,  11,000  of  which  were  between  Ferriby  and 
the  River  Hull  and  13,000  on  4th  February  (per  DBC).  Breeding  reports  were:  V.C.  61;  Lower 
Derwent  Valley  population  suffered  from  flooding  in  early  June  except  at  North  Duffield  where 
young  were  seen  on  3rd  June  and  birds  were  building,  having  come  in  from  flooded  sites  (HOB. 
A & JD).  V.C.  63:  Crow  Hill,  above  Halifax  4 pairs,  Noahdale,  near  Gorple  40  pairs,  Potteric 
Carr  60-70  pairs,  Hatfield  Moors  15  pairs  (deserted  when  water  level  dropped),  Black  Moss  180 
birds  sitting  in  June.  V.C.  63;  Fairburn  Ings  140  pairs,  Knostrop  S.F.  100  pairs,  Dallow  Moor  30 
nests  and  Cockett  Moss  (not  counted).  V.C.  65:  Masham  G.P.  246  nests  counted. 

The  usual  large  numbers  at  some  roosts  included  maxima  of  1000  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  9th 
February  and  8000  on  26th  December,  12,000  at  Eccup  Res.  in  early  January  and  15,000  on  30th 
December.  25,000  roosted  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  15th  September.  Other  roosts  in  V.C.  63  held 
between  2000  and  4000  birds. 

300  were  feeding  avidly  on  aphids  on  the  rocks  at  Scalby  Mills  on  29th  July  (DJB). 
Ringed-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis 

A sub-adult  bird  was  watched  in  the  gull  roost  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  for  20  minutes  on  23rd 
December  (JED)  the  first  record  for  Yorkshire. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Several  inland  waters  had  up  to  1000  birds  at  roosts  and  Fairburn  Ings  had  2000  on  14th 
February.  The  traditional  gull  roost  at  Eccup  Res.  held  4500  on  1st  January,  2000  during  the 
hard  weather  following,  3500  on  23rd  March  and  8000  on  30th  December.  No  other  roost 
approached  these  figures.  Southerly  spring  passage  at  Spurn  had  maximum  of  800  on  13th  April 
and  350  on  7th  May.  Of  10,000  mixed  Larids  on  an  exceptional  tide-wrack  at  Barmston/ 
Fraisthorpe  on  25th  January,  ca  4000  were  this  species  (JRM). 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

Passage  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  was  traditionally  light  with  maxima  of  22  at 
Easington  on  27th  July,  30  at  Whitton  Sands  on  25th  August  and  24  at  Out  Newton  on  30th 
October.  1740  were  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  20th  September.  The  Eccup  Res.  roost  held  500  on  1st 
January,  a spring  peak  of  800  on  23rd  March  and  650  on  28th  October.  277  were  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  6th  May.  470  were  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  3rd  September. 

Several  dark  backed  birds  were  recorded  during  March/ April  and  June  to  December  mostly  at 
Spurn. 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

810  nests  at  Bempton  constituted  a considerable  drop  on  recent  years  (CEW).  1500  roosted  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  14th  February  and  Eccup  Res.  had  450  on  7th  January,  650  on  23rd  March  and 
800  on  30th  December.  700  were  at  Broomhead  Res.  on  10th  January  and  450  on  16th 
December.  800  were  at  Pugneys,  Wakefield  on  29th  December  and  600  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
3rd  October. 

Of  ca  10,000  Larids  on  an  exceptional  tide-wrack  at  Barmston/Fraisthorpe  on  25th  January, 
ca  4000  were  Herring  Gulls  (JRM). 

Several  birds  showing  characters  of  the  race  L. a. omissus  were  seen  at  Flamborough,  usually 
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small  numbers  but  16  on  27th  January  and  nine  on  2nd  December  (PAL.  IS).  One  at  Knotford 
Nook  G.P.  on  28th  August  was  complete  with  yellow  legs  (DMP). 

Leucistic  individuals  were  at  Barmston  on  28th  January,  Filey  on  3rd  March  and  Bridlington 
on  14th  May. 

Iceland  Gull  Lams  glaucoides 

An  adult  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  10th  March  (DB.  RGH).  Second-year  there  on  14th  March 
(RGH)  and  probably  the  same  bird  at  Withernsea  on  15th  (SML).  First-year  in  Bridlington 
Harbour  on  28th  March  (AMA)  and  another  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  8th  April  (RGS).  Single 
first-year  birds  at  Flamborough  on  29th  April  and  7th  May  (AG.  PAL.  DIMW)  and  singles  there 
on  13th  October  and  25th  November  (PAL.  IS).  Second-year  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  31st 
December  (RGH).  First-year  in  Scarborough  Harbour  on  4th  March  (SML).  Some  occurred 
inland:  Adult  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  13th  January  (MLD)  and  one  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
28th  (PS).  Second-year  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  25th  March  and  14th  May  (AG).  Adult  at  Askham 
Bog  tip  on  7th  and  14th  January  (DW.  et  al).  First-year  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th  January  (CW) 
and  2nd,  3rd  and  11th  February  (SCM.  JM).  One  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P.  on  5th  May  (GDM. 
AR). 

Glaucous  Gull  Lams  hyperboreus 

V.C.  61:  Several  birds  recorded  during  January  and  February  with  an  apparent  influx  in 
March  when  birds  were  recorded  every  day  along  the  coast,  particularly  Bridlington  where  a 
first-year  was  present  all  month  and  into  April.  Hornsea,  Filey,  Withernsea  and  Flamborough  all 
had  single  birds  with  two  first-years  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  11th  March.  An  adult  and  a first-year  at 
Flamborough  on  4th  March.  First-year  birds  were  seen  regularly  during  April  and  two  adults 
flew  north  at  Hornsea  on  28th.  A second-year  bird  was  at  Flamborough  from  6th  to  19th  May 
and  a first-year  at  Filey  on  same  day.  Spurn  had  one  on  8th  March  and  two  on  11th,  two  on  10th 
April  and  singles  on  11th,  13th  and  24th  with  singles  on  five  dates  in  October  and  December. 
26th  July  was  an  unusual  date  for  a first-year  bird  to  be  at  Filey.  A first-year  at  Hornsea  on  17th 
November  was  the  first  at  the  year-end  followed  by  a general  distribution  of  small  numbers  along 
the  coast  during  December.  Two  first-year  birds  flew  south  at  Mappleton  on  30th  December. 
Away  from  the  coast  there  were  two  records,  a first-year  on  the  Derwent  near  Ellerton  on  7th 
April  and  an  adult  there  on  29th  December. 

V.C.  62:  Four  first-year  and  a third-year  in  Scarborough  Harbour  on  6th  January  (RHA). 
First-year  at  Whitby  on  14th  January  (GWF)  and  from  11th  February  to  3rd  March  (MH).  Adult 
at  Scarborough  on  23rd  February  (MDW)  and  a sub-adult  on  4th  March  (SML).  Single  adults  at 
Scarborough  and  Scalby  Mills  on  14th  April  (RHA.  MF).  At  the  year-end  there  were  single 
adults  at  Scarborough  on  24th  November  and  Whitby  on  29th  (RHA.  MF).  First-year  at 
Scarborough  on  19th  December  and  a second-year  on  31st  (MDW). 

V.C.  63:  Single  adults  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  12th/13th  January  and  17th  October  (MLD. 
GMY)  and  a second-year  on  24th  December  (JED).  First-year  at  Royd  Moor  Res.  on  14th 
January  (JSA)  and  single  immatures  at  Newington  Flash,  Wath  Ings  and  Blacktoft  Sands  in 
March  with  an  adult  at  Sparth  Res.,  near  Huddersfield  on  26th.  First-year  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
4th  May  (TE)  and  singles  at  Langsett  Res.  and  Pugneys  on  8th  and  15th  December  respectively 
(RW.  PS). 

V.C.  64:  Adult  at  Askham  Bog  tip  from  10th  to  17th  January  (DB.  BGP.  et  al).  Three  at 
Fairburn  Ings  (one  adult  and  two  first-year)  on  11th  February  with  singles  on  14th  February, 
11th  and  22nd  March  (SCM.  JM.  CW.  et  al). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  marinus 

1200  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  17th  January  was  the  largest  count  in  V.C.  61.  Maximum  at  Spurn  of 
400  in  September  and  October  where  342  flew  south  on  26th  October.  400  were  at  Filey  on  8th 
and  26th  September.  Inland  roosts  were  large  with  maxima  of  1000  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  30th 
December  and  2000  at  Fairburn  Ings  during  February.  Other  roosts  at  Lower  Barden  Res., 
Wintersett  Res.,  Pugneys,  Blackmoorfoot  Res.,  Broomhead  Res.  and  Langsett  Res.  held 
between  80  and  500  during  January  and  December.  One  ringed  at  Fair  Isle  on  30th  October  1972 
was  found  dead  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  10th  March  (IF). 
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Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

The  Flamborough  Head/Bempton  breeding  colonies  increased  further.  An  attempt  to 
estimate  the  total  number  of  breeding  pairs  as  part  of  a National  Survey  showed  83,000  on  the 
whole  headland  (Reighton  to  Bridlington),  64,180  of  which  were  on  the  Bempton  Reserve. 

Heavy  movements  off  Flamborough  included  9000  north  on  16th  April  (DIMW),  13,000  north 
on  27th  April  and  17,300  on  28th  (PAL.  IS)  with  2090  north  on  20th  December  (DIMW). 
Spurn’s  largest  movements  were  2400  north  on  22nd  August,  3150  north  on  21st  October,  2800 
south  on  12th  November  and  1000  north  on  31st  December. 

Blacktoft  Sands  had  44  on  16th  April,  29  on  7th  May,  90  on  9th  and  22  on  15th,  100  on  26th,  42 
on  20th,  23rd,  29th  and  32  on  30th.  Occurred  at  ca  20  inland  waters,  mostly  during  March/ April 
and  fewer  during  July/ August/September.  Most  records  were  of  single  birds  but  19  at  Wintersett 
Res.  on  28th  March  and  27  on  3()th  with  ten  on  1st  April.  11  at  Ingbirchworth  Res.  on  1st  April 
when  five  were  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  and  ten  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  7th  April. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
One  at  Flamborough  on  15  May  (DIMW). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia 

Singles  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  3rd  August  (DG)  and  14th  August  (BB.  SPC.  BRS). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicencis 

The  first  of  spring  were  four  at  Filey  on  7th  April.  Coastal  passage  to  the  south  in  autumn 
involved  relatively  low  daily  maxima,  the  exception  being  850  at  Spurn  on  1st  August,  950  on 
20th  and  1000  on  23rd.  1384  flying  south  at  Filey  on  15th  August  was  by  far  the  largest  daily 
count  along  the  coast  north  of  Spurn.  Two  on  21st  October  at  Spurn  were  the  last  of  autumn. 
One  was  on  Hornsea  Mere  on  12th  August,  the  only  record  away  from  salt  water  in  V.C.  61. 

Inland  records  came  from  Blacktoft  Sands  where  there  was  one  on  9th  May  and  three  on  25th, 
three  on  17th  June  and  two  on  4th  July.  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  29th  April,  two  at  Swillington 
Ings  on  3rd  August  and  one  over  Headingley,  Leeds  on  14th  October. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

Single  birds  at  Flamborough  on  2nd  and  24th  June  (DIMW.  CH  & EHW),  Filey  Brigg  on  15th 
July  (PRC.  IG),  Waxholme  on  22nd  August  (WFC),  and  Flamborough  on  21st  and  25th 
September  (PAL.  IS).  One  flew  south-west  over  Knotford  Nook  G.P.  on  4th  June  (PJC). 

Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Most  terns  out  at  sea  are  not  specified  but  commies  were  numerous  during  the  autumn  off 
most  watch-points.  Spurn  having  480  on  30th  August  and  650  on  1st  September  as  daily  maxima. 
548  commies  flew  south  at  Filey  on  15th  August.  The  last  commies  were  singles  at  Filey  on  20th 
and  22nd  October. 

Common  Terns  occurred  at  15  waters  in  V.C.  63  and  ‘several’  in  V.C.  64  mainly  during 
May/June  and  August/September.  Low  single  figures  were  mostly  involved,  eight  at  Fairburn 
Ings  in  June  being  the  maximum. 

Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

37  on  beach  at  Easington  on  22nd  July  (SML)  and  350  flying  south  off  Hornsea  in  evening  of 
23rd  August  (WFC).  Occurred  at  11  inland  waters  in  V.C.  63  and  at  others  in  V.C.  64,  mainly 
during  late  July  and  August.  Figures  were  usually  below  five  but  14  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  10th 
May  and  17  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  21st  July. 

Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

No  breeding  was  confirmed  at  Spurn  or  in  the  Easington  area.  One  at  Filey  on  13th  April  was 
the  first  of  spring  (HJW.  DMP).  Spurn  had  maxima  of  15  in  May,  up  to  12  in  early  July  with  17 
on  25th.  Elsewhere  birds  occurred  along  the  coast  sporadically  from  May  to  mid-September, 
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nowhere  exceeding  five  (Filey  on  17th  July).  Two  at  Spurn  on  27th  September  were  the  last. 

Inland  records  came  from  five  localities:  two  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  10th  June  and  one  on  7th 
July,  two  at  Wath  Ings  on  17th  June,  three  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  28th  July  and  one  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  20th  August.  Fairburn  Ings  had  singles  on  7th  May,  16th  to  31st  May  and  4th 
June  with  two  on  1st  June. 

Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

Inland  passage  from  13th  May  to  11th  June  and  17th  August  to  6th  September  at  24  waters  in 
V.C.s  63  and  64  maxima  being  nine  at  Ingbirchworth  Res.  on  11th  June  and  seven  at  Fairburn 
Ings  on  18th  August.  Outside  these  main  periods,  one  was  at  Southfield  Res.  on  16th  July,  two  at 
Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  23rd  July  and  singles  at  Whiteholme  Res.  on  30th  September  and 
Hay-a-Park  G.P.  on  5th  October. 

Coastal  records  during  May  came  from  only  Filey,  Hornsea  and  Spurn.  In  August,  birds  were 
more  frequent  with  six  at  Filey  on  13th  August  followed  by  an  influx  on  17th  when  eight  flew 
south  off  Hornsea  in  IVi  hours  (IF),  126  south  at  Spurn  (only  29  adults)  and  76  were  in 
mid-Humber  (from  Barrow  Haven)  (GPC).  13  were  at  Filey  and  14  off  Barrow  Haven  on  18th 
and  18  at  the  latter  on  20th  and  19  on  21st  (GPC).  15  flew  south  at  Bridlington  on  2nd  September 
(GWF)  and  six  flew  west  at  Whitton  Sands  on  7th  September  (TE.  STH).  A few  singles  passed 
up  to  15th  September. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus 
An  adult  at  Filey  Brigg  on  1st  June  (TH.  AMP)  and  another  there  in  summer  plumage  on  2nd 
August  (PRC.  WAC.  DGW). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge 

Sample  counts  at  four  sites  on  the  Bempton  Cliffs  indicated  a slight  increase  in  breeding  pairs 
(CEW). 

On  20th  December  at  Flamborough  during  a force  7-8  north-north-easter,  38,300  passed 
north  in  three  hours  (DIMW). 

Razorbill  Alca  tor  da 

Sample  counts  at  Bempton  Cliffs  showed  the  breeding  population  to  be  static  (CEW). 

Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle 

One  in  almost  full  plumage  found  dead  in  Scarborough  North  Bay  on  18th  February  (Mrs. 
JW)  (skin  preserved  JRM).  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  13th  May  (DIMW),  12th  August  in 
summer  plumage  (PAL.  IS),  7th  October  (DIMW),  18th  November  (PAL.  IS)  and  20th 
December  (DIMW). 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

Very  few  occurrences:  nine  in  mid-Humber  off  Barrow  Haven  on  10th  November  was  an 
unusual  record  as  regards  locality  (GPC).  One  at  Spurn  on  20th  December.  All  other  records 
were  at  Flamborough  and  Filey  and  all  singles  except  two  at  Filey  on  10th  April.  One  at 
Scarborough  on  24th  February  (MDW). 

Outside  the  winter  period  (January  to  March  and  October  to  December)  there  were  singles  at 
Flamborough  on  16th  April,  5th  May  and  2nd  and  9th  June  (DIMW). 

Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

One  in  mid-Humber  off  Barrow  Haven  on  24th  July  (GPC).  Large  numbers  off  Flamborough 
with  maxima  of  2450  north  on  14th  April,  4800  north  on  16th  June,  3500  on  22nd  July,  4200  on 
27th  July  and  3700  on  6th  August  (PAL.  IS). 

Rock  Dove  Columba  livia 

Ca  2000  present  along  the  Bempton  Cliffs  from  August  onwards  (CEW)  contained  a high 
percentage  of  pure  blue  types. 
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Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

The  larger  flocks  were  150  at  Denaby  Ings  on  28th  January  and  350  on  18th  February.  140  flew 
south-west  at  Wath  Ings  on  8th  March  and  feeding  flocks  on  the  Bolton  side  of  the  Ings  in 
November  all  left  to  the  south-west  in  late  afternoon.  Maxima  were  100  on  4th,  400  on  10th,  430 
on  17th,  90  on  21st  and  150  on  22nd  with  up  to  100  in  the  area  during  December.  120  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  27th  January.  100  at  Woodall,  Sheffield  on  23rd  December.  110  at  Weeton  Pastures  on 
10th  February  and  100  flew  west  in  small  parties  at  Staveley  Lagoon  on  30th  December. 

Wood  Pigeon  Columba  palumbus 

The  Hornsea  Mere  roost  held  600  on  4th  November,  2500  on  24th  November  and  5000  on  12th 
December  (RGH).  450  at  Easington  on  24th  February  (SML).  800  were  on  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  on  1st  December  (ACh).  Several  flocks  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  of  500  to  1000, 
larger  ones  being  1250  at  Frickley  Park  on  8th  February  and  up  to  1500  on  Thorne  Moor  in 
November/December.  2000  at  Wentworth  Park  on  16th  December.  1200  in  the  Southfield  Res. 
area  on  23rd  December. 

Birds  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  several  days  in  the  early  months  with  maxima  of  180  on  1st 
January,  107  on  11th  March,  150  on  13th  May  and  186  on  26th. 

Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

The  usual  large  flocks  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  including  200  on  Swinefleet  Common  at  a farm  roost, 
168  at  Sprotborough  in  March,  200  at  Copgrove  Mills  on  20th  October  and  150  at  Birkin  on  6th 
November.  Over  200  were  destroyed  by  a ‘pest’  control  officer  at  a farm  near  Selby  on  two 
January  days.  Justification  in  the  form  of  proof  of  resultant  benefits  would  be  interesting.  Still 
absent  from  the  higher  ground  of  V.C.  65  as  a breeding  bird. 

Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

Hatfield  Moor  had  the  first  on  11th  April  and  Spurn  the  next  on  13th,  Fairburn  Ings  had  one 
on  28th  April.  The  main  arrival  was  from  5th  May.  36  were  at  Flamborough  on  15th  May  (AG), 
Spurn  had  46  on  19th  May,  70  on  26th  in  addition  to  which  were  97  in  Beacon  Lane,  Kilnsea,  and 
42  on  27th.  As  well  as  the  above  grounded  birds,  others  flew  south  along  the  peninsula  with 
maxima  of  176  on  26th  May,  193  on  27th,  174  on  28th,  214  on  29th,  62  on  30th,  and  20  on  31st. 
Smaller  numbers  passed  in  June  up  to  14th. 

38  males  were  on  Hatfield  Moor  in  June.  80  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  19th  August,  91  at 
Southfield  Res.  and  50  on  Thorne  Moor  on  same  date.  50  at  Denaby  Ings  on  8th  September.  A 
few  lingered  to  third  week  September  with  late  birds  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  10th  October  and 
Chapeltown  (V.C.  63)  on  28th  October. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus 

Relatively  few  passed  at  Spurn,  only  one  to  two  birds  being  seen  from  5th  May  to  end  July 
with  three  and  four  on  only  four  dates  and  one  to  three  birds  from  early  August  to  4th 

September. 

The  first  was  at  Dringhouses,  York  on  12th  April,  the  next  at  Potteric  Carr  and  Melton  Wood 
on  15th  and  a more  general  arrival  during  the  last  week  of  the  month. 

Stated  to  be  more  numerous  in  the  Huddersfield  area  than  in  recent  years.  One  in  the  Rivelin 
Valley  on  15th  September  was  the  last. 

Correction  to  1978  Report:  last  line  should  read  30th  September. 

Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

V.C.  61;  Well  distributed  and  not  apparently  affected  by  the  hard  winter.  Dark-breasted  birds 
were  seen  at  Bainton  on  14th  March  and  west  of  Driffield  on  8th  April  (DIMW),  probably  the 
same  bird,  one  at  Patrington  Haven  on  3rd  April  (SML)  and  one  at  Flamborough  from  2nd  to 
14th  December  (PAL.  IS). 

V.C.  62:  Singles  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  20th  January  and  at  Wykeham  on  23rd  March 
were  the  only  ones  reported.  There  must  be  more. 

V.C.  63:  Reported  singly  from  17  localities  widely  scattered  from  Methley  to  the 
Nottinghamshire  border.  Reports  from  a further  11  localities  of  birds  on  from  two  to  ten  dates. 
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The  Barnsley,  Rotherham  and  Doncaster  areas  in  particular  had  more  sightings  than  usual  and 
doubtless  many  more  pairs  bred  than  the  two  located. 

V.C.  64:  Recorded  from  21  localities  with  no  breeding  proved. 

V.C.  65:  No  records  received. 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

The  population  on  the  high  ground  in  the  north-west  of  V.C.  64  appeared  to  have  suffered 
heavy  losses  due  to  the  severe  weather  in  the  early  months  but  elsewhere  there  was  little  change 
in  status.  A decline  reported  in  the  Halifax  area  but  otherwise,  V.C.  63  was  normal. 


Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

As  last  year  reports  were  few  and  presumably  the  status  remains  unchanged.  At  least  five  were 
heard  in  Riccaldale  on  31st  March  (A  & JD). 


Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

V.C.  61:  Spurn  had  one  from  21st  to  24th  January.  Singles  on  five  dates  in  April,  singles  on  6th 
June  and  12th  July  and  on  seven  October  dates  including  six  on  26th  with  singles  on  three 
November  dates.  Small  roosts  at  Dane’s  Dyke  and  Bempton  held  up  to  four  in  January  and  five 
in  February  respectively  (KR.  NAB.  SR).  Birds  reported  from  Flamborough,  Hornsea  Mere 
and  Bempton  in  May  and  one  at  Bempton  until  11th  June.  Bred  at  Houghton  Woods  where  two 
juveniles  were  calling  on  4th  July  (AJL).  Breeding  confirmed  at  one  other  locality.  In  autumn, 
four  were  at  Flamborough  on  26th  October  (PAL.  IS),  otherwise  single  birds  from  a few  coastal 
localities. 

V.C.  62:  One  found  injured  on  the  road  at  Newby  was  being  mobbed  by  Rooks  and  later  died 
(RF).  Singles  at  Cornelian  Bay  on  8th  February  (RHA)  and  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  18th 
March  and  1st  April  (MF). 

V.C.  63:  The  breeding  stronghold  with  three  pairs  in  the  conifers  on  Halifax  Moor,  present  at 
two  sites  in  the  Huddersfield  area,  two  pairs  (one  robbed)  in  the  Barnsley  area,  three  pairs  on 
Hatfield  Moor  and  present  at  two  sites  on  Thorne  Moor  (juveniles  seen  at  one).  The  roost  at 
Haw  Park  held  eight  on  13th  January,  14  on  17th  February,  seven  on  1st  March  and  six  on  22nd 
December.  One  was  retrapped  at  Royd  Moor  Res.  on  17th  June  having  been  ringed  at  Langsett 
in  1977.  Five  roosted  at  Denaby  Decoy  in  March/April  and  up  to  three  in  December.  One  at 
Swinefleet  on  4th  June  and  one  at  the  Parkway  at  Sheffield  on  11th  March. 

V.C.  64:  Two  near  Bishopthorpe  on  15th  January.  Two  at  Bishop  Monkton  on  3rd  February 
with  four  there  on  2nd  March.  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  6th  June  and  singles  at  two  places  near 
Leeds  on  22nd  December.  Up  to  seven  roosted  in  sallows  near  Wetherby  from  October  to 
year-end  (GTF).  No  breeding  reports. 


Short-eared  Ow!  Asio  flammeus 

Many  records  of  one  to  two  birds  along  the  coast  and  the  Humber  Estuary  during  January  to 
March.  Six  were  at  Johnson’s  Marsh,  near  Scarborough  on  17th  February  (Mrs.  JW)  and  three 
on  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  18th  February  and  Skeffling  on  11th  March  (AG.  SML).  A 
few  were  present  during  April  and  May,  Flamborough  having  seven  on  12th  May,  otherwise  one 
to  two  at  coastal  and  estuarine  localities.  One  lingered  at  Bempton  until  5th  June.  At  the 
year-end,  singles  were  seen  at  several  places  and  two  at  a few  from  October  to  year-end  with 
some  seen  coming  in  over  the  sea. 

Widespread  in  V.C.s  63  and  64,  mainly  singly  during  the  non-breeding  season  with  six  at 
Swinefleet  Drain  at  a roost  on  16th  February.  Four  were  at  Southfield  Res.  on  25th  February. 
Almholme  had  five  in  January,  seven  on  19th  February  and  up  to  four  until  10th  April.  Seven  at 
Knostrop  S.F.  on  3rd  March. 

Breeding  records  came  from  Blacktoft  Sands  (3  pairs),  Halifax  moorland  (6  pairs), 
Scammonden  (1  pair),  Sheffield  (West)  Moors  (3  pairs).  V.C.  64  was  not  fully  reported  with 
only  two  pairs  proved.  Bred  at  four  sites  in  V.C.  65. 
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Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

V.C.  61:  Only  two  males  in  territory  on  Skipwith  Common  on  12th  and  19th  June  (A  & ID). 
One  found  dead  at  Spurn  on  18th  August  and  one  caught  on  29th  September. 

V.C.  62:  Two  at  Bickley  on  6th  June  (MF)  and  one  in  Dalby  Forest  on  30th  June  (HOB). 
Obviously  more  occur  in  these  moorland  areas  and  a survey  to  be  undertaken  in  1980  will  give  a 
better  picture. 

V.C.  63:  Churring  birds  recorded  from  Wharncliffe,  Grenoside  and  Wentworth.  37  males 
located  on  Hatfield  Moor,  the  first  being  seen  on  15th  May  and  the  last  on  9th  September.  A 
male  on  Crowle  Moor  on  19th  May  and  two  males  on  Rawcliffe  Moor  on  26th  July. 

V.C.  64:  None  reported. 

V.C.  65:  One  on  Pott  Moor  on  19th  May  (PY). 


Swift  Apus  apus 

The  first  was  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  27th  April  with  one  at  Bradford  on  28th  and 
Bolton-on-Swale  and  Hornsea  on  30th.  General  arrival  was  not  until  5th-7th  May.  750  passed 
over  Bolton-on-Swale  on  7th  when  many  areas  had  their  first  main  arrivals.  Large 
concentrations  were  evident  from  mid-May  with  1500  at  Wath  Ings  on  15th,  1000  at  Newington 
on  21st,  1500  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  22nd,  and  1000  at  Southfield  Res.  on  27th.  4000  were  at 
Fairburn  Ings  at  the  end  of  June  and  2000  at  Wath  on  26th  July.  3100  flew  west  over  Swillington 
Ings  on  18th  August  and  most  birds  had  gone  by  the  month-end.  Late  birds  were  at 
Worsborough  Res.  on  1st  October  and  Leeds  on  9th  October.  One  at  Whitby  on  the  late  date  of 
9th  December  was  exceptional  (GFB).  The  usual  southerly  movements  at  Spurn  had  maxima  of 
1100  on  14th  June,  4300  on  2nd  July  and  3000  on  18th. 


Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba 

One  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  21st  May  to  1st  June  and  again  from  13th  to  16th  June  (AB.  SCM. 
et  al).  One  seen  at  both  Bempton  and  Flamborough  Head  on  19th  May  (CEW.  PAL.  IS).  One 
flew  south  at  Mappleton  on  23rd  May  (WFC). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Kingfisher  Atthis  alcedo 

Reported  from  only  four  localities  in  V.C.  61:  Hornsea  Mere,  Tophill  Low  Res.,  Welton  and 
Land-of-Nod.  Probably  under  recorded.  Similarly  V.C.  62  had  records  from  only  four  places 
including  successful  breeding  in  Sleightholmdale.  Records  from  ca  30  sites  in  V.C.  63  with 
breeding  at  two  places.  Only  three  breeding  records  from  V.C.  64.  Probably  affected  by  the 
severe  weather  in  the  early  months. 

Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

Two  were  on  open  farmland  between  Thurcroft  and  Whiston  in  V.C.  63  on  21st  April  (DW). 
One  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  on  1st  October  (MF). 


Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

Very  scarce  this  year  after  the  spate  in  1978.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  18th  May,  25th 
August  and  4th  October  and  one  at  Spurn  on  27th  August. 


Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

V.C.  61:  One  pair  bred  at  Bielby  (PD).  Reported  from  Skipwith  Common  and  Melbourne  in 
the  summer  (HOB.  J & AD)  and  from  Hornsea  Mere  up  to  mid- April  (RGH). 

V.C.  62:  Singles  reported  from  nine  localities,  only  three  in  the  breeding  season  from  Dalby 
Forest,  Sandale  and  Bransdale. 

V.C.  65:  Recorded  from  Dentdale,  Barbon,  East  Scrafton,  Richmond,  Leighton  and  Tow 
Hill. 

One  drilled  a hole  in  a beehive  at  Harrogate  S.F.  on  26th  January. 
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Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major 
Two  wintered  at  Grimston  until  29th  April,  one  of  which  was  caught  and  proved  to  be  of  the 
northern  race  D.m. major.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  6th  January,  29th  April  and  6th  May  were 
probably  of  this  race  also  (PAL.  IS).  Singles  were  present  there  on  31st  August,  17th  November 
and  23rd  December. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  minor 
No  records  from  V.C.  61  and  only  one  from  V.C.  62  (Dunscombe  Park).  V.C.s  63  and  64  are 
the  stronghold  of  the  species  and  singles  were  seen  at  40  widespread  localities  although  breeding 
was  confirmed  at  only  six. 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 

Two,  with  Skylarks,  in  the  fields  above  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on  6th  January  (RHA). 
Spurn  had  two  on  30th  September,  and  singles  on  1st  and  3rd  October. 

Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

During  the  hard  weather  in  the  early  months,  there  were  several  flocks  reported.  Up  to  200 
were  seen  at  Wath  Ings,  Blacktoft  Sands,  Warmsworth,  Thorne  Moor,  and  Weeton  Pastures 
mainly  during  January.  300  were  at  Burniston  on  10th  January  and  400  at  Stackhouse  (V.C.  64) 
on  28th  February.  Some  movement  in  March  as  birds  moved  after  the  thaw  with  200  over 
Lofthouse  in  Upper  Nidderdale  on  7th,  200  at  Staveley  on  16th,  200  a Blacktoft  Sands  on  17th, 
200  east  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  140  at  Wath  Ings  on  18th. 

1000  flew  south  at  Filey  on  27th  October.  Spurn  had  200-300  during  January  with  a few 
weather  movements  noted  involving  only  small  numbers  (Max.  110  on  1st  January).  In  autumn, 
many  passed  along  the  peninsula  with  maxima  of  100  on  24th  October,  1146  on  26th  and  2089  on 
27th.  Smaller  numbers  passed  into  November. 

One,  in  a flock  at  Kilnsea  on  18th  November,  appeared  completely  white  (SML). 

500  were  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  23rd  December. 

Shore  Lark  Eremophilia  alpestris 

Barmston  had  a maximum  of  42  on  7th  January  (VAL)  then  up  to  ten  until  24  on  11th  March 
(AG.  SR)  and  13  on  24th  March  (SML).  Five  were  back  on  11th  November,  eight  on  18th 
November,  16  on  12th  December  and  20  on  23rd  (KR).  Four  at  Filey  on  13th  January  (WAC) 
and  four  at  Flamborough  on  14th  (DIMW).  Spurn  had  nine  on  1st  January,  seven  from  5th  to 
12th  then  up  to  three  on  10th  March  and  singles  on  1st  April  and  8th  May,  one  on  27th  October, 
two  on  28th  October  and  one  on  10th  November.  One  at  Scalby  Mills  on  3rd  November. 

Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

The  first  year  since  1970  with  no  records  in  March.  The  first  was  at  Micklebring  (V.C.  63)  on 
1st  April,  the  next  were  two  at  Staveley  Lagoon  on  2nd  and  Wintersett  Res.  on  5th.  These  were 
the  usual  forerunners,  the  main  influx  being  during  the  third  week  of  April  when  large 
assemblies  were  reported  from  several  places:  400  at  Denaby  Ings  on  18th,  600  at  Mickletown 
Ings  on  23rd  and  150  at  Wintersett  Res.  and  Newington  Flash  on  26th/27th.  The  usual  autumn 
roost  assemblies  with  5000  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  9th  September  (a  lower  maximum  than  usual). 
Southerly  passage  at  Spurn  from  7th  July  to  end  of  September  involved  a total  of  1473  birds 
during  the  period. 

Some  lingered  into  October,  the  last  being  at  Elsecar  Res.,  Wath  Ings  and  Fairburn  Ings  on 
6th. 

Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

One  over  the  river  at  Bubwith  on  24th  March  (DIMW)  was  seven  days  ahead  of  the  next  at 
Hooton  Pagnell  on  31st.  Worsborough  Res.  had  one  on  5th  April  and  then  others  trickled  in  at 
several  places  until  the  main  arrival  from  the  13th.  Coastal  passage  in  autumn  was  well  in 
evidence  at  most  watch-points  and  spectacular  along  the  Spurn  peninsula  involving  52,600  birds 
in  August,  September  and  October  with  six  on  1st  November.  The  last  birds  were  six  at  Carlton 
Marsh  on  5th  November  and  one  at  Cottingham  on  9th. 

A leucistic  bird  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  21st  August;  it  was  white  with  huffish  markings  on  head 
and  bib. 
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Red*rumped  Swallow  Hirunda  daurica 

One  at  Naburn  S.F.,  near  York  on  16th  and  17th  May  (DB).  One  at  Spurn  on  19th  May 
(SML).  One  at  Flamborough  on  23rd  June  (IF.  DGH), 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

One  at  Wallington  Park  (V.C.  61)  on  1st  April  was  well  ahead  of  the  next  records  on  10th  and 
11th.  Birds  became  widespread  during  the  next  few  days.  695  flew  south  at  Hornsea  in  four 
hours  on  2nd  September  and  230  at  Grimston  on  same  day.  400  flew  south  at  Filey  in  one  hour 
on  16th  September  and  Spurn  had  large  numbers  passing  south  in  mid-September  with  over  1000 
on  some  days. 

After  a few  records  up  to  28th  October  there  was  one  at  Leeds  on  4th  November,  two  at 
Scarborough  on  29th,  one  at  Thirsk  on  2nd  December  and  one  at  Whitby  on  3rd. 

Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

One  at  Fenby  Fields,  Bradford  on  9th  April  was  the  first  followed  by  birds  at  Hatfield  Moor 
and  Grimston  on  13th  and  Gouthwaite  Res.,  Timble  and  Staveley  Lagoon  on  14th. 

Very  few  recorded  on  passage  and  maxima  were  12  at  Spurn  on  20th  August  and  12  at 
Grimston  on  25th.  A few  passed  until  6th  October  along  the  coast  but  inland  localities  were  clear 
of  birds  by  mid-September. 

Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

1250  moved  west  over  Hutton  Magna  on  6th  April  and  other  areas  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  had 
concentrations  of  100=200  during  the  month.  1100  flew  south  at  Grimston  on  14th  September 
when  100  passed  through  Spurn.  On  the  19th,  9000  flew  south  at  Spurn,  with  1876  on  20th  and 
1000  on  21st.  Smaller  numbers  continued  to  pass  during  October  and  early  November.  Passage 
inland  was  evident  during  September  with  223  west  over  Redmires  Res.  on  14th  and  364  on  16th. 
200  over  Leighton  on  15th  and  200  at  Wath  Ings  on  30th.  265  passed  west  over  Redmires  Res.  on 
5th  October.  290  were  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  14th  September.  500  flew  west  over  Ilkley  Moor 
on  21st  September. 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

Coastal  numbers  were  normal  with  a southerly  movement  noted  at  Spurn  in  autumn,  mostly 
low  single  figures  but  31  on  29th  October.  Inland  records  of  singles  came  from  Pugneys,  Wath 
Ings,  Wintersett  Res.,  Southfield  Res.,  and  Hay-a-Park  G.P.,  all  in  October  between  6th  and 
27th.  Birds  showing  characters  of  the  Scandinavian  race  A.s.littoralis  were  at  Spurn  on  31st 
March  (3).  Hornsea  Mere  on  5th  April  (2)  and  18th  April,  Flamborough  on  4th  March  and  6th 
May  (2),  Easington  on  18th  March,  and  Kilnsea  on  31st  March. 

One  showing  characters  of  the  Water  Pipit  A. s. spinoletta  was  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  10th  April 
(AG). 

Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

The  first  of  spring  was  at  Wath  Ings  on  7th  April  with  the  main  influx  during  the  period 
13th-17th.  Concentrations  on  spring  passage  did  not  exceed  60  except  at  Bolton-on-Swale  G.P. 
where  there  were  170  on  29th  April,  Spofforth  S.F.  80  on  lst/2nd  May,  and  Malham  Tarn  100  on 
3rd  May.  Autumn  flocks  were  evident  at  several  localities  with  maxima  of  150  at  Potteric  Carr  on 
12th  August  and  100  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  23rd.  Late  records  came  from  Blacktoft  Sands  on  12th 
October  and  Worsborough  Res.  on  14th. 

Bred  at  Spurn  for  the  first  recorded  time  since  the  observatory  was  established  in  1945.  Two 
pairs  were  probably  successful.  The  birds  were  showing  characters  of  the  Blue-headed  race 
M.f.flava.  Such  birds  were  first  seen  on  4th  May  (1)  and  a pair  on  5th,  the  breeding  birds  settling 
in  from  mid-May. 

Birds  showing  characters  of  the  race  M.f.thunbergi  were  at  Hornsea  on  8th/9th  May  (DEM. 
RGH),  Filey  on  20th  May  (HJW  et  al)  and  Spurn  on  31st  May.  One  showing  characters  of  the 
Ashy-headed  Wagtail  M.f.cinereocapilla  was  at  Flamborough  on  19th  May  (DIMW). 
Blue-headed  birds  were  seen  at  Broomhill  on  12th  April  and  1st  May,  Fairburn  Ings  on  12th 
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May  and  Hornsea  Mere  on  six  dates  in  April/May  with  three  on  5th  and  9th  and  two  on  15th 
(NAB.  RGH).  Eight  (5  males)  were  at  Flamborough  on  8th  May  (PAL.  IS)  including  one  which 
showed  all  the  characters  of  the  Spanish  Wagtail  M.f.iberiae. 

Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

No  breeding  records  for  V.C.  61  and  apart  from  Spurn  there  were  records  from  only  Filey 
(two  dates),  Hornsea  Mere  (seven  dates)  and  single  records  from  Grimston,  Bielby  and  the 
Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge.  All  records  were  in  March  to  May  (four)  and  September  to 
December  (eight).  Spurn  had  singles  on  31st  March,  1st,  3rd  and  12th  April  and  two  on  2nd  and 
24th.  In  autumn,  occurred  from  20th  August  to  28th  October,  no  more  than  two  on  any  day  and 
all  flying  south.  Occurred  normally  in  the  other  four  Vice-Counties  with  a maximum  of  ten 
together  at  Mickle  Ings,  Otley  on  11th  August. 

Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

The  only  sizeable  concentration  was  1500  at  the  York  Railway  Station  roost  during  the  winter 
months.  150  roosted  at  the  Farnley  Balance  Res.,  Leeds  on  27th  October.  Other  roosts  were 
much  smaller.  150  at  Potteric  Carr  on  31st  August. 

Birds  showing  characters  of  the  White  Wagtail  M.  a. alba  were  reported  from  ‘many’  localities 
in  V.C.  61  from  22nd  March  to  mid-May;  11  localities  in  V.C.  63  between  5th  April  and  6th  May 
and  12  localities  in  V.C.  64  between  1st  April  and  1st  May. 

Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Sutton  North  Hill  on  10th  January  (NAB),  two  in  Hull  on  24th  (HTJ)  and  two 
in  another  part  of  the  city  on  25th  and  28th  January  (NAB).  One  flew  west  at  Flamborough  on 
29th  October  (AG). 

V.C.  62:  No  records. 
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V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Sheffield  on  7th  January,  near  Thorne  on  4th  February,  near  Huddersfield 
from  9th  to  17th  February,  Gleadless  on  15th  February  and  Firbeck  from  12th  to  18th  February. 
One  near  Rotherham  on  21st/22nd  March  and  11th  April  and  one  near  Huddersfield  on  30th 
December. 

V.C.  64:  One  near  Harrogate  from  4th  to  24th  January,  one  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th  January, 
two  at  Long  Preston  on  21st  January,  one  at  Ilkley  on  23rd  January  and  one  at  Adel,  Leeds  on 
10th  November. 

V.C.  65:  Five  at  Hutton  Magna  on  12th  February  (GDM). 

Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus 

An  apparent  reduction  in  numbers  at  some  sites  but  no  supporting  figures.  The  Sheffield  area 
had  no  evidence  of  decrease  in  breeding  numbers  along  the  nine  rivers  covered. 

Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Numbers  much  reduced  by  the  severe  weather  in  the  early  months  in  most  areas.  In  V.C.  64,  a 
50%  reduction  was  estimated  and  on  the  high  ground  of  the  north-west,  up  to  66%,  Only  23 
pairs  nested  at  Askham  Bog  compared  with  62  in  1978.  The  resident  population  on  Tow  Hill  in 
V.C.  65  was  wiped  out  and  the  species  was  not  in  the  area  again  until  6th  April  after  which  six 
pairs  bred.  Other  relative  figures  were  from  Hatfield  Moor;  63  males  in  1978,  23  in  1979, 
Denaby  Ings;  21  males  in  1978,  three  in  1979.  Ringing  figures  at  Wintersett  Res.  were  80%  down 
on  1978.  An  80%  reduction  in  the  population  of  Ewden  Valley  and  most  other  areas  of  V.C.  63 
reported  drastic  reduction.  20  were  seen  going  to  roost  in  a nesting  box  at  Aberford  on  20th 
February.  At  Spurn,  seven  entered  two  nesting  boxes  at  the  Warren  on  2nd  January. 

Dunnock  Prunella  modularius 

Suffered  from  the  severe  weather  in  some  localities.  Only  four  pairs  bred  at  Askham  Bog 
compared  with  32  pairs  in  1978. 

Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

Small  spring  passage  noted  at  Spurn  and  Flamborough  with  maximum  of  eight  birds  showing 
characters  of  the  continental  race  E.r. rubecula  on  14th  April  (PAL.  IS).  An  autumn  influx  on 
30th  September  with  200  at  Spurn,  100  at  Grimston,  100  at  Flamborough  and  22  at  Filey.  Spurn 
had  500  on  1st  October,  300  on  2nd,  150  on  3rd  and  4th  and  100  on  5th.  200  were  at  Grimston  on 
1st  October,  180  at  Flamborough  on  4th,  100  at  Grimston  on  23rd  and  100  at  Flamborough  on 
26th  when  50  were  at  Filey. 

Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Flamborough  seen  on  13th  and  15th  May  (DIMW)  and  one  on  9th  September 
(PAL.  IS).  One  at  Sewerby  on  23rd  September  (DIMW).  One  sang  on  the  Spurn  peninsula  on 
8th  May.  One  was  found  dead  on  the  road  there  on  2nd  June.  A Nightingale  singing  at  the  Spurn 
Warren  on  7th  June  may  have  been  a Thrush  Nightingale  as  it  did  not  include  the  characteristic 

phrases  of  megarhynchos. 

V.C.  63:  A male  near  Worsborough  from  11th  to  26th  May  and  occasionally  to  23rd  June. 
Four  singing  males  east  of  Doncaster.  Two  singing  males  on  Thorne  Moor  on  27th/28th  May  and 
one  or  two  present  on  10th  June.  A juvenile  caught  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  11th  August. 

V.C.  64:  One  near  Rufforth  from  14th  to  21st  May  and  one  at  Swillington  on  20th  May. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica 

One  male  (red-spotted)  at  Flamborough  on  15th  May  (AG),  a female  on  19th  May  (JA),  a 
female  at  Filey  Brigg  on  1st  June  (TLC.  AMP)  and  one  at  Flamborough  on  1st  October 
(DIMW).  There  were  no  records  from  Spurn. 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

Nine  breeding  pairs  located  in  the  Sheffield  area  and  ten  chicks  ringed  from  three  broods.  A 
male  at  a separate  site  and  a female  at  another.  One  in  the  Loxley  Valley  on  5th  April  and  a 
singing  male  in  Huddersfield  centre  from  12th  to  21st  June.  One  at  Ingbirchworth  on  29th  July 


40 

and  one  near  Wyke  on  25th  August.  Spurn,  Filey,  Flamborough,  Bridlington,  and  Hornsea  had 
small  numbers  in  spring  from  late  March  to  20th  May  with  maximum  of  eight  at  Spurn  on  11th 
April  and  no  more  than  three  elsewhere  with  singles  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  and  5th  June.  Spurn 
had  one  on  11th  June.  Autumn  records  from  20th  August  at  Spurn  to  late  October  at  several 
coastal  localities.  Spurn  had  the  most  but  a maximum  of  only  eight  on  12th/14th  October  and 
Flamborough,  Grimston  and  Kilnsea  had  birds  on  the  14th  (3.3.1). 

Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

A pair  at  Hundale  on  5th  April  (Mrs.  JW)  were  early  with  the  next  at  Potteric  Carr  on  12th 
April  and  birds  at  several  places  during  the  next  few  days.  Coastal  passage  was  light  with  very 
few  in  spring  and  maximum  of  12  at  Flamborough  on  30th  September.  Late  inland  birds  were  at 
Copmanthorpe  on  9th  October  and  Hove  Edge  (V.C.  63)  on  14th  October.  On  the  coast,  birds 
passed  later  with  one  to  two  at  Spurn  from  18th  to  19th  on  which  latter  date  one  was  at 
Flamborough. 

Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

Wharfe  Ings  had  the  first  on  15th  April  with  singles  at  Wath  Ings  and  Turnerwood  on  17th. 
The  general  arrival  was  not  until  7th  to  9th  May.  Some  lingered  into  late  September  and  October 
with  the  last  inland  birds  at  Worsborough  on  2nd  October,  Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  October, 
Spurn  had  birds  passing  up  to  the  14th  ane  one  was  at  Filey  on  24th.  Spurn  had  good  numbers 
passing  in  autumn  with  daily  maximum  of  41  at  the  end  of  August  and  up  to  38  in  early 
September.  35  were  between  Easington  and  Kilnsea  on  8th  September. 

One  pair  bred  in  V.C.  61  at  Bubwith. 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

V.C.  61;  Spurn  had  one  to  two  regularly  during  January  and  on  a few  dates  in  February,  April 
and  on  20th  May.  A juvenile  on  16th  August  and  one  to  two  on  several  dates  in 
September/October  and  December.  One  on  14th/15th  April  showed  characters  of  the 
continental  race  S.t.rubicola. 

V.C.  62:  Only  two  records:  one  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  5th  January  and  one  at  Redcliffe 
on  13th  October. 

V.C.  63:  One  to  two  birds  at  18  sites  during  January  to  end  of  March  (eight  sites  had  only 
singles  on  one  date).  One  at  Wath  Ings  on  11th  April.  A pair  near  Denaby  Ings  on  2nd  May  and 
a juvenile  (not  reared  locally)  at  Monckton  in  July.  Singles  at  Thorne  Moor,  Thrybergh  Tip, 
Wath  Ings  and  Brandsworth  on  five  dates  in  September/October.  Two  at  Old  Goole  on  10th 
November  and  two  near  Midhope  on  22nd  December.  There  were  no  breeding  records  or  birds 
present  at  recent  breeding  sites. 

V.C.  64:  Noted  in  nine  localities  January  to  April,  all  singly  except  two  at  Fairburn  Ings  from 
12th  to  14th  January  and  at  three  localities  from  August  to  December. 

V.C.  65:  No  records. 

Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

A pair  held  territory  at  Flamborough  both  entering  nest  hole  and  male  song  flighting  up  to 
26th  May.  Site  probably  flooded  by  heavy  rain  but  a ‘fluffy’  juvenile  present  on  12th  July. 
Breeding  suspected  here  in  recent  years  (DIMW).  Spring  passage  during  April/May  with  22  at 
Filey  on  11th  April,  27  on  7th  May  and  31  on  14th  May  (AMP.  HJW),  12  at  Flamborough  on  6th 
May  and  spring  maximum  of  69  on  8th  May. 

The  first  of  spring  was  at  Harthill  Res.  on  21st  March  with  one  at  Almholme  on  22nd.  Late 
inland  birds  were  at  Lotherton  Hall  on  14th  October  and  Athersley  on  17th.  One  was  on  Royd 
Moor  on  10th  November  (CB). 

Birds  belonging  to  the  Greenland  race  O.o.leucorrhoa  passed  through  Spurn,  Flamborough 
and  Grimston  in  late  April  and  May  (almost  daily  at  Spurn)  and  on  12th  September  (1).  Maxima 
were  20  at  Spurn  on  9th,  30  on  14th  and  ten  at  Flamborough  on  19th.  One  was  caught  at 
Grimston  on  27th  August  (AWW.  SGW)  and  one  killed  when  it  hit  a window  at  Arksey  (V.C. 
63)  on  19th  September  proved  to  be  of  this  race  on  measurement.  Singles  occurred  at  six  other 
inland  localities  in  May. 
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Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus 

One  at  Walshaw  (V.C.  63)  on  24th  March  and  one  at  Digley  on  25th  were  the  only  March 
records.  Two  were  in  Bransdale  on  1st  April  but  the  first  major  arrival  was  not  until  the  end  of 
the  second  week  of  April.  The  only  lowland  passage  record  was  a pair  at  Eccup  Res.  on  23rd 
April.  A few  passed  along  the  coast  in  April  and  May. 

In  autumn,  coastal  movement  was  light  and  involved  only  low  single  figures  except  at  Spurn 
where  the  maximum  was  13  on  13th  October  and  ten  at  Cayton  Bay  on  14th. 

Late  inland  birds  were  on  Ilkley  Moor  on  22nd  October,  Ossett  on  5th  November  and 
Burbage  on  16th  November  and  9th  December. 

Blackbird  Turdus  merula 

An  obvious  influx  at  Hunmanby  on  13th  October  (see  Ring  Quzel)  and  at  Scarborough  with 
500  on  the  Castle  Hill.  Spurn  did  not  experience  an  obvious  fall  on  this  date  and  it  was  the  23rd 
to  27th  when  large  numbers  came  in  there.  100  on  23rd,  300  on  24th,  100  on  25th  and  140  on 
27th,  250  on  21st  November  and  180  on  24th  were  maxima  during  the  next  arrival  on  the 
peninsula.  300  were  at  Grimston  on  22nd  October  and  Filey  had  80  on  23rd  and  100  on  24th. 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

Very  few  remained  in  the  area  during  the  severe  weather  in  the  early  months,  500  at 
Cawthorne  (V.C.  63)  on  14th  January  being  the  only  large  flock.  Birds  reappeared  in  March  on 
return  passage,  maxima  being  400  at  Ingbirchworth  on  30th  March  and  1100  near  Leeds  on  1st 
April.  53  at  Ryther  on  10th  May  were  the  last  inland  but  Hornsea  Mere  had  singles  on  27th  and 
29th  May  and  two  were  at  Flamborough  on  2nd  June.  One  was  at  Ecclesall  on  1st  August. 

First  of  autumn  was  one  at  Spurn  on  1st  September  which  was  well  ahead  of  the  next  two  at 
Thorne  on  21st  and  Spurn  and  Turner-wood  (V.C.  63)  on  22nd.  As  usual,  the  main  influx 
occurred  from  the  14th  October,  arrivals  continuing  to  the  month-end.  A large  movement  on 
27th/28th  October  with  900  at  Humberstone  (V.C.  64)  on  27th,  2000  at  Hardcastle  Crags  on 
28th,  1000  at  Carperby  and  2000  in  Bransdale  on  same  day  and  3000  at  Thoralby  on  30th.  Several 
good  flocks  in  November  with  maxima  of  2000  at  Rydale  on  4th,  1650  south-west  over 
Swillington  on  11th,  2000  at  Agden  on  18th,  and  1000  at  Almholme  and  Southfield  at 
month-end. 

Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 

200  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  1st  January,  no  doubt  being  pushed  out  by  the  severe  weather.  An 
influx  on  30th  September  with  500  at  Grimston  and  90  at  Spurn  with  600  and  300  respectively  on 
1st  October.  200  from  2nd  to  4th  and  100  from  5th  to  7th.  150  were  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill 
on  13th  October  when  800  were  at  Flamborough  (PAL.  IS),  300  at  Filey  (AMP)  and  1500  at 
Grimston  (AWW.  SGW). 

Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

At  Spurn,  150  were  grounded  and  700  flew  south  on  1st  January  with  much  smaller  numbers 
on  next  few  days.  There  were  no  large  flocks  inland  and  the  last  birds  noted  were  one  at 
Redmires  on  6th  May,  one  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  11th  and  one  at  Naburn  S.F.  on  16th.  Three  were 
at  Flamborough  on  15th  May  and  one  at  Bempton  on  21st. 

The  first  autumn  birds  were  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  29th  September  with  a very  large  influx  on 
30th,  when  there  were  400  at  Grimston,  200  at  Hornsea  Mere,  100  at  Filey,  200  at  Spurn,  110 
south-west  over  Wintersett  Res.  and  birds  at  four  other  localities  in  V.C.  63  and  nine  in  V.C.  64. 
One  of  the  largest  and  most  concentrated  early  arrivals  in  recent  years.  A second  influx  on  an 
even  bigger  scale  occurred  on  13th  October  when  there  were  1500  at  Spurn,  1900  at  Grimston, 
6000  at  Flamborough,  600  at  Filey,  ‘many’  at  Hunmanby,  3000  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  and 
‘birds  arriving  all  day’  at  Cayton  Bay.  Inland  areas  had  the  movement  next  day  when  several 
places  had  large  flocks  with  720  over  Follifoot,  425  at  Esholt,  170  at  Thorne  Moor,  115  at  Wath 
and  smaller  numbers  elsewhere.  A second  push  on  17th  October  with  3200  at  Spurn,  1000  at 
Grimston  and  250  at  Hornsea  Mere.  Many  were  coming  in  over  the  sea  with  Blackbirds  at 
Scarborough  on  3rd  November.  Inland  flocks  at  the  year-end  included  2500  in  the  Rivelin  Valley 
on  5th  December  and  500  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  17th. 
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Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscivorus 

The  largest  flock  in  recent  years  was  108  at  Norton,  near  Sheffield  on  12th  September.  75  were 
at  Elsecar  on  8th  and  71  at  Hooton  Pagnall  on  9th.  Flocks  of  ca  50  were  at  Swinithwaite  (V.C. 
65)  on  13th  August,  Wyke  on  20th  August,  Redmires  on  5th  October,  and  Bentley  Tilts  on  13th 
October.  ^ 

Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

Potteric  Carr  had  the  first  on  13th  April  with  one  on  Thorne  Moor  on  14th.  Very  few  breeding 
records  available  for  this  secretive  species  and  proved  at  only  two  sites  (in  V.C.  63)  although 
singing  males  occurred  at  many  other  localities  throughout  the  southern  half  of  the  county.  One 
was  caught  in  a Leeds  garden  (Bramhope)  on  5th  September  and  the  last  was  on  Thorne  Moor 
on  15th. 

Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides 

One  caught  and  ringed  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  16th  May  (JESW.  WFC).  The  tenth  Yorkshire 
record  after  the  first  in  1969,  singles  in  1971  and  1973  and  six  in  1977. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

The  first  were  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  13th  April  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  14th  with  birds  at  three 
localities  on  15th,  the  main  arrival  being  during  the  second  week  of  May.  60  singing  males  at 
Fairburn  Ings  and  40  at  Mickletown  Ings,  ca  60  pairs  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  33  pairs  at 
Wintersett  Res.  Up  to  12  males  sang  in  the  vicinity  of  Filey  Brigg  on  1st  June.  Some  lingered  into 
early  October  with  the  last  at  Reedness  on  6th. 


Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  28th  April  and  singles  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  30th. 
Ca  70  singing  males  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  1st  June  and  ca  30  singing  at  Mickletown  Ings.  Ca  400 
pairs  were  estimated  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  60  pairs  bred  at  Potteric  Carr.  Two  singing  birds  in 
the  Easington  Lagoons  area  in  July  (breeds  in  the  reed-filled  dykes).  Only  one  singing  record  at 
Seamer  Road  Mere,  Scarborough  (at  midnight  on  5th  July). 

Late  inland  birds  were  at  Potteric  Carr  on  2nd  October  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  18th.  Two 
were  caught  at  Flamborough  on  4th  October,  Spurn  had  singles  on  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  24th 
October  and  one  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  on  13th  October. 

Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  25th,  27th,  28th,  and  31st  August  and  1st  September.  Singles  at 
Flamborough  on  5th  June  (SCM),  18th  August  (PAL.  IS)  and  5th  September  (AMA)  with  one 
at  Filey  on  1st  September  (TH). 

Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  polyglotta 

One  found  by  D.  1.  M.  Wallace  at  Flamborough  on  26th  May  was  later  caught  and  ringed  by 
P.  A.  Lassey  and  Miss  Irene  Smith.  The  first  record  for  Yorkshire. 

Barred  Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria 

One  at  Flamborough  on  24th  August  (AMA),  two  there  on  25th  (PAL.  IS.  FAW)  and  one  on 
3rd/4th  October  (DIMW.  PAL.  IS).  Spurn  had  two  on  1st  September,  one  on  22nd/23rd,  one  on 
29th  and  one  on  4th  October. 

Spectacled  Warbler  Sylvia  conspicillata 

Correction  to  1968  Report:  Delete  species  name  and  reference  to  first  record  for  Britain  and 
substitute  Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans.  This  record  has  been  re-assessed  in  the  light  of 
recently  appreciated  plumage  characters  and  accepted  as  a Subalpine  Warbler. 
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Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

The  first  were  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  April  and  at  Burley  on  16th.  Potteric  Carr  had  the  first 
in  V.C.  63  on  25th  April.  Coastal  passage  was  indicated  by  eight  at  Spurn  on  13th  May  and  five 
at  Grimston,  six  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  22  at  Flamborough  on  15th. 

The  last  inland  was  at  Denby  Ings  on  22nd  September  but  coastal  birds  passed  through  Spurn 
into  October  with  three  on  4th  and  singles  on  8th,  10th  and  26th. 

Correction  to  1978  Report:  1st  line:  first  on  25th  April  (not  August). 

Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

One  at  Melton  Wood  on  15th  April  was  the  first  of  spring  followed  by  one  at  Mickletown  Ings 
on  17th.  The  general  arrival  was  late  and  occurred  during  the  second  week  of  May.  22  pairs  bred 
in  the  Wintersett  Res.  area  and  other  places  reported  a stable  situation.  Passage  on  the  coast  in 
spring  at  Spurn  with  daily  maximum  of  25  on  13th  May,  and  11  at  Grimston  on  18th.  In  autumn 
Spurn’s  maxima  were  40  on  12th  and  20th  August  and  32  on  28th  with  20  on  9th  September. 
Grimston  had  26  on  17th  August  and  Flamborough  had  25  on  8th  September  with  eight  at  Filey 
on  9th  September.  Late  birds  were  at  Wath  Ings  and  Darton  S.F.  on  30th  September  and  on  the 
coast  near  Cayton  on  5th  October,  Flamborough  on  26th  October  and  at  Spurn  up  to  5th  with 
one  on  15th. 

Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

An  early  bird  was  at  North  Ings,  Mexborough  on  12th  April  (HP)  with  singles  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  on  14th  and  Eccup  Res.  on  18th. 

12  at  Flamborough  on  27th  May  was  the  spring  peak  there.  Spurn  had  very  few  in  spring  and 
recorded  only  seven  individuals  from  13th  May  to  6th  June.  Relatively  few  passed  in  autumn 
with  maxima  of  nine  at  Grimston  on  18th  August,  six  at  Flamborough  on  19th,  14  at  Spurn  on 
25th  and  12  at  Flamborough  on  8th  September.  One  at  Harrogate  S.F.  on  5th  October,  one  at 
Grimston  on  15th  and  eight  at  Spurn  on  6th  with  up  to  three  to  16th. 

One  flew  into  a window  and  killed  itself  in  Sheffield  City  Centre  on  31st  October  (JFx). 

Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Several  were  seen  in  the  winter  months;  one  at  Bingley  from  mid-January  to  mid-February, 
two  in  a Conisborough  garden  on  27th  January,  a male  at  Tower  Gardens  from  1st  January  to 
April,  female  at  Bramhope,  Leeds  on  2nd  January,  one  at  Harrogate  on  4th  January,  male  at 
Cookridge,  Leeds  from  3rd  to  5th  March,  two  at  Bretton  Park  on  25th  March  and  one  at  Balby 
on  27th.  There  were  also  some  wintering  records  in  the  Sheffield  area.  December  records  were 
two  at  Allerton  Park  on  1st,  female  at  Leeds  on  lst/2nd,  female  at  Knaresborough  on  9th,  male 
near  Holmfirth  from  14th  to  16th,  a male  at  Gleaden  on  22nd  and  one  at  Beverley  in  late 
December, 

Flamborough  had  small  numbers  passing  in  November  with  four  on  16th,  two  on  17th,  three 
on  18th  and  one  on  24th.  Spurn  had  similar  numbers  with  two  on  24th  and  one  on  25th  as  well  as 
on  15th/16th  December.  Some  inland  birds  in  November  could  be  passing  through  and  not 
strictly  wintering. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus 

One  at  Spurn  on  11th  October  was  caught  and  ringed  (BRS.  RS.  et  al)  and  two  were  present 
on  14th  (BGP.  GS.  BRS).  One  at  Flamborough  on  27th  October  (PAL.  IS)  and  another  on 
28th/29th  was  caught  and  ringed  on  first  date  (AG.  PAL.  IS). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inornatus 

One  at  Flamborough  from  24th  to  26th  September  (AM A.  PAL.  IS),  singles  in  St  Oswald’s 
Churchyard  at  Filey  and  on  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  30th  (AJL.  ASK.  et  al),  two  at 
Flamborough  and  one  at  Spurn  on  4th  October,  the  latter  caught  and  ringed  and  still  present  on 
5th  (PAL.  IS.  et  al),  and  another  in  Filey  churchyard  on  7th  October  (AB.  JMR).  Two  at  Spurn 
on  14th  October. 
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Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sybillatrix 

Singles  at  Scotton  Banks,  Knaresborough  and  Crimple,  Harrogate  on  16th  April  were  the  first 
of  spring.  Most  localities  had  their  firsts  during  early  May.  Singing  males  at  11  sites  in  the 
Huddersfield  area  was  quite  exceptional  but  breeding  was  proved  at  only  one  locality.  Bred  in 
V.C.  63  at  Holme  House  Wood,  Ewden  Valley,  Strines,  Rivelin,  Agdon,  Moss  Valley, 
Grenoside,  Wyming  Brook,  and  Bradfield  (near  Sheffield).  Two  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  12th  May 
and  one  on  14th  with  singles  at  Flamborough  on  15th  and  21st. 

Small  coastal  passage  in  autumn  from  4th  to  24th  August  with  singles  at  Flamborough, 
Grimston,  Filey  and  Spurn  on  12  dates  with  two  at  Spurn  on  30th  August  and  Flamborough  on 
9th  September. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

The  first  were  singles  at  Carlton  Marsh  and  near  Harrogate  on  25th  March  with  birds  at  six 
other  widespread  localities  before  the  month-end. 

Coastal  passage  in  spring  and  autumn  was  light  with  daily  maximum  of  five  at  Spurn  on  13th 
October.  One  was  at  Flamborough  on  18th  November  and  two  at  Spurn  on  27th. 

Single  birds  attributed  to  the  race  P.c.tristis  were  at  Spurn  on  27th  October  and  Flamborough 
on  27th  November. 

A few  inland  records  in  October  from  ca  ten  localities,  three  records  in  November  and  four  in 
December  (V.C.s  63  and  64). 

Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

One  at  Swinefleet  on  31st  March  was  the  first  and  early  (TE).  Singles  at  Elsecar  and  near 
Bradford  on  7th  April  were  the  next.  60  were  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  1st  May. 

Coastal  passage  in  autumn  had  peaks  of  120  at  Spurn  and  300  at  Grimston  on  19th  August  with 
70  at  Flamborough  and  85  at  Filey  on  same  day.  100  were  at  Grimston  regularly  in  August  and 
Spurn  had  140  on  20th  and  115  on  24th.  60  were  at  Flamborough  on  8th  September.  One  to  two 
were  at  Spurn  regularly  up  to  the  8th  and  one  on  14th.  One  was  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  on 
27th  October. 

Late  records  inland  came  from  Potteric  Carr  on  4th  October  and  Harrogate  S.F.  on  5th. 
Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

Reports  of  drastic  reductions  in  the  resident  population  came  from  V.C.s  63,  64  and  65  after 
the  hard  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Spurn  had  small  numbers,  up  to  ten  in  late 
September  and  up  to  22  by  5th  October  then  fewer  before  60  on  27th,  the  only  large  figure. 
Flamborough  had  80  on  26th  and  Grimston  had  30  on  23rd  and  27th.  150  were  on  Scarborough 
Castle  Hill  on  27th. 

Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

Singles  at  Flamborough  and  Scarborough  on  10th  April  and  Flamborough  and  Cayton  Bay  on 
13th  April  (AMA.  ASK.  PAL.  FAW),  a female  caught  and  ringed  at  Grimston  on  13th  and 
retrapped  on  15th  (AWW.  SGW).  A male  at  Filey  on  14th  and  16th  April  (HJW.  AMP)  and  a 
male  singing  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  17th  and  18th  April  (AMA.  DPS).  A female  at  Filey  on  1st  and 
2nd  October  (AMP.  PJD)  and  one  at  Scarborough  on  1st  (MF)  and  an  influx  at  the  month-end 
with  one  at  Flamborough  on  22nd  (CR),  two  on  24th  (SCM),  five  on  26th  (PAL.  IS),  one  on 
27th  and  three  on  28th  (PAL.  IS).  Filey  had  singles  on  24th  and  26th  October  and  one  was  at 
Grimston  on  27th.  Spurn  had  singles  on  4th  and  15th  April.  One  at  Kilnsea  on  7th  October,  two 
on  26th  and  two  on  27th. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

The  first  was  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  5th  May  with  birds  at  two  other  localities  on  the  6th  and  a 
steady  trickle  of  new  birds  up  to  mid-month,  the  first  real  influx  being  around  the  18th/19th. 
Only  small  numbers  passed  along  the  coast  in  autumn  with  up  to  20  on  several  days  at  Grimston 
in  August.  Spurn’s  daily  maximum  was  only  four  in  August. 

Most  inland  areas  were  clear  by  the  end  of  September,  the  last  being  at  Settle  on  3rd  October. 
Flamborough  had  one  on  7th  October  and  Spurn  had  singles  on  7th  and  10th. 
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Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 

Two  in  Kilnsea  churchyard  on  30th  September  (ML).  Two  at  Spurn  on  13th  October  and 
Flamborough  had  one  on  same  date  and  on  26th  October  (AG). 

Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

One  was  in  the  Washburn  Valley  on  17th  April  and  two  males  in  Sleightholmedale  on  29th 
April,  the  next  being  at  Catcliffe  on  5th  May. 

Coastal  passage  in  autumn  was  light  with  maxima  of  only  12  at  Spurn  on  19th  August  and  early 
September.  Grimston  had  18  on  19th  August  and  11  were  at  Flamborough  on  8th  September. 
One  at  Flamborough  on  14th  October  and  at  Spurn  on  22nd. 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

V.C.  61:  Hornsea  Mere  had  up  to  six  on  several  days  during  the  early  months  but  none 
between  13th  April  and  29th  October  (RGH).  Between  three  and  nine  were  on  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  on  many  dates  in  January/February  and  up  to  seven  from  5th  September  to 
27th  November  (ACh).  No  breeding  records 

V.C.  63:  Blacktoft  Sands  had  350  in  early  January  with  a heavy  mortality  in  the  cold  weather 
and  the  population  was  down  to  40  by  early  March.  Some  arrivals  augmented  the  numbers  to  25 
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breeding  pairs  (64%  decrease  on  1978).  First  broods  had  poor  success  in  the  cold,  wet  spring  and 
second  broods  did  only  marginally  better.  Ca  200  present  in  the  autumn  with  small  eruptions 
from  mid-September  to  early  November  and  ca  100  remained  in  December  (AG).  Five  were  in 
the  Old  Goole  reedbed  from  27th  January  to  3rd  February  and  Reedness  foreshore  had  two  on 
11th  September  and  15  on  19th. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

The  severe  weather  badly  affected  the  species  especially  in  the  Huddersfield  and  Barnsley 
areas  and  in  some  parts  of  V.C.  64.  In  the  Huddersfield  area  only  noted  in  five  woodland  areas 
(normally  up  to  15)  and  only  known  to  have  bred  in  four  (a  70%  reduction).  30  at  Askham  Bog, 
25  at  Thorne  Moor  and  20  at  Wintersett  in  early  January  before  the  severe  weather  were  the  only 
sizeable  parties  apart  from  30  at  Harewood  on  10th  April. 

Marsh  Tit  Pams  palustris 

Very  scarce  and  reported  from  only  six  localities  in  V.C.  63  and  mostly  singly.  Five  pairs  bred 
at  Askham  Bog,  14  in  Studley  Park  on  3rd  February  was  a big  number  for  this  thinly  distributed 
titmouse. 

Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Fewer  than  usual  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  but  more  widespread  than  the  last  species.  Population  in 
the  Huddersfield  area  considered  to  be  halved. 

Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

Apparently  affected  by  the  severe  weather  but  no  real  data  available.  25  at  Eccup  Res.  on  27th 
July  was  the  only  sizeable  party.  One  was  at  Spurn  on  16th  April. 

Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus 

Not  affected  so  severely  as  others  of  the  genus  perhaps  due  to  the  availability  of  artificial  food 
sources.  Numbers  breeding  at  Askham  Bog  were  down  to  31  compared  with  45  pairs  in  1978. 

In  September,  Spurn  had  good  numbers  with  ten  to  30  in  mid-month  and  50  on  24th,  33  of 
which  flew  south  at  the  ‘narrows’,  70  on  27th  (64  south)  and  20  on  8th  October,  17  on  24th  and  12 
on  27th  and  up  to  eight  on  several  November  dates.  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  had  300  on  13th 
October  and  150  on  27th  (RHA). 

Great  Tit  Parus  major 

30  were  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  with  300  Blue  Tits  on  13th  October  (RHA).  Spurn  had 
only  low  single  figures  during  September  and  October. 

Nuthatch  Siita  europaea 

20  were  in  Studley  Park  on  25th  March  and  28th  December.  Elsewhere  status  appeared 
normal. 

Tree  Creeper  Certhia  familiaris 

Suffered  reductions  in  V.C.s  63,  64  and  65,  particularly  so  in  the  latter.  Breeding  numbers 
were  well  down  on  1978  in  several  monitored  areas  of  V.C.  63. 

One  caught  at  the  point  at  Spurn  on  28th  September. 

Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

Singles  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  19th  May  and  17th  June  (RGH).  One  sang  at  the  Spurn  Warren 
on  8th  June.  A female/immature  was  at  Denaby  North  Ings  on  24th  July  (JL). 

Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

One  at  Flamborough  on  15th  May  (AG).  A male  caught  and  ringed  at  Grimston  on  3rd  June 
was  present  next  day  (AWW.  SGW).  Singles  at  Out  Newton  on  6th  June  (SML)  and 
Flamborough  on  15th  June  (DIMW).  Up  to  two  at  Flamborough  on  several  dates  from  22nd 
August  to  9th  September  and  one  on  4th  October  (PAL.  IS.  AMA).  Singles  at  Filey  on  16th  and 
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25th  August  and  one  at  Easington  on  8th/9th  September  (SML).  Spurn  had  one  from  25th  to 
27th  August,  a second  on  27th  and  one  on  29th,  one  on  1st  September,  one  from  6th  to  8th  and 
one  from  9th  to  13th  with  one  on  6th  October. 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

In  spring  there  were  singles  at  Newby  (V.C.  62)  from  11th  to  28th  March,  Flamborough  on 
10th  April  and  Filey  on  5th  May.  Spurn  had  singles  on  8th  and  21st  April.  There  were  singles  at 
four  localities  in  V.C.  63  from  January  to  March  and  two  near  Scotch  Corner  in  V.C.  65  on  4th 
February.  At  the  year-end  Flamborough,  Filey  and  Spurn  had  birds  on  30th  September  (1.1.2) 
with  birds  at  Spurn,  Kilnsea  and  Flamborough  on  2nd/3rd/4th  October  (1.2.1)  and  singles  at 
Spurn  on  18th/i9th  and  Flamborough  on  27th.  One  at  Burniston  on  11th  November,  singles  at 
four  sites  in  V.C.  63  and  two  in  V.C.  64  from  7th  October  to  year-end. 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator 

One  in  a garden  at  Rimswell  (V.C.  61)  on  28th  May  was  identified  from  Thorburn’s  Birds  by 
the  finders  and  subsequently  confirmed  by  B.  R.  Spence. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

Several  records  during  October  when  the  species  wanders  and  is  much  in  evidence,  with 
maxima  of  ten  at  Potteric  Carr  on  14th,  25  at  Yateholm  on  28th  and  reported  as  more  in 
evidence  than  usual  at  several  localities  during  the  month.  One  was  caught  at  the  Spurn  Warren 
on  18th  October  — only  the  11th  since  the  observatory  was  formed. 

Magpie  Pica  pica 

The  origin  of  five  seen  coming  in  over  the  sea  at  Filey  on  31st  March  and  one  at  Grimston  can 
only  be  conjectured.  100  were  at  a roost  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  5th  January  and  7th 
December.  Other  large  assemblies  were  70  at  Adel  Dam  on  7th  January,  60  at  Wintersett  Res. 
on  13th  January,  50  at  Arthington  Viaduct  on  3rd  February,  85  at  Rivelin  on  24th  February  and 
54  at  Cottingley  on  4th  December.  A pair  settled  at  Tow  Hill  in  V.C.  65  for  the  first  time  on 
record. 

Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

80  at  Flamborough  on  4th  November  included  some  birds  showing  pale  areas  on  sides  of  neck 
and  likely  of  the  nominate  form  C.m. monedula  from  Scandinavia.  One  bird  had  particularly 
white  patches,  a feature  of  the  eastern  race  C.m.soemmeririgii  (PAL.  IS).  Museum  comparison 
would  be  needed  to  confirm  such  a race  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  pale  necked  nominate  birds 
come  across  each  winter  and  should  be  looked  for  inland  as  well  as  on  the  coast.  It  is  valuable  to 
have  their  presence  confirmed  by  the  Flamborough  records. 

Spurn  had  birds  in  October  which  were  likely  immigrants  with  maxima  of  44  on  27th,  60  on 
28th,  57  on  30th  and  78  on  31st  and  smaller  numbers  in  early  November. 

5000  at  the  Hornsea  Mere  corvid  roost  in  December. 

Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

The  Hornsea  Mere  corvid  roost  held  2000  to  3000  during  December.  Large  numbers  were 
seen  in  most  parts  of  the  county  with  maxima  of  1000  at  Bingley  in  November  and  several  other 
large  mixed  gatherings  of  this  and  the  last  species. 

Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone  corone 

500  attended  the  Hornsea  Mere  corvid  roost  on  10th  January.  Several  roosts  in  V.C.  63  of  up 
to  20  to  30  birds  with  80  at  Ogden  on  4th  July  (the  winter  numbers  were  not  checked  here).  160 
were  at  Eccup  Res.  on  28th  January  and  75  at  Askham  Bog  on  31st  May.  Two  leucistic  birds 
were  at  North  Rigton  on  1st  July  and  schizochroic  individuals  were  at  Cawood,  Acaster  (3),  and 
Selby.  Hooded  Crows  C.c.cornix  occurred  along  the  coast  in  small  numbers  in  the  early  and  late 
months.  Maxima  were  four  at  Flamborough  on  21st  April  and  six  on  25th  November.  The  latest 
in  spring  were  three  at  Bempton  on  13th  May  and  one  at  Easington  on  19th.  Inland,  there  was 
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one  at  Timble  on  13th  April,  one  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  from  11th  November  to  1st  December,  one 
at  Wath  Ings  on  16th  December  and  four  at  Lumley  Moor  Res.  on  31st  December. 

Raven  Corvus  corax 

Two  were  at  Flamborough  on  26th  May  and  a third  bird  seen  between  Carnaby  and 
Haisthorpe  on  same  day  (DIMW).  A juvenile  was  at  Flamborough  on  4th  June  (DIMW).  These 
coastal  records  are  extremely  interesting  and  encouraging. 

Two  were  at  Studfold  on  4th  January  and  two  near  Sannat  Hill  on  17th  September.  One  pair 
bred  successfully  on  Pen-y-Ghent  and  a pair  was  successful  at  Black  Force  in  the  extreme 
north-west.  One  was  in  Upper  Wensleydale  on  8th  April. 

Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

A survey  in  the  Sheffield  area  revealed  six  roosts  of  over  1000  birds.  50,000  were  at  Catcliffe 
Flash  on  28th  October  and  a post-breeding  roost  at  a roundabout  in  Rotherham  held  15,000  in 
late  July  and  one  at  Hillsborough  Park  had  12,000  in  September.  10,000  were  at  Swillington  Ings 
on  1st  January. 

A leucistic  bird  at  Shipley  on  12th  March  had  pale  areas  corresponding  to  the  pattern  of  Rosy 
Pastor  S.  roseus. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus 
An  adult  at  Malham  Tarn  on  30th  June  and  1st  July  (GTu.  BSH). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domes ticus 
A leucistic  bird  at  Brompton  on  28th  August  (MF). 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

Flocks  of  100  to  200  occurred  at  five  places  in  V.C.  63  and  two  in  V.C.  64  during  the  autumn. 
There  were  several  smaller  flocks  in  the  early  months  from  the  same  areas,  maximum  being  80  at 
Wintersett  Res.  on  6th  January. 

Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

Widespread  and  common,  with  many  flocks  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months.  V.C.  63 
had  flocks  of  100  to  200  at  11  localities  during  February/March  and  October  to  December. 
V.C.  64  had  similar  flocks  with  three  of  300  at  Studley  Park  in  January,  Leighton  Res.  in 
November  and  Fountain’s  (near  Studley)  in  December.  200  were  in  Thorne  Park,  near 
Scarborough  on  10th  February  and  175  were  at  Hutton  Magna  in  V.C.  65  on  19th  February. 

Birds  passed  south  at  Spurn  in  spring  and  autumn  with  maxima  of  623  on  12th  April  and  100 
on  31st  October.  More  passed  in  spring  than  in  autumn. 

Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 

Up  to  100  along  the  Pocklington  Canal  near  Bielby  during  the  early  months  was  the  only 
record  of  note  in  V.C.  61.  V.C.s  63  and  64  had  only  small  numbers  well  distributed  during  the 
same  period  with  maxima  of  140  at  Leeds  in  January  and  70  at  Cusworth  Park  on  3rd  March. 
Some  birds  lingered  into  May  with  one  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  9th,  and  one  at  Wath  Ings  on  29th. 
Spurn  had  one  on  9th  May  and  two  on  31st. 

First  of  autumn  were  two  at  Spurn  on  29th  September  with  four  at  Filey,  115  at  Grimston,  40 
at  Spurn  and  three  inland  at  Broomhill  on  30th.  A big  arrival  on  13th  October  with  400  at  Spurn, 
175  at  Flamborough,  150  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  and  inland  areas  noting  an  influx  during  the 
next  few  days.  Largest  inland  flocks  were  150  at  Bretton  Park  on  1 1th  November  and  200  on  29th 
December  and  120  at  Agden  on  18th  November.  150  were  at  Langdale  Bank  on  2nd  December 
(V.C.  62). 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

Some  large  flocks  were  reported.  In  the  early  months  Hatfield  Moors  had  200  on  1st  January 
and  Blacktoft  Sands  had  320  on  27th.  150  were  at  a roost  at  Blackmoorfoot  on  9th  February. 
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More  birds  at  the  year-end  with  400  at  Wath  Ings  on  30th  September,  300  near  Leeds  on  5th 
October  and  100  to  200  at  ten  localities  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  from  October  to  year-end.  150 
roosted  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  28th  December. 

Filey  Brigg  had  190  on  20th  October  and  Spurn  had  the  usual  southerly  movements  during 
October  to  December  with  daily  maxima  of  169  on  27th  October,  183  on  1st  November,  182  on 
17th,  259  on  24th  and  115  on  15th  December. 

Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

100  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  10th  February,  75  at  Grimston  on  5th  August  and  170  on  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  on  19th  September  were  the  largest  flocks  in  V.C.  61.  V.C.  63  had  several 
flocks  of  ca  50  birds  and  some  larger  with  maxima  of  100  at  Wath  Ings  on  5th  September,  200  on 
9th  and  100  on  30th.  Potteric  Carr  had  150  on  4th  September,  and  200  from  2nd  to  17th  October. 
V.C.  64  had  fewer  with  100  near  Leeds  on  27th  August  the  largest.  The  usual  southerly 
movement  at  Spurn  in  spring  and  autumn  with  maxima  of  90  on  19th  May,  43  on  24th  September 
and  97  on  6th  October  as  daily  maxima. 

Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

One  pair  bred  near  Timble  in  V.C.  64,  two  pairs  bred  at  Langsett  and  one  at  Strines  in 
V.C.  63.  Scarce  in  V.C.  61  except  at  Spurn  where  there  were  birds  from  23rd  September  to 
year-end  and  maxima  of  34  on  30th  September,  40  on  4th  October  but  otherwise  single  figures. 

Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

Spurn  had  the  usual  spectacular  numbers  passing  south.  In  April,  3483  were  counted  passing 
on  21  days  with  maximum  of  668  on  15th,  May  had  1853  on  13  dates  with  450  on  12th  and  500  on 
13th.  1874  passed  from  mid-September  on  11  days  to  month-end  and  2175  on  17  October  days.  A 
schizochroic  bird  flew  south  on  15th  December  which  was  seen  near  the  Warren  and  in  Kilnsea 
on  16th  and  29th.  The  head  was  dark,  but  the  body  and  wings  were  white  except  for  some  dark 
marks  on  the  coverts  and  remiges. 

Flocks  of  100  to  300  occurred  at  18  places  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  and  some  in  V.C.  61  mostly 
during  January/February  and  August/September  but  300  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  4th  November 
and  200  at  Askham  Bog  on  18th  December. 

Twite  Acanthis  flavirostris 

A few  coastal  and  estuarine  records  from  V.C.  61  during  the  winter  months  and  several  from 
Spurn  during  the  autumn/winter.  20  flying  south  on  11th  October,  50  on  14th  and  24  on  20th 
were  the  maxima  but  small  numbers  occurred  on  many  other  dates  into  December. 

In  V.C.  63,  100  were  at  Luddenden  Dean  on  15th  April  and  70  near  Meltham  on  29th.  60  at 
Agden  in  September  and  300  at  Broadstones  on  14th  October.  Only  three  pairs  bred  on  Sutton 
Moor  compared  with  18  in  1975  but  there  was  a slight  increase  near  Langsett. 

Redpoll  Acanthis  flammea 

Flocks  of  50  to  120  recorded  at  ten  places  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  during  January  to  April.  In 
October,  200  were  at  Potteric  Carr  on  22nd,  100  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  28th  and  300  in  Allerton 
Park  during  the  month. 

Birds  showing  characters  of  the  Mealy  Redpoll  C.f.  flammea  were  recorded  at  Hornsea  Mere 
on  10th  February  (4),  Bretton  Park  on  18th  February,  Swinden  Plantation  on  21st  October  and 
Flamborough  on  30th  December  (2).  Spurn  had  four  from  2nd  to  5th  October  and  one  from  26th 
to  29th  October. 

Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra 
A relatively  good  year. 

V.C.  61:  Spurn  had  one  on  14th  June,  one  on  22nd  July,  one  on  19th/20th  August,  three  on 
7th  October,  two  on  12th  to  15th,  two  on  27th  and  28th  and  singles  on  2nd  and  4th  November. 
Two  at  Grimston  on  11th  August  and  two  at  Filey  on  26th  September.  Of  two  at  Flamborough 
on  13th  October,  one  was  large  and  probably  pityopsittacus . One  there  on  22nd  October. 

V.C.  62:  Singles  in  Dalby  Forest  on  12th  April  and  5th  May.  30  in  Wykeham  Forest  on  12th 
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June  and  into  July.  30  in  Dalby  Forest  on  29th  September  and  on  27th  October  there  were  three 
flocks  totalling  60  birds. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Newington  and  Burbage  Edge  in  March  and  April,  18  in  Deffer  Wood  on 
17th  June  and  one  to  three  at  Strines,  Langsett,  Crimsworth  Dean,  Armthorpe  and  Broomhead 
in  July  (1)  and  from  October  to  December. 

V.C.  64:  Two  at  Eccup  Res.  on  24th  January,  four  in  Bishops  Wood,  Selby  on  12th  June,  five 
at  Swinsty  on  2nd  August  and  a small  flock  at  Timble  on  29th  September  with  up  to  20  in 
November. 

V.C.  65;  Three  in  Stang  Forest  on  3rd  March. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 

A first  summer  male  in  song  at  Flamborough  on  28th  May  (PAL.  IS).  A female/immature  at 
Spurn  on  24th  September  (NPW)  and  a female/immature  on  Scarborough  Castle  Hill  on  27th 
October  (RHA). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Bullflnch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

A female  caught  at  Spurn  on  27th  October  was  of  the  Northern  race  P.p. pyrrhula  and 
different  single  males  on  27th  and  28th/29th  and  a female  from  31st  October  to  5th  November 
were  also  considered  to  be  of  this  race  as  were  singles  at  Grimston  and  Flamborough  in  late 
October.  20  to  25  were  at  Potteric  Carr,  Denaby  Ings  and  Langsett  during  January/February.  40 
at  Wath  Ings  on  30th  September  and  50  on  Hatfield  Moor  from  24th  November  to  year-end  with 
20  to  35  at  six  other  sites  in  V.C.s  63  and  64. 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

V.C.  61;  Two  at  Heslington,  York  on  1st  January  (JHL).  One  over  Heworth  on  21st  October 
(JHL). 

V.C.  62:  One  in  Commondale  on  2nd  April,  two  on  4th  April  (one  with  nest  material),  three 
on  15th  April  and  five  on  17th  (MC). 

V.C.  63:  One  to  two  recorded  from  Almholme,  Sprotborough  Flash,  Sandall  Beat,  High 
Hoyland,  Frickley  Park  and  Wadworth  Wood  from  February  to  April  and  September- 
November 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Headingley  and  Farnham  in  May.  Nine  near  Leeds  where  one  pair  bred 
successfully.  Reported  from  eight  localities  in  the  Harrogate/Knaresborough  area.  63  at 
Fountain’s  Abbey  on  28th  December  (MVB).  Seven  records  of  one  to  two  birds  from  the  York 
area.  A pair  bred  near  Knottingley  and  one  pair  has  done  so  since  1975  (SCM). 

Slate-coloured  Junco  Junco  hyemalis 

One  near  Rotherham  on  3rd  January  (J.  Hornbuckle).  A new  county  species  from  the  New 
World  and  the  ninth  for  Britain.  The  previous  eight  have  all  occurred  during  April  and  May. 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

In  the  early  months  there  were  small  numbers  with  up  to  six  reported  from  Spurn,  Kilnsea, 
Easington,  Barmston,  Filey,  Scarborough  and  Wilsthorpe  and  a maximum  of  17  at  Flamborough 
in  January. 

First  of  autumn  was  one  at  Wilsthorpe  on  15th  September  (SML)  with  five  at  Flamborough 
next  day  then  almost  daily  to  year-end  with  maxima  of  20  on  28th  September  and  23  on  18th 
November  (PAL.  IS).  Filey  had  birds  almost  daily  with  13  on  31st  October  as  maximum.  Spurn 
had  good  numbers  in  October  with  ten  on  26th,  17  on  27th,  33  on  28th  and  37  on  31st.  In 
November,  54  on  2nd  with  southerly  movement  in  December  with  34  on  8th,  27  on  15th,  17  on 
22nd  and  14  on  29th.  A large  build-up  in  the  Barmston/Fraisthorpe  area  during 
October/November  with  at  least  105  on  24th  November  (SML)  and  good  numbers  to  year-end 
with  60  during  the  last  week  (JC.  JRM).  Eight  at  Burniston  on  3rd  November.  Two  were  at 
Hollym  Carrs  on  16th  December  (SML).  Blacktoft  Sands  had  singles  on  7th  March,  27th 
November  and  25th  December  (AG). 
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Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

Few  in  the  early  months  and  the  only  good  numbers  were  in  the  Spurn/Kilnsea  area  with 
maxima  of  20  on  5th  January,  39  on  13th/14th  January. 

First  of  autumn  was  one  at  Filey  on  9th  September  with  singles  at  Spurn  and  Hornsea  on  10th. 
Almost  daily  at  Spurn  to  year-end  with  Clubley’s  Field  attracting  maxima  of  100  on  20th 
November,  105  on  29th  December,  110  on  30th  and  120  on  31st.  38  at  Flamborough,  48  at 
Barmston  on  24th  November,  37  at  Easington  Lagoons  on  9th  December  (part  of  the  Spurn 
flock)  and  30  flying  north  at  Withernsea  on  28th.  25  were  at  Barmston  at  the  end  of  December. 

Inland  records  were  eight  near  Ribblehead  on  1st  January,  eight  on  Buckden  Moor  on  26th, 
one  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  24th  March  and  one  at  Middlesmoor  in  mid-December.  Three  at 
Grimesgill  on  9th  February.  One  at  Potteric  Carr  on  28th  October  and  three  west  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  10th  November. 

Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

Flocks  of  50  to  100  were  at  six  localities  in  V.C.s  63  and  64  during  the  first  three  months  with 
200  near  Ripon  on  21st  January  and  320  on  Hatfield  Moor  on  15th  March.  150  at  Harthill  Res. 
on  13th  December  and  100  at  Ughill  on  30th  December. 

Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana 

A female  at  Flamborough  on  5th  May  (AG).  An  immature  there  on  26th  August  (AMA)  and 
another  on  8th  September  (PAL.  IS). 

Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla 
One  at  Filey  Brigg  on  30th  September  (PJD). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

250  were  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  21st  January  where  ca  150  pairs  bred  with  a poor  success  rate. 
250  present  on  14th  November  was  a lower  figure  than  normal  (AG).  Ca  60  pairs  at  Mickletown 
Ings  during  the  summer.  100  on  Hatfield  Moor  on  22nd  March  and  71  pairs  located  in  the 
breeding  season. 

Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra 

Spurn  had  maxima  of  110  on  Clubley’s  Field  on  3rd  January  and  180  flew  south  over  the 
Warren  to  roost  on  2nd  January.  375  on  Flamborough  headland  on  28th  January  (NAB)  and  100 
there  on  29th  December  (PAL.  IS).  75  at  Wath  Ings  in  February  and  April,  80  on  18th  October 

and  150  on  21st  November. 

Addition  to  1978  Report:  150  to  200  roosted  at  Gascoigne  Wood,  near  Selby  Coalfield  in 
January  (RFD). 
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Escaped  Birds 

I have  included  in  this  section  all  the  birds  which  have  obviously  escaped  from  captivity.  Those 
which  may  or  may  not  have  had  a wild  origin  such  as  Snow  Goose,  and  those  which  may  have  a 
feral  origin  such  as  Mandarin  and  Egyptian  Goose  are  included  in  the  main  list  with  the 
appropriate  proviso. 

Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  ruber  chilensis 

One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  14th  April,  two  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitton  Sands  from  23rd  July  to  4th 
August  (AG.  TE.  DIMW),  one  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  31st  July  (MF)  and  one  at  Hornsea 
Mere  from  early  September  to  year-end  (RGH  et  al). 

Chinese  Goose  Anser  cygnoides  (var.  dom.) 

A pair  reared  one  young  at  Fairburn  Ings. 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 
One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th  September. 

Bahama  Pintail  Anas  bahamensis 
One  at  Whiteholme  Res.  from  3rd  to  8th  September. 

Cape  Shelduck  Tadorna  cana 
One  on  Whitton  Sands  on  8th  July  (DIMW). 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  Palaeornis  torquatus 
One  flew  south  at  Spurn  on  21st  August  and  one  was  there  on  25th  September. 

Quaker  Parakeet  Myiopsitta  monachus 

Up  to  40  free  flying  in  the  Almondbury  and  Maldgreen  areas  of  Huddersfield.  These  birds 
return  to  the  outbuildings  from  which  they  were  first  released  in  1977,  to  roost  and  feed  in  severe 
weather. 

Cockateil  Nymphicus  hollandicus 

One  at  Leemount,  Halifax  on  2nd  June.  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  23rd  April.  One  near 
Harewood  on  21st  October. 

Golden  Pheasant  Crysolophus  pictus 
A male  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  21st  October  to  year-end. 

Rainbow  Bunting  Passerina  ledancheri 
One  at  Spurn  on  13th  August. 

Golden  Sparrow  Passer  luteus 
One  at  Spurn  on  15th  and  24th  July. 

Black-headed  Weaver  Ploceus  cucullatus 
One  at  Spurn  on  24th  August. 

Red-billed  Weaver  Quelea  quelea 
Two  at  Spurn  with  House  Sparrows  from  13th  to  28th  August. 

White-headed  Nun  Mania  maja 
One  at  Spurn  from  21st  October  to  4th  November. 

Mynah  sp.  Acridotheres  sp. 

One  in  a garden  at  Settle  during  late  June  and  early  July. 
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Local  Reports 

The  following  local  society  and  club  reports  for  1979  have  been  received  and  those  readers 
requiring  more  detailed  information  for  any  of  the  areas  concerned  should  consult  these. 

V.C.  61  Filey  Brigg  Ornithological  Group  Classified  list. 

V.C.  63  Barnsley  Bird  Study  Group  Classified  List  and  Ringing  Report. 

Bradford  Naturalists’  Society  Classified  List. 

Doncaster  and  District  Ornithological  Society  Classified  List  and  Ringing  Report. 
Huddersfield  Birdwatchers’  Club  Classified  List  and  Ringing  Report.  Recovery 
analysis  of  Greenfinches  ringed  at  Blackmoorfoot. 

Rotherham  and  Dist.  Ornithological  Society  Classified  List  for  1977. 

Sheffield  Bird  Study  Group  Classified  List,  Report  on  Surveys,  Swift  breeding 
distribution,  Starling  roosts,  Waterways  birds  Survey,  Common  Bird  Census  work, 
also  report  for  1977-78. 

Halifax  Naturalists’  Society  Classified  List  1978-79. 

Wakefield  Naturalists’  Society  ‘Birds  around  Wakefield  1974-79’  by  R.  Brooke  and 
P.  Smith. 

V.C.  64  Castleford  and  District  Naturalists’  Society  Classified  List. 

Fair  burn  Ings  Nature  Reserve  Classified  List. 

Harrogate  and  District  Naturalists’  Society  Classified  List,  short  paper  on  breeding 
Swifts. 

Wharf edale  Naturalists’  Society  Classified  List. 

York  Ornithological  Club  Classified  List  and  Ringing  Report. 

Detailed  classified  lists  were  also  published  for  the  following  well  watched  areas: 

Mickletown  Ings  — B.  Townend 

Carlton  Marsh  — G.  Blunt  and  C.  Gorman 

Wintersett  Reservoir  — P.  Smith  and  G.  J.  Speight 

Blacktoft  Sands  — A.  Grieve 

Nostell  Estate  ~ G.  Smith 

Settle  Area  — B.  Shorrock 

Swinefleet  Common  1975  to  1979  — B.  Holliday 


List  of  contributors  whose  initials  appear  in  the  classified  list  (with  apologies  for  omissions). 
Very  many  other  observers  sent  in  records  and  their  co-operation  is  very  much  appreciated. 

N.  Addy;  N.  W.  Addy;  A.  M.  Allport;  R.  H.  Appleby;  J.  S.  Armitage;  G.  F.  Beck;  J.  Bell; 

M.  V.  Bell;  P.  D.  Bell;  C.  Biltcliffe;  B.  J.  Bishop;  A.  Botterill;  N.  A.  Bousted;  H.  O.  Bunce; 

A.  Burn;  N.  Carter;  P.  R.  Chambers;  A.  Chapman;  S.  P.  Clancey;  W.  A.  Clarke; 
E.  W.  Clubley;  J.  Cudworth;  W.  F.  Curtiss;  J.  E.  Dale;  M.  L.  Denton;  R.  F.  Dickens; 
T.  E.  Dixon;  P.  Dove;  P.  J.  Dunn;  C.  Featherstone;  G.  T.  Foggitt;  G.  W.  Follows;  I.  Forsyth; 
J.  Fox;  M.  Francis;  H.  M.  Frost;  D.  Garratt;  A.  Grieve;  M.  Hammond;  A.  & B.  Hancock; 
G.  R.  & Mrs  Harrison;  R.  G.  Hawley;  D.  Herringshaw;  J.  Hewitt;  D.  G.  Hobson; 
M.  Hobson;  T.  Hobson^  S.  T.  Holliday;  P.  J.  Izzard;  H.  T.  James;  A.  S.  Kershaw; 
P.  A.  Lassey;  A.  J.  Last;  J.  Law;  M.  Limbert;  S.  M.  Lister;  V.  A.  Lister;  J.  Lunn;  M.  Lynes; 
S.  C.  Madge;  D.  S.  Marshall;  J.  Martin;  J.  R.  Mather;  K.  Moir;  G.  D.  Moore;  K.  Mudd; 
D.  E.  Murray;  N.  Oliver;  D.  Page;  H.  Parkin;  B.  S.  Pashby;  A.  M.  Patterson;  B.  G.  Pepper; 
D.  J.  Perry;  A.  Piggot;  W.  H.  Priestley;  P.  Redmond;  B.  Richards;  C.  Robinson;  A.  Robson; 
S.  Rooke;  D.  Rowe;  K.  Rowe;  N.  P.  Senior;  S.  P.  Singleton;  G.  Smith;  Miss  I.  Smith; 
P,  Smith;  B.  R.  Spence;  R.  Spencer;  D.  J.  Standring;  M.  Tasker;  F.  J.  Thompson; 

B.  Townend;  J.  M.  Turton;  C.  G.  Varty;  J.  E.  S.  Walker;  C.  Wall;  D.  I.  M.  Wallace; 
A.  W.  Wallis;  D.  Waudby;  F.  A.  Wardman;  F.  J.  Watson;  C.  H.  Wear;  E.  H.  Wear; 
Mrs  J.  Webb;  C.  E.  Wells;  R.  Wells;  H.  J.  Whitehead;  N.  P.  Whitehouse;  D.  Williams; 
D.  G.  Williams;  M.  D.  Williams;  S.  G.  Wilson;  C.  Winn;  P.  B.  Wordsworth;  S.  Worwood; 
G.  M.  Yates;  C.  S.  V.  Yeates;  P.  Young. 
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